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Report Highlights: 

On July 5, 2019, the Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) published its draft 2019 Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic Beverages) Amendment 

Regulations on its website. The draft regulations detail the standards for “low alcoholic beverages 

other than wine and beer,” geographical indications, and select labelling requirements, among other 

requirements for alcohol beverage imports.  
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General Information:  

 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from FSSAI’s website 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/.  The Office of Agricultural Affairs, USDA and/or the U.S. Government 

make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

 

On July 5, 2019, the GOI’s FSSAI published its draft 2019 Food Safety and Standards (Alcoholic 

Beverages) Amendment Regulations on its website. The draft regulations detail the requirements for 

low alcoholic beverages other than wine and beer, geographical indications, and select labelling 

requirements. The draft amendment was notified to the World Trade Organization’s (WTO) 

Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT) Committee on July 22, 2019 and WTO Sanitary and 

Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) Committee on July 26, 2019.  FSSAI has invited comments from 

WTO members on its draft regulations for a period of sixty days from the date of the notification on 

WTO website, after which the notification will go into effect for final approval and implementation.  

Thus, the deadline for comments on the TBT notification is September 24, 2019, and the deadline 

for comments on the SPS notification is September 20, 2019.  

 

Comments, within 60 days from the date of notification on the WTO website, should be sent to:  

Mr. P. Karthikeyan  

Deputy Director  

SPS Enquiry Point Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)  

FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road New Delhi-110002, India  

Tel: +91-11-23237419  

Fax: +91-11-23220994  

Email: spstbt.enqpt@fssai.gov.in    

Website: http://www.fssai.gov.in/  

 

Details of Notification:  

 

 Date of Publication on FSSAI website: July 5, 2018 - Draft Food Safety and Standards 

(Alcoholic Beverages) Amendment Regulations, 2019 

 Date of Publication on WTO website:  

 July 22, 2019 – G/SPS/N/IND/240 

 July 26, 2019 - G/TBT/N/IND/104 

 Final date for comments from WTO members: 60 days from the date notified on WTO 

website:  

 September 20, 2019 for - G/SPS/N/IND/240 

 September 24, 2019 for - G/TBT/N/IND/104 

  

Agency in Charge: Food Safety and Standards Authority of India, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare, GOI.  

  

Products affected: Alcohol Beverages 

  

For more details, please refer to the following GAIN report 

IN9032 - Implementation of Alcoholic Beverages Regulations 2018 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
mailto:spstbt.enqpt@fssai.gov.in
http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Draft_WTO_SPS_Notification_Alcoholic_15_07_2019.pdf
https://fssai.gov.in/upload/uploadfiles/files/Draft_WTO_SPS_Notification_Alcoholic_15_07_2019.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/imrd/directdoc.asp?DDFDocuments/t/G/SPS/NIND240.DOCX
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/DDFDocuments/255914/q/G/TBTN19/IND104.pdf
https://docs.wto.org/imrd/directdoc.asp?DDFDocuments/t/G/SPS/NIND240.DOCX
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/DDFDocuments/255914/q/G/TBTN19/IND104.pdf
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Implementation%20of%20Alcoholic%20Beverages%20Regulations%202018_New%20Delhi_India_4-5-2019.pdf
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