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Report Highlights:

India is accepting comments on proposed revisions to its Laboratory and Sample Analysis standards.
The key amendments include revised provisions for test reporting, updated methods of food analysis,
and defined timelines for regulatory and import sample testing. Stakeholders have 60 days from April 7,
2025, to submit comments.

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The Foreign

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New Delhi,
USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government
of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is subject to local
rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product entry. [Note: Use
Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host sites geo-
block site access on a rolling basis].

General Information:

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a draft notification to propose
amendments to the Food Safety and Standards (Laboratory and Sample Analysis) Regulations,
2011 (Regulations). Highlights include revised provisions for test reporting, updated methods for
food analysis and defined timelines for regulatory and import sample testing. Specific changes in
the amendment allow the adoption of a validated international method of analysis, if necessary,
and a requirement that the analytical report for imports is issued within 5 days from the date of
receipt of the sample. Additionally, FSSAI will intermittently issue updates related to the Table
under 2.3.1 of the Regulations, 2011, to address previously unlisted food products and their
quantities of sample requirements. A 60-day period from the date of World Trade Organization
(WTO) notification (G/TBT/N/IND/358) will be open for interested stakeholders to comment on
the proposed amendments.

FSSAI intends to strengthen its food safety laboratories and capacity for analysis to ensure
accurate and reliable testing through these updated amendments.

Comments should be sent to:

Dr. Alka Rao

Advisor (Regulations, Science and Standards)
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road

New Delhi — 110 002

Email: spstbt.engpt@fssai.gov.in

For additional details, please see Draft Food Safety and Standards (Laboratory and Sample
Analysis) Amendment Requlations, 2025, pasted below and available online at:
https://fssai.gov.in/ or on the WTO website.

Final details on the draft regulations:
o Date of WTO Notification: April 7, 2025
o Date of Implementation: To be determined
e WTO Notification Number: G/TBT/N/IND/358
o Final date for comments: 60 days from the date of WTO Notification
e Products Affected: All food products
e Agency in Charge: Government of India, Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
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DRAFT FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS (LABORATORY AND SAMPLE
ANALYSIS) AMENDMENT REGULATIONS, 2025

FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 17th February, 2025

F. No. QA/11023/31/2022-QA-FSSAI(2).—The following draft of certain regulations further to amend the
Food Safety and Standards (Laboratory and Sample Analysis) Regulations, 2011, which the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India proposes to make with the previous approval of the Central Government, in exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-section (2) of section 92 of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 (34 of 2006) is hereby published
as required by sub-section (1) of section 92 of the said Act for the information of all persons likely to be affected thereby
and notice is hereby given that the said draft regulations shall be taken into consideration after the expiry of a period of
sixty days from the date on which copies of the Official Gazette in which this notification is published are made available
to the public.

Objections or suggestions, if any, may be addressed to the Chief Executive Officer, Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India, FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road, New Delli - 110002 or sent on email at regulation(@fssai.gov.in.

Objections or suggestions, which may be received from any person with respect to the said draft regulations
before the expiry of the period so specified, shall be considered by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India.

Draft Regulations

1. These regulations may be called the Food Safety and Standards (Laboratory and Sample Analysis) Amendment
Regulations, 2025.

2. Inthe Food Safety and Standards (Laboratory and Sample Analysis) Regulations, 2011.-
(1) mregulation 2.3, i sub-regulation 2.3.1,-
(a) for clause 2, the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“2. After test or analysis, the certificate thereof duly signed by the Director of the Referral Food Laboratory

or the report signed by the Food Analyst shall be supplied forthwith to the sender i Form as prescribed
under FSS Rules, 2011.7;

(b) i clause 4, for the proviso starting with “Provided further that” and ending with “the Food Analyst”,
the following shall be substituted, namely: -

“Provided further that in case of the unspecified products, the quantity drawn shall be as per the guidelines
1ssued by Food Authority from time to time.”;

(2) after regulation 2.4, the following regulation shall be nserted, namely: -
“2.5 Method of Analysis-

2.5.1 The manuals of the method of analysis, as amended or adopted by the Authority from tune to time,
shall be used for analysing the samples of food articles. However, in case the method for analysing any
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parameter 1s not available in these manuals, the Food Laboratory may adopt a validated method of analysis
prescribed by AOAC/ ISO / Pearson’s/ Jacob/ IUPAC/ Food Chemicals CODEX/ BIS/ Codex
Alimentarius/ Woodmen/ Winton-Winton/ Joslyn or any other internationally recognized regulatory
agencies.”;

(3) after regulation 2.5, the following regulation shall be inserted, namely: -
“2.6 Timeline for Analysis-

2.6.1 Regulatory samples:- (1) The Food Analyst shall issue the signed report within 14 days of the
receipt of the article of food for analysis as per the format specified under FSS Rules, 2011.

Provided that in case the sample cannot be analysed within 14 days of its receipt, the Food Analyst
shall inform the Designated Officer and the Commissioner of Food Safety giving reasons and specifying
the time to be taken for analysis.

(2) In case of appeal, referral laboratory shall issue the report signed by the Director within 14 days of
receipt of sample as per the format specitied under FSS Rules, 2011.

Provided that in case the sample cannot be analysed within 14 days of its receipt, the referral
laboratory shall inform the Designated Officer and the Commissioner of Food Safety giving reasons and
specitying the time to be taken for analysis.

2.6.2 Import: Notified laboratory or referral laboratory as the case may be, shall provide the laboratory
analysis report as per the format specified under FSS (Import) Regulations, 2017 within five days from
the date of receipt of the sample.

Provided that in case the sample cannot be tested by the laboratory within the specified time it shall
state the reasons for the same in writing to the Authorised Officer.”;

(4) m regulation, the FORM A and FORM B shall be onutted.

G. KAMALA VARDHANA RAOQ. Chief Executive Officer
[ADVT.-III/4/Exty./990/2024-25]

Attachments:

No Attachments.

Page 4 of 4



