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Report Highlights:

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has published amendments to the Food
Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations, 2020, for pre-packaged food products. The
amendments will take effect on July 1, 2027.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The

Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in New
Delhi, USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The
Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any product is
subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product
entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host
sites geo-block site access on a rolling basis].

On March 30, 2026, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India published

amendments to the Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations, 2020. These
amendments, known as Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) Regulations,

2026, shall become effective from July 1, 2027.

Major Changes:
The amendments introduce several key updates to the existing labeling framework.

o Exempt infant nutrition products from certain recommended dietary allowance labeling

requirements.

Revise provisions for minimally processed foods.

Simplify requirements for specific categories, such as nutraceuticals.

Relax logo display norms for small packages.

Comprehensively update labeling requirements for non-retail containers, including

mandatory disclosures, traceability through accompanying documents, and clear

identification as non-retail products, and

e Require prominent, clear labels for fortified foods to enhance transparency, practicality,
and compliance.

Industry stakeholders view these changes as beneficial for consumer safety and informed
decision-making, with the potential to reduce misleading health claims. However, they note
several challenges.

« Smaller brands may struggle to provide the rigorous scientific data needed to justify
nutritional and health claims.

o Substantial costs and time will be required to redesign labels for both retail and non-retail
food products.

o Companies must restructure labels and/or reformulate products to achieve compliance
without compromising taste or shelf-life.

While the 2027 enforcement deadline allows time for preparation, it demands urgent action from
food manufacturers.

For additional information, please see Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) First
Amendment Regulations, 2026, listed below and available
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online at: https://fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2026/04/69cca2b3f3ce9Notification%20dt%20

24.03.2026_NRC.pdf.

Food Safety and Standards (Labeling and Display) First Amendment, 2026
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FOOD SAFETY AND STANDARDS AUTHORITY OF INDIA
NOTIFICATION
Mew Delhi, the 24th March. 2026

F. No. STINSP-08/A1.2022/N-01.—Whereas a draft of the Food Safery and Standards (Labelling and
Display) Amendment Fegulations, 2022 were published as required by sub-section (1) of section 92 of the Food Safery
and Standards Act, 2008 (34 of 2008) wde notification of the Food Safety and Standards Anthority of India momber F.
No. 5td°5P-08/A1 . 2022/M-01, dated the 30th November, 2022 in the Gazetie of India, Extracrdinary, Part ITT, section
4, imviting objections and suggestions from the persons likely to be affected thereby, before the expiry of the period of
sixty days from the date on which the copies of the Official Gazette containing the szid notification were made
available to the public;

And whereas the copies of the said Gazette were meade available to the public on the 5 December, 2022;

Amnd whereas the objections and suzzestions received from the public in respect of the said draft regulations
have been considered by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India;

Mow, therefore, in exercize of the powers conferred by clanse (k) of sub-secton (2) of saction 92 read with
saction 23 of the szid Act, the Food Safety and Standands Authority of India with the previous spproval of the Central
Government hereby makes the following regulations further to amend the Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and
Display) Repulations, 2020, namely: -

Regulations
1.(1) These regulations may be cslled the Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and Display) First Amendment
Pegunlations, 20246,
{2) They shall come inte force om 15t Fuly 2027,
2. In the Food Safery and Standsrds (Labelling and Display) Begulations, 2020 (herein after refemed to as the said
repulafions), -
{a) n regulaton 3, in sub-repulation {3, -
(i) im clause (), in sub-clause (iv), after the proviso, the following provise shall be inserted, namely -
“Provided further that per serve percentage (%) contribution to Fecommended dietary allowances (BLDA)
and munber of servings per pack may not be given for Infant Mutrition products as defined ander the Food Safety
and Stsndards (Foods for Infant Nuoiton) Fegnlations, 2020.7;

(i) in clausa (), -
(A) for sub-clause (i), the following shall be substitnted namely:-
“(i) Faw agricultural minimslly processed prodocts soch as whest, rice, cereals, polses, fimits and vegetables
and/or products that comprise & single ingredient.

Explanation. - Minimally processed foods are the ones that are slightly altered for the main purpose of
presarvation but which do not substantislly change the nmtional comtent of the food, which may imwobve
cleaning and removing inedible or unwanted pars, zrinding, refigeration, pastearization, fermentation,
freezing, and vacoum-packaging.™;

(B) sub—clsuse (ii) shall be omitted;
(C) for sub-clanse (xiii), the followng sub-clanse shall be mbstitated, namely -
“{xiil) Health supplements, Mutracenticals snd Foods for Special Dietary Uses (FSDU) in tablet, pills and
capsule format, with respect to macromitrients, when sources of energy are insiznificant ™
{b) in regulaton 8, sub-regalation (1) (a) shall be renpumberad as (1A) and after sub-regulztion (14) a5 so renumberad,
the following sub-regulztion shall be nsertad namely -
“{1B) The logos notified under Food Safety and Standards Fegulations may oot be ziven where the surface
area of the package is not more than 100 square centimetres, but this informaton shall be given on the mult-
umnit packages.”
{c) in regulation 10, -
(i) for sub-repulation (1), the following shall be mbstmied, namely -
(1) Every packaged food meant for non-retail sale chall provide the following mandatory information
gither on the container or pasted on the label thereto:
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{a) Hame of the food;

() FE2AT Logo and License number;

{c) Diate marking and storage instructions, when required for the safery or integrity of the product;

{d) Lot pumber or Batch mumbeer or Code mumber; and

(e) Hame and address of the manufacnorer or packer (including counoy of origin for imported
packages)

Provided that in case of non-retail container containing mmltple types of foeod, the mandatory
information shall be provided for all the types of foods contained therein:

Provided further that non-retail container, which provides access to all the information required
by sub-regulation (1) of regulation 10 on the label of pre-packaged foods within the non-retail contaimer,
the information stipulated in sub-regulation (1) of regulation 10 is not required ™;

{1t} for sub-regulation (1), the following shall be substimed, namely:-
1) The following informaton if not provided on the label shall be provided in the accompanying
documents:
(&) List of ingradisnt;
() Declaration regarding Veg or Non-Veg and
() Met Choantity

Prowided that the information required under sub-regulagoen (2) of regulation 10 shall be maceabls o
the fiood in non-retail container:

Provided further that if all information requited under sub-regulation (2) of repulation 10 is made
svailable on the label of non-retail contsiner or pre-packaged foods within the non-retall confainer, sub-
regulation () of sub-regulation 10 does not apply:

Provided also that in the case of a non-retail container usad as a food wansportstion unit that is not
amensble to possess a label, all the information required under sub-regulations (1) and (Z) of regulation 10
shall be provided in the accompanying doonments or through appropriate other mesns (&g elecmonically
between food businesses) and shall be efectively waceable to the food in such containers.™;

(i) for sub-regnlation (4], the following shall be substmted, namely:-

“{4) Every package meant for non-retail sale shall be clearly identifiable as such If the container is not
clearly identifiable as a non-retail container, the contamer shall-

(a) bear a statement to mdicate that the food is not infended to be sold diectly to the consumer or to
clearly identify it as 3 non-Tetail container. Some exsmples of such statements are:

(i) NOMN-EETAIL CONMNTAINEFR;
(ii) NOM-FEETAIL CONTAINEEF. - WOT FOF. DIFECT SALE TO CONSUMEE; or

(b) carry any other mark that indicates that the container is not mtended to be sold directly to
the conmumer.™;

(v after sub-regulation (4), the following sub-regulation shall be insarted, namely :-
“(5) General Information:

(a) Information and the statements required to appear on the labal by virme of these Fegnlations or aoy
other Fegulatons shall be clear, prominent, readily legible and applied in such a manner that any
tampering with it will be evident.

() The mandatory informaton required on the label under sub-regulation (1) of regulation 10 shall

Appear in 4 prominent position oo the non-retail contamer and shall be readily accessible under normal
handling and use of the containes.””

(d}) in the said regulations, in Schadule-I, for the paragraph (1), the following paragraph shall be mbstimted, namely -

{1} Every package of food fortified as per Food Safety and Standards (Fortification of Foods) Eegulations, 2018,
chall carry the words “fortified with ...._...._.. (name of the foriScant)” and the logo, as specified below, on the
labal and may also carmry a tag line “Sampooma Poshan Swasth Jesvan™ under the logo.™;

(&) in the said regulations, in Schedunle-II, -
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(i) in paragraph 1, in sub-paragraph (3), in the Table -

(A) =gainst serial numbsr 1, under colunn (3) with the beading “Declarations™, after the existing entry, the
following note shall be inzerted. namely -

“Motz: This waming statement shall be clearly legible or andible in advertisemants related to Pan Masala™

(B} apainst serial numbser 3, under column (3) with the heading “Declarations”, for clause (1v), following
shall be substnited, namely -

“iv)y Mot recommmended for phenylketonurics; for children; pregnant or lactating women (in case of
Aspartame-Acesnlfame salt or admizmre or combinstion of Aspamame and Acesulfame Potassimm)™.

(ii) in paragraph 1, in sub-paragraph (4), in the Table, -

(A) azainst serial nomber 1 under column (3) with the heading “Declarations”, for clamse (iv) the
following clause shall be substmted, namsly -

“iv)y Mot recommmended for phenylketonurics; for children; pregnant or lactating women (in case of
Aspartame-Acesnlfame salt or admixmre or combinstion of Aspamames and Acesulfame Potassium).™;

(B} against zerial number 2, under column (3) with the heading “Declarations”, after the proviso, the
following provise shall be inserted, namely @-
“Provided Sarther that the repetition of information may not be reguired for combination of
sweeleners.”;

(iil) for the words “pregmant and lactating mothers™, wherever they ocour, the words “pregnent or lactatng
women™ shall be mbstinted.

FATIT PUNHAMI Chief Executve Officer
[ADVT.-III'4/Exty.T83/2025-24]

Note: The Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and Display) Begnlatdons, 2020 were published in the Gazate of
Indiz, Extraordinary Part I, section 4 vide notification mumber F. Mo, 1-84FSSATSP(Labellingy 2014 (B2,
dated the 17* Movember, 2020 and last amended vide notification number F. Mo, $5-T017/1/2023-5tandard-
FS5AT, dated the Sth August, 2025

Attachments:

No Attachments.
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