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Executive Summary  
This report summarizes the major export certificates required to export U.S. food and 

agricultural products to Israel. The certificates include an invoice declaration; export certificate; 

health certificate; phytosanitary certificate; and additional certificates stated in the report. These 

certificates are for sanitary, phytosanitary, and food safety purposes. Post recommends that U.S. 

exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their Israeli customers before any goods 

are shipped. For 2021, there are no changes to requirements from the previous year.  

SECTION I: Required Export Certificates:  

Table 1: Required Export Certificates 

Product (s) Title of Certification Attestation 

Required 

Purpose Requesting 

Ministry 

All Products 

 

Export Certificate 

(FDA Certificate of Free 

Sale, Certificate to a 

Foreign Government or 

Sanitary/Health 

Certificate1) 

 Health/Free Sale 

Certificate 

MOAG, MoH 

Invoice Declaration2 

 

 Origin of Product MOAG, MoH 

Grains and 

Oilseeds 

(Human 

Consumption) 

 

Phytosanitary Certificate 

(APHIS) 

See model #1 in 

Appendix II 

Health Certificate MOAG, MoH 

Grain Inspection 

Certificate (FGIS) 

 Weight, Grade  MOAG, MoH 

Stowage Examination 

Certificate (FGIS) 

 Free of pests and 

contaminants 

MOAG, MoH 

Fumigation Certificate  

(if applicable)  

 Health Certificate MOAG, MoH 

Weight Certificate (FGIS)  Weight MOAG, MoH 

Meat Frozen, 

Fresh or 

Chilled 

 

Kosher Slaughter 

Certificate 

 Religious 

Certification 

Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel 

FSIS Letterhead 

Certificate 

See model #2 in 

Appendix II 

Health Certificate MOAG, MoH 

Meat and Poultry Export 

Certificate of 

Wholesomeness3 

(FSIS) 

See model #3 in 

Appendix II 

Health Certificate MOAG, MoH 

 

                                                           
1 Export certificates are issued by a number of US agencies, depending on product. Please see example certificates 

in Appendix III: FDA – Processed Products; AMS – Dairy Products; FGIS – Grains and Oilseeds; FSIS – Meat and 

Poultry; NOAA – Fish and Seafood Products. 
2 Note that the Certificate of Origin for Exporting to Israel has been replaced with an “Invoice Declaration”, see 

Certificate of Origin update.  
3 For additional requirements relating to meat, please see the FSIS Export Library.  

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/israel-certificate-origin-update
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Israel
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Product (s) Title of Certification Attestation 

Required 

Purpose Requesting 

Ministry 

Processed 

Meat 

Products 

Kosher Slaughter 

Certificate 

 Religious 

Certification 

Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel 

FSIS is negotiating an agreement with the MoH 

regarding the necessary Health Certificate for 

processed meat 

Health Certificate MoH 

Processed 

Poultry 

Products 

Kosher Slaughter 

Certificate 

 Religious 

Certification 

Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel 

Currently there is no agreed upon Health 

Certificate, USDA will need to negotiate an 

agreement with the MoH regarding the 

necessary Health Certificate for processed 

poultry 

Health Certificate MoH 

Poultry 

Products 

Frozen, Fresh 

or Chilled 

Kosher Slaughter 

Certificate 

 Religious 

Certification 

Chief Rabbinate of 

Israel 

Currently there is no agreed upon Health 

Certificate, USDA will need to negotiate an 

agreement with the MoH and MOAG regarding 

the necessary Health Certificate for poultry 

Health Certificate MOAG, MoH 

Day Old 

Chicks and 

Hatching Eggs 

Veterinary Health 

Certificate for day old 

chicks/waterfowl/turkey 

and hatching eggs 

exported from the United 

States of America and 

imported to Israel 

NOTE: Specific 

attestations are 

required. See Section 

III for details and 

model #5 in 

Appendix II 

Health Certificate MOAG 

Dairy 

Products 

Sanitary Certificate (AMS)  Health Certificate MoH 

Certificate of Analysis   MoH 

Fish and Fish 

Products 

Export Health Certificate 

and Certificate of Origin 

(NOAA)4 

See model #6 in 

Appendix II 

Health Certificate MoH 

Fruits and 

Vegetables 

Phytosanitary Certificate 

(APHIS) 

See model #1 in 

Appendix II 
Phytosanitary 

Certificate 

MOAG, MoH 

Live Animals  Veterinary Health 

Certificate (APHIS)5 

For Domestic Dogs 

and Cats, see model 

#7 in Appendix II  

Health Certificate MOAG 

Table Eggs The Israeli Veterinary Services and Animal 

Health (IVSAH) are negotiating with USDA on 

the matter 

Health Certificate MOAG, MoH 

Ministry of Agriculture (MOAG), Ministry of Health (MoH) 

                                                           
4 For additional requirements see NOAA FISHERIES Export Requirements by Country and Jurisdiction. 
5 For additional and specific requirements see APHIS Export Live Animals, International Regulations for Animals, 

Export by Country, Israel.  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/export-requirements-country-and-jurisdiction-g-m-2#israel
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_i/ct_animal_israel
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/export/international-standard-setting-activities-oie/regionalization/sa_by_country/sa_i/ct_animal_israel
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Sensitive Products  

Israel divides food products broadly into “sensitive” and “non-sensitive products.” Israeli 

authorities have more stringent certificate requirements for those goods listed as sensitive. While 

non-sensitive products may require only a sanitary or health certificate, sensitive products could 

require additional certification such as a manufacturing license (ISO 9001 or 22000), GMP 

certificate, or a certificate of thermal treatment for low acid canned goods. A list of sensitive 

food products can be found in Appendix I. Exporters should work closely with Israeli importers 

on verifying and meeting certificate requirements for sensitive products.   

Animal Feeds  

Israel groups animal feeds into ten categories, each of which maintains a distinct certificate 

requirement. Exporters of these products should be aware of the group that includes their specific 

product and the certificate requirements for that group of products. Table 2 lays out the groups 

and their requirements. Table 3 includes more detail regarding the definition of each feed group.  

Note that the requirement for a Plant Accreditation Certificate can generally be met with ISO 

9001/2000 standard or similar (GMP, HACCP or equivalent).   

Table 2: Animal Feed Groups and Certificate Requirements  
Group  Invoice 

Declaration  
Cert of 

Analysis  
Plant 

Accreditation 

Cert  

Vet Cert  Cert of 

Composition  
Cert of Free 

Sale  
Cert of 

Nutritional 

Analysis  

Group I: Major 

Grains (i.e. 

wheat, maize, 

sorghum, barley, 

rye, oats, 

triticale, lupine)  

Yes  For pesticide 

residue, 

mycotoxins and 

heavy metals  

          

Group II: Minor 

Grains  

Yes  For aflatoxins            

Group III: Plants 

and Products 

Thereof  

  For pesticide 

residue, 

mycotoxins and 

heavy metals  

Yes for 

processed 

products  

        

Group IV: Veg 

Oils & Fats  

  For dioxins and 

heavy metals  

Yes          

Group V: Milk 

Replacers  

  For nutritional 

value  

  Yes  Yes      

Group VI: 

Animal Products 

and Byproducts 

(incl. rendered 

products, dairy 

remains, 

microorganisms, 

animal fats)  

  For dioxins and 

heavy metals for 

animal fats. Cert 

of Analysis 

excluding the 

presence of 

proteins of 

mammal origin 

in meals.  

  Yes        

Group VII: Feed 

Additives  

  For active 

ingredients. For 

minerals, a Cert 

of Analysis for 

heavy metals 

and dioxin  

Yes    Yes  Yes, or cert 

attesting to 

gov’t 

supervision of 

production  

Yes  
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Group  Invoice 

Declaration  
Cert of 

Analysis  
Plant 

Accreditation 

Cert  

Vet Cert  Cert of 

Composition  
Cert of Free 

Sale  
Cert of 

Nutritional 

Analysis  

Group VIII: 

Complete Feeds 

(Pet and Farm)  

    Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes    

Group IX: 

Complete and 

Supplementary 

Feedstuffs (incl. 

fish feed)  

  For pesticide 

residues, 

mycotoxins and 

heavy metals  

Yes  Yes  Yes  Yes    

Group X: 

Premixes  

  For heavy 

metals and 

dioxin for 

mineral 

premixes  

Yes  Yes, if 

contain 

animal 

components  

Yes  Yes, or cert 

attesting to 

gov’t 

supervision of 

production   

  

Table 3: Animal Feed Categories and Descriptions  
Category   Description  

Group I  Major grains: wheat, maize, sorghum, barley, rye, oats, triticale and lupine  

Group II  Minor grains: those not mentioned above  

Group III  Plants, plant products and byproducts. By-products from flour mills, cakes, human food industry by-

products and other plant by-products  

Group IV  Vegetable oils and fats  

Group V  Milk replacers  

Group VI  Animal products and by-products rendering plant products, animal fats, dairy industry remains, and 

microorganisms  

Group VII  Feed additives and for farm animals  

Group VII  Complete pet foods, complementary food and food supplements; complete feed for other species (horses, 

laboratory animals, ornamental fish, ornamental birds etc.)  

Group IX  Conditions for importing complete and supplementary feedstuffs for farm animals and fish  

Group X  Premixes and raw materials  

SECTION II: Purpose of Specific Export Certificate  
 (See Section I above)  

SECTION III: Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificates  
(See Section I above)  
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SECTION IV: Government Export Certificate’s Legal Entry Requirements  
The general principles of certification for a consignment of animals or products of animal origin 

are detailed below and can also be found in Appendix II.  

General Principles of Certification:  

 The representative of the competent authority of dispatch issuing a certificate to 

accompany a consignment of animals or animal origin must sign the certificate and ensure 

that it bears an official stamp. This requirement applies to each sheet of the certificate if it 

consists of more than one.  

 Certificates must be drawn up in English. However, it is possible to certify bilingually for 

the official language of the exporting country and English.  

 The original version of the certificate must accompany consignments on entry into Israel.  

 Certificates must consist of:  

 A single sheet of paper; or  

 Two or more pages that are part of a single and indivisible sheet of paper; or  

 A sequence of papers numbered so as to indicate that it is a particular page in a 

finite sequence (for example, ‘page 2 of 4’).  

 Certificates must bear a unique identifying number. Where the certificate consists of a 

sequence of pages, each page must indicate this number.  

 The original veterinary health certificate must bear the word “ORIGINAL”. Copies of the 

veterinary health certificate must bear the word “COPY”.  

 The certificate must be issued before the consignment to which it relates leaves the 

control of the competent authority of the country of dispatch.  

 The color of the stamp and signature must be different then to that of the other particulars 

in the certificate.  

 Near each addition or correction, a signature and an official stamp must be added. Any 

deletion in the certificate should be in a manner that the deleted should be readable.  

SECTION V: Other Certification Requirements to Ensure Market Entry  
Invoice Declaration  

The Certificate of Origin for Exporting to Israel has been replaced with an “Invoice 

Declaration”, see Certificate of Origin update.   

Packing List   

A certificate from the exporter listing the content of the shipment.  

Animal Feed  

Importation of animal feed is regulated under the 2014 Control of Animal Feed Law (Hebrew). 

The law regulates the production and marketing of animal feed.   

Live Animals (including semen and embryos)  

Importation of Live Animals (including semen and embryos) is regulated under Animal Disease 

Regulations (Imports of Animals) 1974. Further details on the importation of pets are available 

in Section III.   

Other Products of Animal Origin  

The importation of products of animal origin is regulated under the Animal Disease Regulations 

(Import and Export of Animal Products) 1988.   

https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/israel-certificate-origin-update
https://fs.knesset.gov.il/19/law/19_lsr_301502.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/isr21083.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/isr21083.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/isr21241.pdf
http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/isr21241.pdf
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For the purpose of these regulations, animal products are considered the carcass of animal, 

inclusive of any part of an animal including blood and its components, skin, hide, bones, internal 

organs, hooves, horns, wool, hair, bristles, feathers, dung, and including meal, processed fat, and 

other products derived from animal products, or material containing any such part used for the 

feeding of animals or the preparation of animal feed.  

Food  

Importation of food is regulated under the Public Health Protection (Food) Law 2015 (Hebrew). 

Food imports to Israel can be broadly divided into two categories: sensitive and non-sensitive 

products. A list of sensitive food products can be found in Appendix I. The importation of 

sensitive food products often requires specific analysis, for instance in the case of milk products 

the Certificate of Analysis must include a phosphate and microbiological analysis.  

Plants and Plant Products  

Under Israeli plant regulation, certain low-risk plant materials may be imported without a 

phytosanitary certificate. In these cases, the products are required to be accompanied by an 

invoice declaration. The specific products that are eligible for the exception are listed in the 

Regulation. Exporters that believe their products may be eligible for this exemption are 

encouraged to review Israeli Plant Protection Regulations (Plant Import, Plant Products, Pests 

and Regulated Articles) - 2009 and work closely with Israeli importers.  

  

https://www.nevo.co.il/law_word/law01/049_062.doc
https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/legalinfo/plant_import_regulations_2009_unofficial_translation/he/procedure_plantimportregulations2009unofficialtranslation.pdf
https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/legalinfo/plant_import_regulations_2009_unofficial_translation/he/procedure_plantimportregulations2009unofficialtranslation.pdf


 
      
 

9 
 

Appendix I: Sensitive Food Products 

1. Milk products, and milk products substitutes, that contain milk components  

2. Meat and poultry products  

3. Fish and fish products, including mollusks, crustaceans and marine animals from the 

echinoderms group  

4. Eggs and egg products  

5. Honey and honey products  

6. Products containing gelatin, or collagen products, or both, including products that 

contain collagen  

7. Low acidic canned food (pH >= 4.5)  

8. Food products that must be stored, kept or transported at a controlled temperature or at a 

defined temperature, as defined by law, provided that the temperature is less than eight degrees 

Celsius  

  

9. Food products for people with special nutritional needs, excluding food marked as 

“Gluten free”, as specified below:  

a. Foods intended for consumption by infants and toddlers including formulas and 

foods marked as supplementary foods;   

b. Designated foods as defined by law (Hebrew), excluding foods marked "gluten 

free";  

c. Foods intended to replace a daily diet, in whole or in part, including athletes' 

formulas or supplements;  

d. Dietary supplements as defined by law (Hebrew);  

e. Vitamins, minerals and amino acids for use as a nutritional component in the food 

industry.  

10. Mushrooms and mushroom mixtures, including products in which mushrooms are a main 

ingredient   

11. Microorganisms for use in the food industry or as a finished product  

12. Bottled drinking water, mineral water, and mineral water-based beverages   

13. Edible food colors for the retail market  

14. Khat leaves in their natural form intended for chewing  
Source: Protection of Public Health (Food)(Declaration of Sensitive Food) 2019 (Hebrew only)  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/legalinfo/health-mazon01a/he/files_legislation_food_health-mazon01A.pdf
https://www.health.gov.il/LegislationLibrary/health-mazon31A.pdf
https://www.health.gov.il/LegislationLibrary/Health-Mazon59.pdf
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Appendix II: Example Certificates 
Model Export Certificate #1 

Phytosanitary Certificate 
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Model Export Certificate #2 

Letterhead Certificate for Export of Beef and Products 
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Model Export Certificate #3 

Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness 
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Model Export Certificate #4 

General Principles of Certification for Consignments of Animal or Products of Animal 

Origin 

 

 

  



 
      
 

14 
 

Model Export Certificate #5 

Day-old chicks and Hatching Eggs 
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Model Export Certificate #6 

Fish and Fishery Products 
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Model Export Certificate #7 

Domestic Dogs and Cats 
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Attachments:   

No Attachments 
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