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This report outlines The Bahamas’ certification requirements and includes an Export Certificate Matrix
as well as examples of select Export Certificates.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY
STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




This report was prepared by the Caribbean Basin Agricultural Trade Office (CBATO) in Miami, Florida,
for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products. While every possible care has been
taken in the preparation of this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either
because policies have changed since its preparation, or because clear and consistent information about
these policies was not available. It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of
import requirements with their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to research such
matters with local authorities, before any goods are shipped. FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY
PRODUCTS IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY’S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY
BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.

Table of Contents

o ST oL UL AV I YU Y0 0 - | N 3
Section I. List of All Export Certificates Required By Government (MatriX) .......ccocveevvieeeiieeiieeecie e e sreeesvneesiee s 4
Section Il. Purpose of Specific EXPort CertifiCate(S).....uuuiiiiiiiiiiiei ettt ee e et e e e e e e ate e e e e areeas 5
Section lll. Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificate(s)......cceeeriieeiiiiiie et 7
Section IV. Government Certificate’s Legal Entry REQUIrEMENTS ...ccccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiec ettt 7
Section V. Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements to Ensure Market ENtry .........ccoceeeeeeeeiieeeiiieeciee e 7
Appendix | - SAmMpPle EXPOrt COrtifiCates .....ccuuiii ettt ee e e e et e e e et e e e e eeabaee e eeabeeeeennreeas 8



Executive Summary

Given The Bahamas’ proximity to South Florida and the fact that it imports the vast majority of its food
needs from the United States, The Bahamas has historically placed a large degree of trust in U.S. food
safety and animal and plant health regulatory systems. Standard sanitary and phytosanitary
certificates issued by U.S. Federal regulatory authorities are fully accepted by the Government of The
Bahamas. Certificates must be originals and must accompany products at the time of entry. Itis
recommended that U.S. suppliers have their Bahamian buyer verify compliance with all certification
requirements prior to shipping any products to The Bahamas. U.S. Exporters may also refer to The
Bahamas Food Agricultural Import Regulations Standards (FAIRS) Country report for more information.



Section I. List of All Export Certificates Required By Government (Matrix)

Product(s) Title of Attestation Purpose Requesting
Certificate Required Ministry
on
Certificate
Meat Products / Meat and Poultry None. Food Ministry of
Poultry Export Certificate of  [Standard FSIS Safety/Food  [Agriculture (Bahamas
Wholesomeness 9060-5 is Quality & Agricultural Food
acceptable. Animal Safety Authority
Health (BAHFSA) &
Protection Department of
Agriculture/Veterinary
Services Unit)
Unprocessed Sanitary Certificate None. Standard Food Ministry of
Dairy Products for Exports AMS certificate is  [Safety/Food  |Agriculture (BAHFSA
acceptable. Quality & &
Animal Department of
Health Agriculture/Veterinary
Protection Services Unit)
Fresh Table A. Shell Egg Grading [None. Standard Food Ministry of
Eggs'/ Certificate AMS certificate is  [Safety/Food  |Agriculture (BAHFSA
acceptable. Quality &

Department of
Agriculture/Veterinary
Services Unit)




Plant Products
(i.e. Fresh fruits
and vegetables)

depending on
product and
State/region of
origin.

Fresh Table B. Disease Free None. Standard Animal Ministry of
Eggs!/ Certification AMS certificate is  |Health Agriculture (BAHFSA
Statements For acceptable. Protection &
Other Countries Department of
Agriculture/Veterinary
Services Unit)
Plants and Phytosanitary Exact attestation Plant Ministry of
Unprocessed Certificate may vary Protection Agriculture (BAHFSA)

Unprocessed
Seafood

Export Health
Certificate

To be determined
by BAHFSA.

Food Safety

Ministry of Agriculture
(BAHFSA)

1/ - Please note that fresh table eggs, also known as shell eggs, require two certificates for export to
The Bahamas: a) the Shell Egg Grading Certificate; and b) the Disease Free Certification Statements For

Other Countries.

Section Il. Purpose of Specific Export Certificate(s)
e Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness: BAHFSA and the Department of

Agriculture’s Veterinary Services Unit require this certificate for food quality purposes.

Note: USDA’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) issues this certificate.




e Sanitary Certificate for Exports (for unprocessed dairy products): BAHFSA and the Department
of Agriculture’s Veterinary Services Unit require this certificate for food safety/quality purposes
and animal health purposes.

Note: USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) issues this certificate.

o Shell Egg Grading Certificate: BAHFSA and the Department of Agriculture’s Veterinary Services
Unit require this certificate for food safety/quality purposes.

Note: USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) issues this certificate.

® Disease Free Certification Statements for Other Countries: BAHFSA and the Department of
Agriculture’s Veterinary Services Unit require this certificate for animal health purposes.

Note: USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) issues this certificate.

e Phytosanitary Certificate: This certificate is required by the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine
Resources Plant Protection Office for plant protection purposes.

Note: USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is the principal U.S. Federal Agency
responsible for issuing Phytosanitary Certificates.

® Export Health Certificate (for unprocessed seafood): This certificate is required by BAHFSA for
food safety purposes.

Note: This certificate is issued by the National Marine Fisheries Service, a dependency of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the U.S. Department of Commerce.



Section lll. Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificate(s)

For most certificates, no additional attestations are required. The attestations made on the standard
forms of the certificates are acceptable. One exception to this may be the Phytosanitary Certificate.
The exact attestation required, which will be outlined in the import permit that must be obtained by
the importer in advance of the shipment, may vary depending on the nature of the product and
phytosanitary conditions in the country of origin. The following sample attestation is meant as a
guideline only:

“The products have been inspected and/or tested according to appropriate official procedures and are
considered to be free from pests and diseases and conform to the current phytosanitary requirements
of The Bahamas.”

Another exception may be the Export Health Certificate (for unprocessed seafood). BAHFSA will make
a determination on any additional requirements in this regard.

Section IV. Government Certificate’s Legal Entry Requirements

As a general rule, The Bahamas Government requires that all certificates be issued by a U.S. Federal
Agency. The Government will not accept U.S. State-issued certificates or manufacturer/supplier’s
export declarations as proof of compliance. Customs Officials will accept the certificates for the
indicated shipment only, and an original certificate must accompany the products at the time of entry.

It is important to note that The Bahamas is preparing to integrate electronic phytosanitary certificates
(ePhytos) by January 2021. Currently a phytosanitary certificate is required to accompany every
consignment of imported plants and plant products. By accepting ePhytos, which would be received
even prior to the consignment's arrival at a port of entry, The Bahamas expects to expedite imports
even further.

Section V. Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements to Ensure Market
Entry

U.S. suppliers should work closely with their Bahamian importer to ensure that they are in full
compliance with the latest certification requirements and other specified conditions of entry.



Appendix | - Sample Export Certificates
FSIS Form 9060-5 Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness
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AMS Sanitary Certificate for Exports (Dairy)

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA USDA

SANITARY CERTIFICATE FOR EXPORTS \(‘\/
N,

Country of Origin: USA
Certification Authority: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing Service
Reference Number of this Certificate: [ CertNo ]

I. Exporter (Name and Address)
[ ExportName ]
[ ExportAddr]
[ ExportCltySt ]

II. Idcnllﬁcatwn of lhe Dalry Products (Information Supplied by the Manufacturer or Exporter)
Product Descrlpuon ¥
Condition‘or Kind o _Ti‘edtment [ Condition |
Type of Packaging: [ PkgType]
Number of Packagcs [ NumPkgs 5
Total Net Weight:.. [ NetWt ] G
Required Temperature, Storagc and Transponauon [ ReqTemp |
Validity Date (Shelf Lifec): [ Shellefe ]

III. Origin of the Products: (Informa fion Supplzed by the Manufacturer or Exporter)
[ OriginName ] £ .
[ OriginCity | : i
Plant Number: [ OrlgmNo ]

V.
Origin: [DestName]
[ DestAddr |
Destination: | Destination |
Method of Transport: [ Transport ]

V. Sanitary Certification i

(1)  The United States of America is free from Foot & Mouth Dlsease and Rinderpest

(2) The product was manufactured in facilities inspected and approved by the competent authority and
subjected to regular-audits or inspections aimed at ensuring that the processing is properly and
hygienically carried out, to produce a product that is fit for human consumption,

(3) The product was manufactured from milk or milk products that received a pasteurization treatment or
adequate safeguards have been taken with the aim of avoidmg public heallh_hazards arising from
pathogenic organisms-associated with milk. :

(4) To the best of our knowledge, the product contains no harmful lcvels o contammants

[ Name | Date Signed L
[ Title ]
USDA, Dairy Grading



AMS Shell Egg Grading Certificate
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AMS Shell Egg Grading Certificate, continued.
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AMS Disease Free Statement Certification for Other Countries

USD A United States Agricultural 1400 Independence Avenue, SW
™ Department of Marketing Room 3935-S, STOP 0258
T . . .

| Agriculture Service Washington, DC 20250-0258

Disease Free Certification Statements for Other Countries

Shell Egg Grading Certificate No. SEA - Dated:

“The U. S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Veterinary Services
certifies that:

The shell eggs were produced in a zone that was free of HPAI for 21 days prior to lay;

No cases of velogenic Newcastle disease (VND) have been reported in commercial laying chicken flocks
in the county(ies) of origin where the eggs originated from. These eggs were produced in the

county(ies) in the state of ( ) identified below:

The shell eggs covered by this certificate were produced by birds originating from breeding flocks
classified Salmonella enteritidis (SE) Clean, which have not been identified within 90 days before shipment
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, as being infected with
SE, including SE phage type 4.”

Signature of Grader
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APHIS PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE — PPQ Form 577

FORM APPROVED
No phytosanitary certificate can be Issued untl an application Is compieted (7 CFR 353) OMB NO. 0578-0052

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE

PLANT PROTECTION AND QUARANTINE rJI‘MEOFISSUESAhd PL E _U‘s DA

PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE

TO: THE PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION(S) OF " FPC X2XOOXXX —
SA M P L E DATE INSPECTED

CERTIFICATION

This is to ceriify that the plants, plant product or other regulated articles described hersin have been inspected andlor tested according to appropriate official
procaeduras and are considered o be free from the quarantine pests, specified by the importing contracting party and 1o conform with the cumrent phytosanitary
requirements of the importing contracting party including those for regulated non-quarantine pests.

DISINFESTATION AND/OR DISINFECTION TREATMENT

1. DATE 2. TREATMENT
3. CHEMICAL (acive ingredient) 4. DURATION AND TEMPERATURE
5. CONCENTRATION 6. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

DESCRIPTION OF THE CONSIGNMENT

7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF EXPORTER 6. DECLARED NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE CONSIGNEE

SAMPLE SAMPLE

5. NAME OF PRODUCE AND QUANTITY DECLARED 10. BOTANICAL NAME OF PLANTS
11. NUMBER AND DESCRIPTION OF PACKAGES 12. DISTINGUISHING MARKS
13. PLACE OF ORIGIN 14. DECLARED MEANS OF CONVEYANCE

SAMPLE SAMPLE

15. DECLARED POINT OF ENTRY

WARNING: Any alteration, forgery, or unautharized use of this phytosanitary certificate is subject to civil penalties of up to $250,000 (7 U.5.C. Section 7734(b))
or punishable by a fine of not more than 310,000, or imprisonment of not more than 5 years. or both (18 U.S.C. Section 1001).

ADDITIONAL DECLARATION

SAMPLE SAMPLE

Page 1 of 1

16. DATE ISSUED 17. NAME OF AUTHORIZED COFFICER (Type or Prnf) 13. SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED OFFICER

Mo liability shall attach to the United States Department of Agriculture or to any officer or representative of the Department with respect to this
certificate.

PPQ Fomm 57T FEB 2001 Previous ediions are obsolete aner 8/30/M1
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NOAA Export Health Certificate

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

T Jeepestie, CERTIFICATE NO.:
& y "w,v National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration :

- red b National Marine Fisheries Service

‘ "‘T' " SEAFOOD INSPECTION PROGRAM

4 &

ey o
Srargs of

This certificate is admissible in all Courts of the United States as prima facie evidence of the truth of the statements therein contained. This certificate does not
excuse failure to comply with any Federal or State laws. WARNING: Any person who shall falsely make issue, alter, forge or certifv, or participate in any action, is
subject to a fine of not more than 31,000 or imprisonment for not more than (1 )vear, or both [7 US.C. 1622(h)].

ISSUING OFFICE:

EXPORTED CONSIGNED
BY: TO:
SHIPPED VIA: PORT OF EMBARKATION PORT OF DEBARKATION
IFYING MARKS: TOTAL CONTAINERS TOTAL MARKED WEIGHT
571 14275.00 Ib/ 6475.10 kg
- ARE TVPE STV B LOT NO. CONTAINER 3 LOT WEIGHT | ABFIL
PRODUCT CLASS, TYPE STYLE & CODE SIZE CONTAINERS [ IBS | KG

RESULTS:

REMARKS:

I certify that in compliance with the regulations of the Secretary of Commer

e governing the inspection and certification of the
product designated herein pursuant to the act of August 14, 1946, as amended (7 U.S. C. 1621-1627), samples from lots
indicated above have been examined in accordance with current regulations and standards and the results are shown above.

SIGNATURE/NO. OF INSPECTOR

PLEASE REFER TO THIS CERTIFICATE BY NUMBER AND DATE.

OFFICIAL STAMP

Revised 10/1988
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Attachments:

No Attachments
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