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Report Highlights: 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a directive notifying its final timeline to 

allow the import of specialty food products for Inborn Errors of Metabolism (IEM) and Hypoallergenic 

conditions.  The new compliance date is July 1, 2021.  FSSAI recently published its Food Safety and Standards 

(Foods for Infant Nutrition) which includes standards for such specialty foods.  The directive also lists 

conditions under which imports of specialty foods will be allowed. 
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General Information: 

 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in/.  The Office of Agricultural Affairs, USDA 

and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. 

 

On January 19, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India notified its final timeline on the 

implementation of regulations governing the import of specialty foods to India.  The final timeline has now 

been set as the standards for specialty food products are established and covered under the recently published 

Food Safety and Standards (Foods for Infant Nutrition) Regulations, 2020.  The current directive supersedes its 

earlier issued order dated May 2, 2019 which extended the timeline for imports of specialty foods for special 

medical and therapeutic purposes for another year from May 2, 2019 or until their standards are established by 

FSSAI.  The new FSSAI announcement gives June 30, 2021, as the final date to import these specialty foods 

and beginning July 1, 2021, the importer should adhere to the following conditions, listed in Annexure-I, to 

import within this timeline.  These conditions also apply to domestically produced, specialty food products. 

 

a) In advance, the importing firm would submit to FSSAI all necessary documents related to the 

composition, label and claims for the product they intend to import.  FSSAI, after due examination, 

would allow the import on a case-to-case basis.  Once a particular composition, label, and claim is 

permitted by FSSAI for import, future consignments strictly adhering to the requirements can be 

imported based on this onetime permission. 

b) The labels on these foods shall clearly mention the medical conditions for which they have to be used. 

c) The importer/manufacturer of such foods shall ensure that they are consumed only under supervision of 

health care professionals. 

 

For background information on this subject, readers may refer to (GAIN-INDIA-IN9038-Timeline to Import 

Specialty Foods Gets Extended Further [May 3, 2019]).  The full text of FSSAI’s direction dated January 19, 

2021, and May 2, 2019, are pasted below for reference. 

 

 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://www.fssai.gov.in/upload/notifications/2020/12/5fd719575c4d5Gazette_Notification_Food_Infant_14_12_2020.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Timeline%20to%20Import%20Specialty%20Foods%20Gets%20Extended%20Further_New%20Delhi_India_5-3-2019
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Timeline%20to%20Import%20Specialty%20Foods%20Gets%20Extended%20Further_New%20Delhi_India_5-3-2019
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


