
 
  

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE 

BY USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. 

GOVERNMENT POLICY 

  

                                       

 -  

  

  Date:  

 GAIN Report Number:  
  

 
  

Post:  
 

 

Report Categories: 

 

 

Approved By:  

 

Prepared By:  

 
  

Report Highlights: 

U.S. wood and wood product exports to South China continue strong…. ATO Guangzhou joins in 

retail launch of U.S. pork products, hosts agricultural trade delegations from Idaho and Michigan, 

participates in key trade shows, and supports a U.S. softwood trade delegation.      
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General Information:  

U.S. Wood and Wood Product Exports to South China Continue Strong 

 
Data Sources:  China Customs and FAS/GATS  
 

South China imports of U.S. wood and wood products have continued to surge this year and are on 

pace to set a new record, recovering from a slight decline in 2015.  China is the largest market in the 

world for U.S. wood and wood products, with nearly 30 percent going to South China.  Demand in 

South China continues to be strong for both U.S. hardwoods and softwoods, with hardwoods mainly 

used for furniture production and flooring, while softwoods are also used in the furniture as well as 

the building sector.  About two-thirds of these imports (by value) consist of lumber or other 

processed wood, and one-third being logs.   

 

South China import demand is driven by the region’s massive furniture sector, the largest in China.  

In fact, according to China Customs data, over 60 percent of all Chinese wood furniture exports 

come from South China. Because of rising incomes, domestic demand for wood furniture is also 

very robust.  According to industry sources, the biggest constraint to further growth in imports of 

U.S. wood and wood products is the continued strengthening of the U.S. dollar against the Chinese 

currency.   

 

Note:  Southern China includes Guangdong, Fujian, Guangxi, Hainan, and Hunan province 

 

 



 

Recent ATO Guangzhou Activities 

U.S. Pork Launch Event at Sam’s Club – On November 16, Sam’s Club, in cooperation with the 

U.S. Meat Export Federation, officially launched a new line of high-quality U.S. pork products for 

their 14 China-based stores at their flagship retail outlet in Shenzhen. ATO Guangzhou facilitated 

the participation of U.S. Consul General Charles Bennett in the event, and he delivered opening 

remarks and participated in a cooking demonstration of U.S. pork.  South China imports of U.S. pork 

and pork variety meats have soared in 2016, worth $620 million in the first 10 months.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATO Guangzhou Participates in the World’s Second Largest Seafood Show in Qingdao – From 

November 2-4, the 21
st
 China Fisheries & Seafood Expo was held in Qingdao. The show is typically 

the second largest seafood show in the world, this year accommodating more than 1,400 companies 

from 46 countries. 21 U.S. seafood exporters joined the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS)-

organized U.S. pavilion, which also included an FAS/China booth to help facilitate meetings and 

matchmaking. During the show, ATO Guangzhou staff made key introductions between U.S. 

suppliers and over 30 attending importers from South China.  Seafood products that garnered the 

most interest amongst South China buyers during the show included lobster, squid, scallops, sea 

cucumbers and butterfish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Idaho Governor Leads a Trade Delegation to Guangzhou – On November 4
th

, ATO Guangzhou 

participated in an Idaho trade mission led by Governor “Butch” Otter.  The trade mission delegation 

included agricultural product companies, and ATO 

Guangzhou staff helped arrange meetings between Idaho-

based feed additive suppliers and interested South China feed 

manufacturers and livestock producers, as well as meetings for 

other delegation members.  After the meetings, a closing 

reception was held which included key ATO contacts from 

South China agricultural and food related sectors.  

Additionally, ATO Guangzhou staff discussed future 

promotional opportunities for Idaho’s agricultural products 

with Idaho State Department of Agriculture representatives during the event.    

 

ATO Guangzhou in Action at Asia’s Leading Food and Wine Shows – From November 7 - 9, 

ATO Guangzhou participated in the Food and Hotel China (FHC) and ProWine China shows in 

Shanghai. As one of the leading food shows in Asia, 47 U.S. food exporters exhibited at the FAS-

organized U.S. pavilion of the FHC show, while 17 U.S. wine companies exhibited under the 

umbrella of the California Wine Institute at the ProWine event. During the show, ATO Guangzhou 

gave a presentation to attending U.S. exporters on opportunities in the South China market, and also 

made introductions between key South China importers and U.S. exhibitors.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Softwood Trade Delegation Constructs Stronger Ties with Local Wood Importers – On 

November 16-17, a U.S. softwood trade delegation (including softwood suppliers from Oregon, 

Ohio, Georgia, Idaho and Washington) traveled to South China to meet with prospective buyers and 

learn more about the sector.  ATO Guangzhou attended a trade reception and table top show for 

South China softwood importers and invited key contacts in the wood industry to attend. ATO 

Guangzhou also accompanied the delegation to trade outreach and site visits in major furniture 

manufacturing regions in the Pearl River Delta.   South China is a huge and growing market for U.S. 

wood and wood products.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ATO Guangzhou Researches the Lucrative Chinese Pet Food Market at the China 

International Pet (CIP) Show– On November 10, ATO Guangzhou met with two U.S. pet food 

export management companies and several local industry representatives at the CIP show to discuss 

the status of the Chinese pet food industry and market opportunities for U.S. exporters.  According 

to contacts at the show, among the estimated 300 million pet owners in China, less than five percent 

use commercial foods to feed their pets.   As incomes continue to rise, many industry leaders believe 

demand for high-quality imported pet foods will expand dramatically in the coming years.  ATO 

Guangzhou will continue to work with exporters in exploring this growing market.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Leading Chefs in Shenzhen Introduced to High-Quality U.S. Seafood– On November 15, four 

U.S. industry associations (the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute, Food 

Export USA Northeast, the Southern United States Trade Association, and the 

Western United States Trade Association) co-organized a chef seminar in 

Shenzhen, which attracted 60 executive chefs from leading restaurants in 

South China. Funded by USDA’s Global Broad-Based Initiatives program, 

this event highlighted seven high-quality seafood products from various 

regions of the United States with the end goal of increasing consumer 

awareness and demand for U.S. seafood products.  ATO Guangzhou 

participated in this event, and the ATO Director gave opening remarks on the 

quality of U.S. seafood. 

 



Michigan Trade Delegation Introduced to Huge South China Market – On November 14, ATO 

Guangzhou participated in a Michigan Department of Agriculture-led trade mission to Shenzhen.  

ATO staff gave presentations to the 18 delegates of the trade mission on trade trends and export 

opportunities for U.S. food and agricultural suppliers in the South China market (valued at $8.4 

billion in 2015).  In addition, ATO Guangzhou also helped facilitate multiple business to business 

meetings and recruit candidates for an upcoming Michigan Department of Agriculture-sponsored 

reverse trade mission.  

 

Email: ATOGuangzhou@fas.usda.gov 

Tel: +86-20-3814-5453 

Fax: +86-20-3814-5310 

 

 
  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


