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This report outlines Pakistan’s import certificate requirements for food and agricultural products 

intended for both human and animal consumption. It also identifies the Pakistan government agencies 

responsible for overseeing the entry of these imported products. 

 

  



 
   
   
 

 
 

DISCLAIMER: This report was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairs of the USDA’s Foreign 

Agricultural Service in Islamabad, Pakistan for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural 

products. While every possible care was taken in the preparation of this report, the information provided 

may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its preparation, or because 

clear and consistent information about these policies was not available. It is highly recommended that U.S. 

exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are normally best 

equipped to research such matters with local authorities before any goods are shipped. THIS REPORT HAS 

NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY ENDORSED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN (GOP). IMPORT 

APPROVAL FOR ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO LOCAL RULES AND REGULATIONS AS 

INTERPRETED BY PAKISTANI BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF ENTRY. 
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Executive Summary:  

Pakistan remains an important market for U.S. food and agricultural products. The value of agricultural 

trade between the United States and Pakistan in CY 2024 totaled $1.10 billion. U.S. agricultural exports to 

Pakistan reached $895 million, driven primarily by cotton ($755 million), consumer-oriented products ($40 

million), planting seeds ($34 million), wood products ($29 million), and pulses ($9 million). Overall trade 

between Pakistan and the United States amounted to $6.21 billion during the first-nine months of 2025. 

 

This report outlines the major export certificates required for shipping U.S. food and agricultural products to 

Pakistan. Post advises U.S. exporters to confirm all import requirements with their Pakistani buyers before 

shipment. The export certificates provided in this report are unchanged from the previous year’s report 

(PK2024-0018).  



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

SECTION I. LIST OF All EXPORT CERTIFICATE REQUIRED BY THE PAKISTANI 

GOVERNMENT:  

Products  Title of Certificate  Attestation 

Required on 

Certificate  

Purpose  Requesting Ministry  

Plants and Plant 

Products  

Phytosanitary 

Health Certificate  

Both special 

conditions and 

additional 

declarations per 

the specific 

conditions 

mentioned in the 

import permit.  

To prevent the 

introduction of 

exotic pests, 

diseases, and items 

hazardous for 

human 

consumption.  

Ministry of National 

Food Security and 

Research (MNFS&R)  

Animals and 

Animal Products  

Sanitary Health 

Certificate  

Additional 

declarations per 

the specific 

conditions 

mentioned in the 

import permit.  

To prevent the 

introduction of 

exotic pests and 

diseases and 

minimize human 

health risks due to 

microbial or 

chemical 

contamination.  

MNFS&R  

   

For conditions imposed on the specific plant-based products, please refer to the MNFS&R Department of 

Plant Protection’s Pakistan Plant Quarantine Rules 2019.    

  

Pakistan has recently established the National Agri-Trade and Food Safety Authority (NAFSA), merging 

the Department of Plant Protection (DPP) and the Animal Quarantine Department (AQD), in part to bring 

Pakistan’s agricultural trade framework in line with international standards.  This body will also be 

incorporating relevant food safety authorities. The transition process has already started. Once the transition 

is complete, the authority will be the new national quarantine agency.  

  

Import Procedure for Plant Material and Food Products includes:  
  

Documentary Check:  

Documents such as import permits, certificate of origin, phytosanitary certificate, treatment certificate, bill 

of lading, invoice, letter of credit, anchorage permit, etc., are checked for genuineness and proper entries.   

   

Identity Check:   

The material is checked to confirm it is the same as stated in the invoice, import permit, phytosanitary 

certificate, bill of lading, and the other accompanying documents.   

   

https://plantprotection.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/PQ-Rules-2019.pdf
https://plantprotection.gov.pk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/PQ-Rules-2019.pdf


 
   
   
 

 
 

Phytosanitary Check:   

Freedom from quarantine pests and application of suitable treatment if necessary is ascertained. The 

assessment of compliance by the local importer is also made.  

   

Inspection:   

Inspections are done in warehouses, dry ports, and entry points. The ship holds containers, baggage, and 

packets in the mail are also inspected. The plant and plant products in imports or transit are inspected.   

   

Inspection Based Actions:   

For import consignments, a release order is issued if the material is free of quarantine pests and or suitably 

treated. The import consignments refused entry may be sent back or destroyed. Some material may be 

released after segregation.   

   

Customs Clearance:   

This follows inspection and issuance of a release order or phytosanitary certificate (PC) from the plant 

quarantine service.   

   

Pest Surveillance and Risk Analysis:   

A small unit for pest surveillance and risk analysis has been set up in the quarantine service at Karachi. The 

guidelines as contained in ISPM No.2 and 6 of the FAO are followed.   

   

Seeds:   

For seeds, the procedure depends on whether the import is of an approved variety or a new variety. Seeds of 

approved varieties are subject to seed purity and germination tests. For new varieties, additional 

requirements, including two years of adaptability trials, are needed before approval can be granted for bulk 

import.  

 The electronic copy of each export certificate for plant material and food products is attached in 

Appendix I.  

 Pakistan’s phytosanitary requirements for specific products are outlined in Appendix III. 

   

Livestock and Animal Products:  

For conditions imposed on specific animal products, please refer to the Ministry of National Food Security 

and Research, Animal Quarantine Department’s Animal Quarantine Act 1979, and Animal Quarantine 

Rules 1980 (Regulation of imports into Pakistan). The statutory authority and related regulations governing 

the transportation of animals and animal products for import and export and regulation designed to prevent 

the introduction and dissemination of exotic diseases and issuance of health certificates are the 

responsibilities of the federal government (MNFSR).  

 

Import procedures for livestock products include the following:  

 

Live Animals and Livestock Products:  

In 2015, the Government of Pakistan allowed the import of live cattle from the United States after 

harmonizing the health certificate between the two countries. The import of U.S. live cattle to Pakistan had 

been suspended in 2003 due to Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) concerns.   

  



 
   
   
 

 
 

Beef:   

Pakistan continues to ban imports of all beef and beef products from the United States. However, during the 

April 2024 TIFA Council meeting, Pakistan and the United States reached an agreement in principle on an 

export certificate that would re-open the market for U.S. beef. To date, however, the agreement is still non-

operational due to pending clarifications on Pakistan’s labelling requirements.    
 

 The electronic copy of each export certificate for animal and animal products is attached in 

Appendix II.  

 

Special Certificates:   

All plants and plant products, except fruit and vegetables, require a phytosanitary certificate issued by the 

approved authority in the country of origin.  
  

Livestock must be accompanied by a sanitary certificate issued by the approved authority in the country of 

origin.   
 

For animal products and products containing animal ingredients, the exporter also must certify that the 

product is "Halal.”  
 

Exporters should verify with their importers that all required certificates for customs and quarantine 

clearance have been obtained prior to shipment.  
  

A special certificate of alcoholic strength may be required for some beverage imports.    
 

A supplier's certificate on quality and price are required for certain items.  

 

Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s): 

  

Imports of plants and plant products must receive an import permit issued by the MNFSR, as per the 

conditions of the Plant Quarantine Rules 2019. An importer must apply for an import permit and submit it 

to the exporter, who in turn acquires the required phytosanitary certificate from the relevant exporting 

country authority. The relevant authority in the country of export issues the phytosanitary certificate based 

on the specific conditions stated in the import permit.  

   

Customs and Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) officials inspect imported products to ensure they 

conform to labeling and other import requirements. Imports of live animals or plants require necessary 

certification from the country of origin. After Customs and PPQ issue their respective clearance reports, the 

goods are released upon payment of import duty.  

   

English is the official language.  All agencies will accept documents in English and will respond in English.  

Thus, there is no need to translate documents to Urdu or other local languages to expedite procedures. 

Goods generally can be cleared through Customs in less than a week, if all papers are in order. The system 

allows for appeal (at multiple levels) in case of a dispute.  

   

Pakistan regulations require importers to acquire a compulsory letter of credit or to register a contract with a 

bank in order to import goods into Pakistan. Pakistan uses the Harmonized System to classify and describe 

goods. Customs duties are levied on an ad valorem basis.   



 
   
   
 

 
 

SECTION II. SPECIFIC ATTESTATIONS REQUIRED ON EXPORT CERTIFICATES:  

The attestations for both above-mentioned export certificates must meet all the specific conditions, which 

vary from commodity to commodity and can also change over time.  

SECTION III. GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATES LEGAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:  

Original export certificates must accompany each individual export consignment at the time of entry into 

Pakistan.  The government of Pakistan (GOP) does not accept export self-declarations by suppliers or 

manufacturers as proof of compliance.  However, in certain cases, the GOP may allow export certificates 

containing additional declarations on the import permit by organizations accredited by the government of 

the exporting country.  

SECTION IV. OTHER CERTIFICATION/ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS:  

A certificate of origin issued by the relevant authority of the exporting country’s government, provincial 

government, industry association, or manufacturer/supplier should accompany the export consignment of all 

food and agricultural products, including processed and packaged food. This certificate should mention the 

order number, container number, port of discharge, buyer’s name, and product description, in addition to a 

declaration along the following lines:  
 

The undersigned for (relevant organization) declare that the following mentioned goods as consigned above 

(or below) are products from the United States (or any country of origin). We hereby certify the goods to be 

of U.S. (or any country) origin.  

  

In addition to the above, Halal certification is required for all imported consumer-packaged food and 

beverages. An accreditation authority of the country that validates the Halal Certificate or Halal Certificate 

issuing authority needs to be a member of either the Standard Metrology Institute for Islamic Countries 

(SMIIC) or the International Halal Accreditation Forum (IHAF). The logo of Halal certification body shall 

be printed on the consumer packaging.  

 

The Pakistan government does not require attestation of radioactivity for imports. 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

APPENDIX I. ELECTRONIC COPY OR OUTLINE OF EACH EXPORT CERTIFICATE: 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

APPENDIX II: ELECTRONIC COPY OR OUTLINE OF EACH EXPORT CERTIFICATE FOR 

ANIMAL AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS: 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

APPENDIX III: PAKISTAN’S PHYTOSANITARY REQUIREMENTS TO IMPORT SPECIFIC 

PRODUCTS: 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:   

No Attachments 
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