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This report complements the FAIRS Annual Country Report for Tanzania and provides information on 

required certificates for exporting food and agricultural products to Tanzania.  The Government of 

Tanzania (GoT) uses the Tanzania National Business Portal as a single point for exporters and importers 

to electronically submit and receive approvals from all regulatory agencies involved in international 

trade. 
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Disclaimer: 
This report was prepared by the Dar es Salaam OAA, for U.S. exporters of domestic food and 

agricultural products. While all possible care has been taken in the preparation of this report, the 

information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its 

preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available. It is 

highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign 

customers, who are normally best equipped to research such matters with local authorities before any 

goods are shipped. Please note: final import approval of any product is subject to the importing 

country’s rules and regulations as interpreted by border officials at the time of product entry. 
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Executive Summary: 

 

Tanzania’s food regulatory system is generally consistent with the Sanitary and Phytosanitary (SPS) 

agreement of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and other international treaties including Codex 

Alimentarius, the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE), and the International Plant Protection 

Convention (IPPC).  

The Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) is responsible for all matters concerning the importation and 

inspection of imported food products.  The main regulations against which TBS evaluates U.S. exports 

to Tanzania are available on the TBS website or Tanzania National Business Portal 

Section I: List of All Export Certificates Required by Government of 

Tanzania 
Product  Title of 

Certificates 

Attestation 

Required on 

Certificate 

Purpose Requesting 

Ministry(Regulatory 

Agency)  

Most food 

products. 

Certificate of 

Conformity 

(COC). 

Product 

conforms to 

Tanzania’s 

applicable 

standards.  

Product quality 

and food safety.  

Tanzania Bureau of 

Standards (TBS). 

All forest 

products. 

Plant import 

permit and 

phytosanitary 

certificate. 

For specific 

product 

attestation, 

requirements 

visit the TBS 

website and the 

Ministry of 

Agriculture 

website.  

Plant and animal 

health. 

Ministry of Agriculture 

(Plant Health Services). 

Meat and meat 

products. 

Meat and meat 

products 

import/export 

certificate. 

For specific 

product 

attestation, 

requirements 

visit the 

Tanzania Meat 

Board and TBS 

website 

Animal health 

and food safety. 

Tanzania Veterinary 

Service, Tanzania Food 

and Drugs Authority, 

and Tanzania Atomic 

Energy Commission. 

Fish and fish 

products.  

Import permit 

and 

radioactivity 

analysis 

certificate. 

Products 

conform to 

Tanzania testing 

requirements. 

Food safety. Tanzania Food and 

Drugs Authority and 

Tanzania Atomic 

Energy Commission. 

Milk and milk 

products. 

Import permit 

and 

Radioactivity 

analysis 

certificate. 

Products 

conform to 

Tanzania's 

testing 

requirement.  

Food safety. Tanzania Veterinary 

Service, Tanzania Food 

and Drugs Authority, 

and Tanzania Atomic 

Energy Commission 

https://www.tbs.go.tz/pages/inspection
https://trade.business.go.tz/procedure/540?l=en
https://www.tbs.go.tz/
https://www.tbs.go.tz/
http://www.kilimo.go.tz/index.php/en
http://www.kilimo.go.tz/index.php/en
http://www.kilimo.go.tz/index.php/en
https://www.tmb.go.tz/
https://www.tmb.go.tz/
https://www.tbs.go.tz/
https://www.tbs.go.tz/
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Food, feed, or 

ingredients 

containing GE 

products.  

Import permit for 

products 

containing 

GMOs.  

Product 

conforms to 

Tanzania’s 

biosafety 

regulations. 

Safety of GE 

products.  

Tanzania Bureau of 

Standards (TBS) 

 

Before shipping to Tanzania, all consignments are subject to a pre-shipment verification of conformity 

(PVoC) and must obtain customs clearance documents and a certificate of conformity (CoC). Failure to 

obtain a CoC will result in fines or rejected shipments.  The PVoC is carried out by authorized third-

party agencies.  

 

The PVoC program is currently run by four inspection companies appointed by TBS. These companies 

include SGS, Intertek International, Bureau Veritas, and CCIC.  CCIC’s contract is only valid for 

inspection in Mainland China, Macau, Hong Kong, and Taiwan.   

 

The following activities are conducted during PVoC: 

 

 Physical inspection before shipment. 

 Sampling, testing, and analysis in accredited laboratories. 

 Quality audit of production processes. 

 Documentary review of conformity with regulations. 

 Issuance of CoC or Non-Conformity Report (NCR) as appropriate. 

 

Section II: Purpose of Specific Export Certificate 
 

See table in section I. 

 

Section III: Specific Attestation Required On Export Certificate 
 

See table in section I. 
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Section IV: Government Certificate Legal Entry Requirements 
Title of the 

Certificate 

Is the 

certificate 

required at 

entry? 

How long is the 

certificate valid? 

Can the 

certificate 

be applied 

to multiple 

shipments? 

Does Tanzania 

accept a supplier’s 

or manufacture’s 

export declaration 

as proof of 

compliance? 

Certificate of 

conformity 

(COC). 

Required for 

all products 

subject to 

PVoC. 

Three months. No. No. 

Phytosanitary 

certificate. 

Yes. Offered per consignment. 

Each certificate covers the 

shipment period 

according to the import 

permit. 

No. No. 

Plant import 

permit. 

Yes. Offered per consignment. 

Each certificate covers the 

shipment period 

according to the import 

permit. 

No. No. 

Radioactivity 

analysis 

certificate. 

Yes. Offered per consignment. 

Each certificate covers the 

shipment period 

according to the import 

permit. 

No. No. 

Import permit 

for GMO 

containing 

products. 

Yes. Offered per consignment. 

Each certificate covers the 

shipment period 

according to the import 

permit. 

No. No. 

Meat import 

permit 

Yes Offered per consignment. 

Each certificate covers the 

shipment period 

according to the import 

permit. 

No No 

 

Section V: Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements 
 

In addition to the above certificates, the GoT requires the below for imported products: 

  

 An original pro forma invoice from the supplier of goods.  

 A bill of lading or airway bill.  

 A certificate of analysis of products (original). 

 A food security permit.  

 A zoo-sanitary certificate (for non-processed food of animal origin).  
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 A blank certificate of origin depending on the country of origin.  

 A certificate of good manufacturing practices.  

 Relevant insurance documents. 

 

Additional information is available at the Tanzania National Business Portal.  

 

Tanzania's Meat Board offers Clearance Certificates for the purpose of regulating the meat industry 

market. Additionally, the Veterinary Services Department (DVS) offers import and export permits for 

the purpose of controlling of animal diseases. 

https://business.go.tz/import-export
https://www.tmb.go.tz/publication_categories/forms?mid=94
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Appendix I: Example Certificates 

A. Phytosanitary Certificate 
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B. Radioactivity Analysis Certificate 
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C. Certificate of Registration of Forest Produce Dealer/Trader 
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Attachments:   

No Attachments 
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