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Report Highlights: 

On July 14, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) extended the compliance timeline 

for guidelines issued for commercial feeds/feed materials (i.e., compounded cattle feed) intended for meat and 

milk producing animals. The extension applies to a relatively limited pool of industry stakeholders, who 

encountered difficulties in obtaining Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) certification/licensing during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic second wave. The new compliance date, for this group, is set for January 1, 

2022. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in.  The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity.  The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report.  Import 

approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of 

product entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links if they do not open in Internet Explorer].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

On July 14, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) (authority) extended the 

compliance timeline for guidelines issued for commercial feeds/feed materials (i.e., compounded cattle feed) 

intended for meat and milk producing animals.  The extension applies to a relatively limited pool of industry 

stakeholders, who encountered difficulties in obtaining Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) certification/licensing 

during the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic second wave (see, Appendix I).  The new compliance date, for 

this group, is set for January 1, 2022.  The notification is accessible on the FSSAI website located at: 

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/07/60eeaf0a1cb43Extension_TimeLine_Meat_milk_14_07_2021.pdf 

 

 

Background: The Bureau of Indian Standards established in 2009 standards for feeds/feed materials intended 

for meat and milk producing animals.1  On December 10, 2019, the FSSAI issues guidelines, based on the Food 

Safety and Standards Act (2006), requiring commercial feeds/feed materials intended for food producing 

animals to comply with the relevant BIS standards, and to be manufactured, imported, distributed, and sold only 

with BIS Certification Mark (see, GAIN INDIA (IN2020-0094) – Compliance Timeline Extended on 

Commercial Feeds and Feed Materials Standards).  With the new FSSAI guidelines, the intent is to make the 

BIS standards mandatory. 

 

The authority’s action is premised on the imported nature of commercial feeds/feed materials and their 

utilization in the domestic meat (i.e., from the domestic/Asian water-buffalo, Bubalus bubalis) and dairy (both 

water buffalo and Bos taurus) cattle herds.  The FSSAI guidelines set an implementation date of June 10, 2020, 

six-months from the date of issue of the notification. 

 

On January 27, 2020, nevertheless the FSSAI amends its December 10, 2019, guidelines.  It notes that 

commercial feeds intended for cattle will comply with BIS specifications only for compounded feeds for cattle 

(IS 2052:2009) and shall carry a BIS Certification Mark on the label of products.  Implementation is set to begin 

six-months from the date of issue of this guideline, that is on July 27, 2020.  On July 24, 2020, the authority, 

however, amends the guidelines’ compliance timeline, establishing a new compliance date of January 21, 2021. 

 

On January 1, 2021, the FSSAI extends the compliance date for stakeholders to adopt BSI standards pertaining 

to the commercial feeds/feed materials intended for meat and milk producing animals.  The new compliance 

date is July 1, 2021, with the timeline extended to accommodate requests from industry stakeholders due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic outbreak and the nationwide lockdown in early 2020 (see, GAIN INDIA (IN2021-0002) – 

Second Extension on Commercial Feeds and Feed Materials Standards Compliance Timeline). 

 

 

                                                           
1 The BIS 2009 standards were not originally meant as mandatory, rather they were put in place to serve as a quality certification 

mechanism for enhancing consumer satisfaction.  

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/07/60eeaf0a1cb43Extension_TimeLine_Meat_milk_14_07_2021.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Compliance%20Timeline%20Extended%20on%20Commercial%20Feeds%20and%20Feed%20Materials%20Standards%20_New%20Delhi_India_07-29-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Compliance%20Timeline%20Extended%20on%20Commercial%20Feeds%20and%20Feed%20Materials%20Standards%20_New%20Delhi_India_07-29-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Second%20Extension%20on%20Commercial%20Feeds%20and%20Feed%20Materials%20Standards%20Compliance%20Timeline_New%20Delhi_India_01-05-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Second%20Extension%20on%20Commercial%20Feeds%20and%20Feed%20Materials%20Standards%20Compliance%20Timeline_New%20Delhi_India_01-05-2021
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APPENDIX I: FSSAI NOTIFICATION – EXTENSION OF THE TIMELINE FOR COMPLIANCE OF 

COMMERCIAL FEEDS/FEED MATERIALS INTENDED FOR MEAT AND MILK PRODUCING 

ANIMALS WITH RELEVANT BIS STANDARDS 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


