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Report Highlights: 

On June 22, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a directive extending by 

six months the implementation date of the Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food 

Additives) Ninth Amendment Regulations (2020). The new implementation date is January 1, 2022. Acting on 

the request of stakeholders, the FSSAI is extending the regulations’ implementation date in order harmonize its 

enactment with the FSSAI notification of March 4, 2021, pertaining to amendments being made to the (food) 

processing aids list. On July 12, 2021, the FSSAI notified an additional list of food processing aids, which to 

date remain under consideration, requiring additional time for review and subsequent inclusion in the principal 

regulation through an amendment. Some of these processing aids are already in use by food business operators 

(FBOs). With the notification, the FSSAI is allowing FBOs to use these food processing aids until they are 

published in the Official Gazette of India. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in.  The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity.  The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report.  Import 

approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of 

product entry.  [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links if they do not open in Internet Explorer].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

On June 22, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a directive extending by 

six months the implementation date (originally set for July 1, 2021) of the Food Safety and Standards (Food 

Product Standards and Food Additives) Ninth Amendment Regulations (2020) (see, Appendix I).  The new 

implementation date is now set for January 1, 2022.   

 

The full text of the directive is accessible on the FSSAI website located at: 

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/06/60d1b4583616eExtension_Timeline_Processing_Aid_22_06_202

1.pdf 

 

Acting on the request of stakeholders, the FSSAI is extending the Food Safety and Standards (Food Product 

Standards and Food Additives) Ninth Amendment Regulations (2020) implementation date in order harmonize 

its enactment with the FSSAI notification of March 4, 2021, pertaining to amendments being made to the (food) 

processing aids list. 

 

On July 12, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India notified an additional list of food 

processing aids, which to date remain under consideration, requiring additional time for review and subsequent 

inclusion in the principal regulation through an amendment (see, Appendix II).  However, the FSSAI notes that 

some of these processing aids are already in use by some food business operators (FBOs).  Through this 

notification, the FSSAI is allowing FBOs to use these food processing aids until the time when they are 

published in the Official Gazette of India.  

 

The link to the list of processing aids published in the notification is located at: 

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/07/60ec3e1719321Direction_Processing_Aids_12_07_2021.pdf. 

 

 

Background: On October 9, 2020, the FSSAI notified its Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards 

and Food Additives) Ninth Amendment Regulations.  These relate to the insertion of processing aids as 

Appendix C within Chapter 3 of the regulations.  Appendix C covers various processing aids categories and 

their use in food products.  The amendment regulations’ implementation date had initially been set for July 1, 

2020 (see, GAIN-INDIA (IN2020-0154) Amendments Relating to Inclusion of Processing Aids Published in 

the Indian Gazette).   

 

On March 4, 2021, the FSSAI subsequently published in the Gazette of India the Food Safety and Standards 

(Food Products Standards and Food Additives) First Amendment Regulations (2021), which includes major 

revisions to the standards for certain substances added to foods.  These include trehalose (also known as mycose 

or tremalose), as well as tocopherols (organic chemical compounds, many of which have vitamin E activity), 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/06/60d1b4583616eExtension_Timeline_Processing_Aid_22_06_2021.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/06/60d1b4583616eExtension_Timeline_Processing_Aid_22_06_2021.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fadvisories%2F2021%2F07%2F60ec3e1719321Direction_Processing_Aids_12_07_2021.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBeillardMJ%40state.gov%7C4dc3b5b4a3c545e8076e08d94d002bc1%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637625485389457016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=DxAbcyvJh2xns%2BdJYQP57bU7i8ZW%2BbuxpDbSV0hYMl4%3D&reserved=0
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2020/10/5f8d5a959fdedGazette_Notification_Processing_Aids_15_10_2020.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2020/10/5f8d5a959fdedGazette_Notification_Processing_Aids_15_10_2020.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20-%20Amendments%20Relating%20to%20Inclusion%20of%20Processing%20Aids%20Published%20in%20the%20Indian%20Gazette_New%20Delhi_India_10-21-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20-%20Amendments%20Relating%20to%20Inclusion%20of%20Processing%20Aids%20Published%20in%20the%20Indian%20Gazette_New%20Delhi_India_10-21-2020
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2021/03/6047505fe1808Gazette_Notification_Amendment_FPS_FA_09_03_2021.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2021/03/6047505fe1808Gazette_Notification_Amendment_FPS_FA_09_03_2021.pdf
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and other food processing aids and enzymes.1  The amendment regulations’ implementation date is set for 

January 1, 2022 (see, GAIN-INDIA (IN2021-0044) India Notifies Final Standards for Cereals and Varied 

Products).  

                                                           
1 Trehalose is a naturally occurring sugar consisting of two molecules of glucose.  Prolonging food shelf life, trehalose helps to protect 

foods from drying out, starch-containing products from going stale, and fruits and vegetables from discoloring.  

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20Notifies%20Final%20Standards%20for%20Cereals%20and%20Varied%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_03-26-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20Notifies%20Final%20Standards%20for%20Cereals%20and%20Varied%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_03-26-2021
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APPENDIX I: FSSAI DIRECTIVE – EXTENSION OF THE FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS 

(FOOD PRODUCT ADDITIVES AND FOOD ADDITIVES) NINTH AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 

(2020)  
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APPENDIX II: FSSAI DIRECTIVE - LIST OF PROCESSING AIDS YET TO BE INCLUDED 

IN THE REGULATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


