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Report Highlights:   

This FAIRS-Ghana | GH2026-0019 | Export Certificate Report Annual – 2026, outlines the statutory 

certificates and permits mandated by the Government of Ghana for the importation of U.S.-origin food 

and agricultural products. This report serves as a specialized supplement to the FAIRS-Ghana | GH2026-

0018 | Country Report Annual – 2026. To ensure strict compliance with bilateral trade protocols and 

Ghanaian regulatory frameworks, FAS Accra (Post) counsels prospective U.S. food manufacturers and 

commodity exporters of U.S.-origin food and agricultural products to cross-reference both instruments. 

Thorough review will assist to mitigate compliance risks regarding Ghana’s evolving import standards, 

phytosanitary requirements, and certification procedures. There have been no certificate changes since 

last year's FAIRS-GHANA | GH2025-0020 | FAIRS Export Certificate Report Annual - 2025. 
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DISCLAIMER: This report was prepared by the U.S. Embassy/USDA-Foreign Agricultural Service 

(FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA) Accra, Ghana, for U.S. exporters of domestic food and 

agricultural products. While every possible care has been taken in the preparation of this report, 

information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its 

preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available. It is 

highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign 

customers, who are normally best equipped to research such matters with local authorities, before any 

goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCTS IS SUBJECT TO THE 

IMPORTING COUNTRY’S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER 

OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links 

that do not open in Microsoft Edge.] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

Page 3 of 32 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: ............................................................................................................................................ 4 

SECTION I:  LIST OF EXPORT CERTIFICATES REQUIRED BY GHANA (MATRIX) .................................................. 5 

SECTION II:  SPECIFIC ATTESTATIONS REQUIRED ON EXPORT CERTIFICATE(S) ............................................... 6 

SECTION III:  GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATE LEGAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS .................................................... 11 

SECTION IV:  OTHER CERTIFICATION/ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE MARKET ENTRY ....... 11 

APPENDIX I: EXAMPLES OF EXPORT CERTIFICATES FOR GHANA ...................................................................... 13 

APPENDIX II:  GHANA FDA REGULATED PRODUCTS .......................................................................................... 32 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

Page 4 of 32 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

 

This U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Accra (Post) 

FAIRS-Ghana | GH2026-0019 | Export Certificate Report Annual – 2026, outlines the statutory 

certificates and permits mandated by the Government of Ghana for the importation of U.S.-origin food 

and agricultural products. This report serves as a specialized supplement to the FAIRS-Ghana | GH2026-

0018 | Country Report Annual – 2026. To ensure strict compliance with bilateral trade protocols and 

Ghanaian regulatory frameworks, Post counsels prospective U.S. food manufacturers and commodity 

exporters of U.S.-origin food and agricultural products to cross-reference both instruments. Thorough 

review will assist to mitigate compliance risks regarding Ghana’s evolving import standards, 

phytosanitary requirements, and certification procedures. 

 

The Ghana Food and Drugs Authority (Ghana FDA) oversees certification requirements for all food and 

agricultural imports.1 Depending on the nature of the product, the Ghana FDA collaborates with the 

relevant directorates under the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MOFA), such as the Veterinary 

Services Directorate (VSD), and the Animal Production Directorate (APD), in accepting veterinary 

health certificates issued by the USDA/Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS).2 The Plant 

Protection and Regulatory Services Directorate (PPRSD) accepts export certificate of wholesomeness 

issued by the USDA/Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS).3 The Ghana Standards Authority (Ghana 

SA) sets these standards, which are enforced by the Ghana FDA.4 

 

FAS Accra counsels prospective U.S. exporters to maintain strict alignment with the statutory 

frameworks enforced by Ghana’s regulatory authorities, with specific emphasis on product certification 

protocols. All imported food and agricultural commodities must strictly adhere to Ghana’s sanitary, 

phytosanitary, and public health regulations. Legal liability for compliance rests solely with the 

importing entity. Mandated export documentation must contain formal attestations, including precise 

certification statements, accredited laboratory analyses, and validated embarkation declarations. 

Furthermore, prior to commercial distribution within the Ghanaian market, all food products, 

irrespective of country-of-origin, require mandatory registration with the Ghana Food and Drugs 

Authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 See, Ghana Food and Drugs Authority (Ghana FDA), located at: https://fdaghana.gov.gh/.  
2 See, the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MOFA) located at: http://www.mofa.gov.gh/site and or 

https://www.facebook.com/mofagovgh/. See, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal Plant Health Inspection 

Service (APHIS), located at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/export-live-animals-ghana. 
3 See, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Food Safety Inspection Service (FSIS), located at: 

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export/import-export-library/ghana. 
4 See, the Ghana Standards Authority (Ghana SA), located at: https://gsa.gov.gh/.  

https://fdaghana.gov.gh/
http://www.mofa.gov.gh/site
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/export-live-animals-ghana
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export/import-export-library/ghana
https://gsa.gov.gh/
https://fdaghana.gov.gh/
http://www.mofa.gov.gh/site
https://www.facebook.com/mofagovgh/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/export-live-animals-ghana
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export/import-export-library/ghana
https://gsa.gov.gh/
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SECTION I:  LIST OF EXPORT CERTIFICATES REQUIRED BY GHANA (MATRIX) 
 

Export Certificates Matrix 

Product(s) Title of the Certificate 

Attestation 

Required on the 

Certificate 

Purpose 
Requesting 

Ministry 

Poultry and 

Poultry Products 

Food Safety and Inspection Service 

(FSIS) Form 9060-5--Export 

Certificate of Wholesomeness 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #1 

in Appendix I 

Certify exporting 

country free from 

avian influenza. 

MOFA (VSD)/ 

Ghana FDA 

Beef and Beef 

Products 

FSIS Form 9060-5--Export 

Certificate of Wholesomeness 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #2 

in Appendix I 

Food Safety MOFA (VSD)/ 

Ghana FDA 

Pork and Pork 

Products 

FSIS Form 9060-5--Export 

Certificate of Wholesomeness 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #2 

in Appendix I   

Food Safety MOFA (VSD)/ 

Ghana FDA 

Lamb and Lamb 

Products 

FSIS Form 9060-5--Export 

Certificate of Wholesomeness 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #2 

in Appendix I   

Food Safety MOFA (VSD)/ 

Ghana FDA 

Goat and Goat 

Products 

FSIS Form 9060-5--Export 

Certificate of Wholesomeness 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #2 

in Appendix I 

Food Safety MOFA (VSD)/ 

Ghana FDA 

Live Poultry, Day-

old Chicks and 

Hatching Eggs 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service (APHIS) VS Form 17-6 

Certificate for Poultry or Hatching 

Eggs for Export 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #3 

in Appendix I   

Animal Health/ 

Sanitary 

MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Live Animals, 

Bovine 

APHIS VS Form 17-37 Certificate 

of Inspection for Export of Cattle/ 

U.S.-origin Health Certificate 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #4 

in Appendix I 

Animal Health/ 

Sanitary 

MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Bovine Semen APHIS VS Form 17-37 Certificate 

of Inspection for Export of Bovine 

Semen/ U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #5 

in Appendix I 

Health/ Sanitary MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Bovine Embryos APHIS VS Form 17-37 Certificate 

of Inspection for export of Bovine 

embryos/ U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #6 

in Appendix I   

Health/ Sanitary MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Live Animals/ 

Sheep and Goats 

APHIS VS Form 17-37 Certificate 

of Inspection for Export of Sheep 

and Goats/ U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #7 

in Appendix I   

Animal Health/ 

Sanitary 

MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Ovine and 

Caprine Semen 

APHIS VS Form 17-37 Certificate 

of Inspection for Export of Ovine 

and Caprine Semen/ U.S.-origin 

Health Certificate 

See, Section II 

and Certificate #8 

in Appendix I   

Health/ Sanitary MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Ovine and 

Caprine Embryos 

APHIS VS Form 17-37 Certificate 

of Inspection for Export of Ovine 

and Caprine embryos/U.S.-origin 

Health Certificate 

See, Section II  

and Certificate #9 

in Appendix I   

Health/ Sanitary MOFA (APD/ 

VSD) 

Plant and Plant 

Products 

Phytosanitary Certificate See, Section II  Phytosanitary MOFA 

(PPRSD) 
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SECTION II:  SPECIFIC ATTESTATIONS REQUIRED ON EXPORT CERTIFICATE(S) 

 

Product (s) Certificate Name 

 

Required Attestation(s) 

 

Poultry and 

Poultry 

Products 

An FSIS Meat and 

Poultry Export 

Certificate of 

Wholesomeness 

(FSIS Form 9060-5) 

must accompany all 

U.S. poultry and 

poultry products. 

• The Ghana Standards Authority (Ghana SA) requires the maximum fat 

content standard for poultry to be fifteen (15) percent. 

• Exporters must ensure that the health certificate accompanying all poultry 

shipments to Ghana includes the following statement: "Fat content is 

15% or less" and meets all requirements as described on the import 

permit. FSIS personnel should not sign this statement. This statement 

should be supported by fat analysis performed in a USDA certified 

laboratory.  

Beef and Beef 

Products 

 

An FSIS Meat and 

Poultry Export 

Certificate of 

Wholesomeness 

(FSIS 9060-5) must 

accompany all U.S. 

beef and beef 

products. 

• The Ghana SA requires the maximum fat content standard for beef and 

beef products should not be more than twenty-five (25) percent. 

• Exporters must ensure that the health certificate accompanying all beef 

and beef products shipments to Ghana includes the following statement: 

"Fat content should not be more than 25%” and meets all requirements as 

described on the import permit. FSIS personnel should not sign this 

statement. This statement should be supported by fat analysis performed 

in a USDA certified laboratory. 

Pork and 

Pork 

Products 

 

An FSIS Meat and 

Poultry Export 

Certificate of 

Wholesomeness 

(FSIS 9060-5) must 

accompany all U.S. 

beef and beef 

products. 

• The Ghana SA requires the maximum fat content standard for beef and 

beef products should not be more than twenty-five (25) percent. 

• Exporters must ensure that the health certificate accompanying all beef 

and beef products shipments to Ghana includes the following statement: 

"Fat content should not be more than 25% and meets all requirements as 

described on the import permit. FSIS personnel should not sign this 

statement. This statement should be supported by fat analysis performed 

in a USDA certified laboratory.  

Lamb and 

Lamb 

Products 

An FSIS Meat and 

Poultry Export 

Certificate of 

Wholesomeness 

(FSIS 9060-5). 

 

 

• The Ghana SA requires the maximum fat content standard for beef and 

beef products should not be more than twenty-five (25) percent. 

• Exporters must ensure that the health certificate accompanying all beef 

and beef products shipments to Ghana includes the following statement: 

"Fat content should not be more than 25% and meets all requirements as 

described on the import permit. FSIS personnel should not sign this 

statement. This statement should be supported by fat analysis performed 

in a USDA certified laboratory. 

Goat and 

Goat 

Products 

 

An FSIS Meat and 

Poultry Export 

Certificate of 

Wholesomeness 

(FSIS 9060-5). 

 

 

• The Ghana SA requires the maximum fat content standard for beef and 

beef products should not be more than twenty-five (25) percent. 

• Exporters must ensure that the health certificate accompanying all beef 

and beef products shipments to Ghana includes the following statement: 

"Fat content should not be more than 25% and meets all requirements as 

described on the import permit. FSIS personnel should not sign this 

statement. This statement should be supported by fat analysis performed 

in a USDA certified laboratory.  

Live Birds/ 

Day-old 

Chicks/ 

Hatching 

Certificate for 

Poultry or Hatching 

Eggs for Export" 

(VS Form 17-6). 

• The birds show no clinical sign of diseases. 

• The birds come from establishments and/or hatcheries which are regularly 

inspected by the veterinary authority. 

• The Veterinary Authority at the point of embarkation should issue the 



 
   
   
 

Page 7 of 32 
 

Eggs health certificate accompanying all live fowl, day-old chick and/or 

hatching eggs shortly before shipment. 

Live Animals/ 

Bovine 

 

An APHIS 

Certificate of 

Inspections of 

Export Animals 

and/or a U.S. origin 

Health Certificate.  

Certificate of 

Inspection of Export 

Animals /U.S.-origin 

Health Certificate 

(VS Form 17-37). 

 

• The United States is free of contagious bovine pleuropneumonia and foot 

and mouth disease. 

• The United States is recognized by the World Organization for Animal 

Health (WOAH) as a country with negligible risk of bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy (BSE).5 

• The State(s) of Origin has been free of clinical cases brucellosis and 

tuberculosis for the last 12-months prior to export. 

• The Herd of Origin has been free of clinical cases of bovine leucosis, 

infectious bovine rhinotracheitis, campylobacteriosis and trichomoniasis 

for the last 12-months prior to export. 

• The animals were isolated for at least 21-days immediately prior to 

export, in a facility approved by a USDA accredited veterinarian. 

• The animals were inspected within 21-days prior to export and found to 

be free from clinical evidence of communicable diseases. 

 

Test Requirements: 

 

• The cattle must show negative results for the diseases listed below (mark 

through the non-applicable testing option):  

- Tuberculosis: Intradermal test using bovine PPD tuberculin. 

- Brucellosis OR other test accepted by USDA Test date(s). 

Complement fixation test at a 1:10 dilution OR buffered Brucella 

antigen test (i.e., card test) OR Enzyme- linked immunosorbent assay 

(ELISA) or standard tube test OR plate agglutination test at a 1:50 

dilution. Test date(s). 

Bovine 

Semen 

 

Health Certificate 

for Inspection of 

Export of Semen/ 

U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate (VS 

Form 17-37). 

 

 

• The United States is free of contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, foot-

and-mouth disease, lumpy skin disease, and Rift Valley fever, without 

vaccination. 

• The semen collection center has been free of clinical cases of brucellosis 

and tuberculosis during the thirty (30) prior to commencement, until 

conclusion of, semen collection for export. 

• The semen collection center has been free of clinical cases of 

campylobacteriosis, trichomoniasis, and leptospirosis during the thirty 

(30) days prior to commencement, until conclusion of, semen collection 

for export. 

 

• Donor animals: 

a. Were continuous residents in the United States either for a minimum 

of sixty (60) days immediately preceding collection of the semen for 

export or have been resident since birth. 

b. Were identified by a permanent identification system recognized by 

the USDA. 

c. Where not resident in any establishment that is subject to quarantine 

 
5 In May 2003, the Office International des Epizooties (OIE) (founded in 1924), adopted the common name World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). An intergovernmental organization, it focuses on transparently disseminating 

information on animal diseases, improving animal health globally and aiming to build a safer, healthier and more sustainable 

world. See, World Organisation for Animal Health, located at: https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/.  

https://www.woah.org/en/who-we-are/
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restrictions due to diagnosed diseases which affect cattle, for at least 

the ninety (90) days before the first semen collection for this 

consignment through completion of the testing of the donors. 

d. On the day(s) of collection the donor did not show any clinical 

evidence of infectious diseases transmissible in semen. 

e. These were not used for natural mating and were isolated from 

animals not of equivalent health status since arriving at the semen 

collection center. 

 

• The semen for exports: 

a. Was collected, processed, and stored at an approved semen collection 

center in a manner that is acceptable to the USDA, and is under the 

supervision of the USDA Accredited Veterinarian. 

b. Is sealed in straws or vials that are clearly and permanently marked to 

identify the donor and the date(s) of collection. 

c. Were frozen in fresh liquid nitrogen or liquid nitrogen vapor and then 

stored in cleaned and disinfected tanks or new containers, under strict 

hygienic conditions. 

d. Will be shipped in cryogenic containers sealed by a USDA 

Accredited Veterinarian, prior to shipment. 

 

Test Requirements: 

 

• Each donor animal should test negative for the following diseases within 

six (6) months prior to or six (6) months after collection, unless otherwise 

specified below, in a laboratory acceptable to APHIS: 

 

a. Tuberculosis: Intradermal test using bovine PPD tuberculin OR other 

test accepted by USDA. 

b. Brucellosis1: Complement fixation test at a 1:10 dilution OR 

buffered Brucella antigen test (i.e., card test) OR enzyme-linked 

immunosorbent assay (ELISA) OR fluorescent polarization assay 

(FPA) OR standard tube test or standard plate agglutination test at 

1:50 dilution OR other test accepted by USDA. 

Bovine 

Embryos  

Health Certificate 

for Inspection of 

Export Embryo/ 

U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate (VS 

Form 17-37). 

 

• The United States is free of contagious bovine pleuropneumonia, foot and 

mouth disease, lumpy skin disease, and Rift Valley fever, without 

vaccination. 

• The embryos were collected on a premises which has been free of clinical 

cases of brucellosis and tuberculosis during the thirty (30) days prior to 

commencement, until conclusion of collection of embryos for export. 

• The embryos were collected on a premises which has been free of clinical 

cases of bovine viral diarrhea (BVD), campylobacteriosis, trichomoniasis, 

and leptospirosis, during the thirty (30) days prior to commencement, 

until conclusion of, embryo collection for export. 

 

• Donor animals: 

a. Were continuous residents in the United States either for a minimum 

of sixty (60) days immediately preceding collection of the embryos 

for export or have been resident since birth. 
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b. Were identified by a permanent identification system recognized by 

the USDA. 

c. Where not resident in any establishment that is subject to quarantine 

restrictions due to diseases which affect cattle for at least the ninety 

(90) days before embryo collection for this consignment, until 

completion of the testing of the donors. 

d. Originate from states officially free of tuberculosis and brucellosis. 

e. On the day(s) of collection the donor did not show any clinical 

evidence of infectious diseases transmissible via embryos. 

 

• Embryos for exports: 

a. Were produced with semen that meets the import health requirements 

of the importing country, or the Certified Semen Services (CSS), or 

equivalent. 

b. Were collected by an embryo collection team approved by USDA 

APHIS, annually. 

c. Were collected, processed, and stored in accordance with the 

procedures established by the International Embryo Technology 

Society (IETS). 

d. Are sealed in straws or vials that are clearly and permanently marked 

to identify the donor and the date(s) of collection. 

e. Are stored in the frozen state for at least thirty (30) days after 

collection before shipment, and during this time, the donors, and all 

animals in contact with them, have remained free from any diseases 

transmissible via embryos. 

f. Were frozen in fresh liquid nitrogen or other cryoprotectant and then 

stored in cleaned and disinfected tanks or new containers, under strict 

hygienic conditions. 

g. Were sealed in liquid nitrogen tanks prior to shipment. 

Live Animals/ 

Sheep and 

Goats 

An APHIS 

Certificate of 

Inspections of 

Export Animals 

and/or a U.S.-origin 

Health Certificate.  

Certificate of 

Inspection of Export 

Animals/ U.S.-origin 

Health Certificate 

(VS Form 17-37). 

 

• The United States is free of contagious bovine pleuropneumonia and foot-

and-mouth disease. 

• The United States is recognized by the World Organization for Animal 

Health (WOAH) as a country with negligible risk of bovine spongiform 

encephalopathy (BSE). 

• The State(s) of Origin has been free of clinical cases brucellosis and 

tuberculosis for the last twelve (12) months prior to export. 

• The Herd of Origin has been free of clinical cases of bovine leucosis, 

infectious bovine rhinotracheitis, campylobacteriosis and trichomoniasis 

for the last twelve (12) months prior to export. 

• The animals were isolated for at least twenty-one (21) days immediately 

prior to export, in a facility approved by a USDA accredited veterinarian. 

• The animals were inspected within twenty-one (21) days prior to export 

and found to be free from clinical evidence of communicable diseases. 

Ovine and 

Caprine 

Semen  

Health Certificate 

for Inspection of 

Export of Semen/ 

U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate (VS 

Form 17-37). 

 

• The United States is free of foot-and-mouth disease without vaccination, 

sheep and goat pox, peste des petites ruminants, contagious caprine 

pleuropneumonia, and Rift Valley fever, in accordance with the WOAH 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code. 

• The donor animals were born or legally imported into the United States. 

• During the twelve (12) months prior to collection, the States of origin of 

the donor animals have not reported/confirmed clinical cases of 
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 caprine/ovine brucellosis (Brucella melitensis). 

• During the twelve (12) months prior to collection, the farms of origin of 

the donor animals have been free of clinical cases of scrapie, maedi-visna, 

caprine arthritis/encephalitis, bluetongue, paratuberculosis, ovine 

epididymitis, and contagious agalactia. 

• On the day(s) of collection, all the donor animals were in good health and 

did not show clinical signs of infectious or communicable disease. 

• The semen has been diluted using diluents that do not contain pathogenic 

organisms and to which antibiotics have been added in accordance with 

WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Code recommendations. 

• The semen straws are individually identified with donor animal and 

collection identification code. 

• Semen was stored in containers which were new or cleaned and 

disinfected with a licensed product. 

• The shipping containers will be sealed by USDA accredited veterinarian 

prior to transportation to the port of embarkation. 

• Semen was not exported prior to the final endorsement of required 

veterinary health certificate by the competent veterinary authority. 

Ovine and 

Caprine 

Embryos  

Health Certificate 

for Inspection of 

Export Embryo/ 

U.S.-origin Health 

Certificate (VS 

Form 17-37). 

• The United States is free of foot-and-mouth disease without vaccination, 

sheep and goat pox, peste des petites ruminants, contagious caprine 

pleuropneumonia, and Rift Valley fever, in accordance with the WOAH 

Terrestrial Animal Health Code. 

• The donor animals were born or legally imported into the United States. 

• During the twelve (12) months prior to collection, the States of origin of 

the donor animals have not reported/confirmed clinical cases of 

caprine/ovine brucellosis (Brucella melitensis).  

• During the twelve (12) months prior to embryo creation, the farms of 

origin of the donor animals have been free of clinical cases of scrapie, 

maedi-visna, caprine arthritis/encephalitis, bluetongue, paratuberculosis, 

ovine epididymitis, and contagious agalactia. 

• Embryos were created using semen that meets the import health 

requirements of the importing country, or the WOAH, or equivalent. 

• On the day(s) of collection, all the donor animals were in good health and 

did not show clinical signs of infectious or communicable disease. 

• Embryos were washed at least ten times at a dilution of at least 1/100 

between each washing, in accordance with WOAH Terrestrial Animal 

Health Code. 

• The zona pellucida of each embryo, after washing, should be examined 

over its entire surface area at not less than 50x magnification to ensure 

that it is intact and free of adherent material. 

• Embryos were frozen in fresh liquid nitrogen and stored in new or 

cleaned and disinfected vials or containers containing fresh liquid 

nitrogen. 

• Only embryos from a single female donor are packaged together in the 

same straw. 

• Straws are individually identified with donor animal and straw 

identification code. 

• The shipping containers will be sealed by a USDA accredited veterinarian 

prior to transportation to the embarkation port. 
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• Embryos were not exported prior to the final endorsement of required 

veterinary health certificate by the competent veterinary authority. 

Plants and 

Plant 

Products 

Phytosanitary 

Certificate  
• Plants and plant products have been inspected and/or tested 

according to official procedures. 

• Products are free from pests and diseases of concern. 

• Products conform to the current phytosanitary regulations of Ghana. 

 

Pursuant to bilateral trading protocols, all U.S. federally inspected establishments maintain eligibility to 

export to Ghana. Exporters must verify current eligibility statuses via the FSIS Export Library (Ghana 

Entry) prior to shipment initiation. Definitive import mandates, statutory conditions, and official 

exemplars of required veterinary and phytosanitary certificates are accessible via the APHIS Veterinary 

Services (VS) portal.6 

 

 

SECTION III:  GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATE LEGAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

To enter the Ghanaian market, all food products irrespective of origin must first be registered with the 

Ghana FDA. Compliance frameworks restrict importation privileges exclusively to corporate entities 

formally registered with the Registrar General’s Department. 

 

Every export consignment requires a distinct, original export certificate at the port of entry; a singular 

certificate cannot be applied across multiple shipments. The Government of Ghana does not recognize 

supplier or manufacturer self-declarations as valid proof of regulatory compliance, mandating instead 

formal certification issued by a recognized competent authority. 

 

While an Export Certificate of Free Sale (COFS) is not required for customs clearance, the Ghana FDA 

requires its submission during the initial product registration process. Furthermore, a Certificate of 

Analysis must accompany every export consignment to verify compliance with national quality and 

safety standards. 

 

 

SECTION IV:  OTHER CERTIFICATION/ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE 

MARKET ENTRY 
 

Apart from export certificates, food products being imported into Ghana must also meet other 

requirements including veterinary sanitary requirements and certifications. (See, GAIN-GHANA | 

GH2025-0019 | Ghana, FAIRS Country Report Annual - 2025).7 

 
6 See, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), “Export Library” entry for 

Ghana, located at: https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export/import-export-library/ghana, as well as the 

USDA/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “Live Export Animals to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-

oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_g/ct_animal_ghana.  
7 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Accra, “ GAIN-GHANA | GH2025-0019| 

Ghana, FAIRS Country Report Annual-2024,” located at:  

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Country%20Report%2

0Annual_Accra_Ghana_GH2025-0019. 

https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Country%20Report%20Annual_Accra_Ghana_GH2025-0019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Country%20Report%20Annual_Accra_Ghana_GH2025-0019
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export/import-export-library/ghana
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_g/ct_animal_ghana
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_g/ct_animal_ghana
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Country%20Report%20Annual_Accra_Ghana_GH2025-0019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=FAIRS%20Country%20Report%20Annual_Accra_Ghana_GH2025-0019
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• Veterinary Sanitary Requirements and Certificates: Ghana’s MOFA/VSD is responsible for 

providing veterinary sanitary requirements and certificates for the import and export of live 

animals, products of animal origin and animal by-products and live birds/day-old chicks/eggs. 

 

Pursuant to national biosecurity frameworks, the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MOFA) and the 

Veterinary Services Directorate (VSD) exercise statutory oversight over animal health and import 

controls through the following mandates: 

 

1. Import Regulation & Disease Surveillance: Restrict the importation of live avian and 

mammalian species exclusively to source nations certified as disease-free by the World 

Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH). 

2. Domestic Movement Controls: Enforce strict domestic transit permits, restricting the 

movement of live animals and poultry to clinically healthy specimens to mitigate the risk of 

disease transmission. 

3. Mandatory Quarantine Procedures: Subject all live animal imports to compulsory quarantine 

protocols at designated ports of entry; final market entry is strictly contingent upon a validated 

finding of satisfactory health status. 

 

Presently, the codified parameters exhibit a restricted regulatory scope and lack the necessary 

comprehensive framework required for optimal enforcement. Furthermore, the absence of a centralized, 

unified database impedes standardized information retrieval and diminishes regulatory transparency 

across jurisdictions. 

 

• U.S. Radiation Monitoring: A formal attestation of radioactivity is not a mandatory prerequisite for 

market entry into Ghana. However, for food products that have undergone ionizing radiation 

processing, the submission of an official radiation certificate is highly recommended to expedite 

regulatory clearance. 
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APPENDIX I: EXAMPLES OF EXPORT CERTIFICATES FOR GHANA 
 

FSIS - Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness8 

 

 
  

 
8 See, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), “FSIS - Meat and Poultry 

Export Certificate of Wholesomeness,” located at: https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2021-08/FSIS-Form-sample-

9060-5.pdf. 

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2021-08/FSIS-Form-sample-9060-5.pdf
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2021-08/FSIS-Form-sample-9060-5.pdf
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/2021-08/FSIS-Form-sample-9060-5.pdf
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APHIS - Certificate for Poultry Hatching Eggs for Export9 

 

 
9 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Poultry Hatching Eggs for Export,” located at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms/pdf/VS17_6.pdf.  

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms/pdf/VS17_6.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/library/forms/pdf/VS17_6.pdf


 
   
   
 

Page 15 of 32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

Page 16 of 32 
 

APHIS - Certificate for Export of Cattle from the United States of America to the 

Republic of Ghana10 

 

 
10 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Export of Cattle from the United States of America to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh_VEHCS_USCattle_hc.pdf. 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh_VEHCS_USCattle_hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh_VEHCS_USCattle_hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh_VEHCS_USCattle_hc.pdf
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APHIS - Certificate for Export of Bovine Semen from the United States of 

America to the Republic of Ghana11 

 

 
11 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Export of Bovine Semen from the United States to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-se-hc.pdf. 

 

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-se-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-se-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-se-hc.pdf
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APHIS - Certificate for Export of Bovine Embryos from the United States of 

America to the Republic of Ghana12 

 

 
12 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Export of Bovine Embryos from the United States to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-em-hc.pdf. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-em-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-em-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-bo-em-hc.pdf
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APHIS - Certificate for Export of Sheep and Goats from the United States of 

America to the Republic of Ghana13 

 

 
13 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Export of Sheep and Goats from the United States of America to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-sh-go-hc.pdf. 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-sh-go-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-sh-go-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-sh-go-hc.pdf
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APHIS - Certificate for Export of Ovine and Caprine Semen from the United 

States of America to the Republic of Ghana14 

 

 

 
14 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Export of Ovine and Caprine Semen from the United States of America to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-sem-hc.pdf.  

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-sem-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-sem-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-sem-hc.pdf
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APHIS - Certificate for Export of Ovine and Caprine Embryos from the United 

States of America to the Republic of Ghana.15 

 

 
15 See, U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS), “APHIS - Certificate 

for Export of Ovine and Caprine Embryos from the United States of America to Ghana,” located at: 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-emb-hc.pdf.  

 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-emb-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-emb-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regulations/vs/iregs/animals/downloads/gh-ov-cap-emb-hc.pdf
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APPENDIX II:  GHANA FDA REGULATED PRODUCTS  
 

Pursuant to the Public Health Act No. 851 (2012), the Ghana Food and Drugs Authority (Ghana FDA) 

exercises exclusive statutory oversight over the manufacturing, importation, exportation, distribution, 

and sale of food, drugs, food supplements, herbal or homeopathic remedies, veterinary medicines, 

cosmetics, medical devices, household chemical substances, and tobacco products, alongside the 

authorization of clinical trials.16  

 

All prospective exporters must maintain strict compliance with the codified regulatory frameworks 

established by the Authority. Definitive compliance guidelines, registration protocols, and official 

documentation are accessible exclusively via the official Ghana FDA portal at www.fdaghana.gov.gh. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:   

No Attachments 

 
16 See, Ghana Public Health Act No. 851 (2012), located at: https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-

FAOC136559.  

https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC136559
http://www.fdaghana.gov.gh/
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC136559
https://www.fao.org/faolex/results/details/en/c/LEX-FAOC136559
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