USDA Foreign Agricultural Service

Global Agriculturdl "ln'fcirr\ﬁ"é“ﬁon Network

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE
BY USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S.
GOVERNMENT POLICY

Required Report - public distribution

Date: 11/19/2017
GAIN Report Number:

Egypt

Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards -
Certification

FAIRS Export Certificate Report

Approved By:

Ali Abdi

Prepared By:

Dr. Ahmed Wally and Bret Tate

Report Highlights:

The report lists and describes certificates that should accompany food and agricultural products to
Egypt. It also includes the purpose of each certificate and the governmental agency responsible. In
general, an original invoice, bill of lading, packing list, weighing list, health certificate, batch
number certificate, certificate of origin, and insurance certificate are required to accompany any
shipment. An export certificate matrix is included in this report.



SECTION I: REQUIRED EXPORT CERTIFICATES:

(Issued by FGIS or private
laboratory)

that product matches
contract terms

Product (s) Title of Certification Attestation Required Purpose Requesting Ministry
All Products Export Certificate Heath/Free Sale GOEIC, MoH
(FDA Certificate of Free Certificate
Sale or Sanitary/Health
Certificate!)
Certificate of Origin Origin of Product GOEIC, MoF
(Issued by state/local (Customs Authority)
authorities or local chamber
of commerce)
Grains and Phytosanitary Certificate Health Certificate GOEIC, MoA, MoH
Oilseeds (APHIS)
Grain Inspection Certificate | Aflatoxin test of less Weight, quality, GOEIC, MoA
(FGIS) than 2 ppm aflatoxin < 2ppm
Stowage Examination Free of pests and GOEIC, MoA, MoH
Certificate (FGIS) contaminates
Vegetable Oil Analysis Certificate Lab results to assure | GOEIC, MoA, MoH

Meat, Poultry,
and Products?

Halal Slaughter Certificate

Religious Certification

GOEIC, MoA, MoH

Meat and Poultry Export
Certificate of
Wholesomeness®
(FSIS)

NOTE: Specific
attestations are
required. See FSIS
Export Library for
details.

Health Certificate

GOEIC, MoA, MoH

Fish and Fish
Products

Export Health Certificate
and Certificate of Origin
(NOAA)

Product not caught
using explosives nor
harvested from
contaminated waters.

Health Certificate

GOEIC, MoA, MoH

Dairy Products

Sanitary Certificate (AMS)

Health Certificate

GOEIC, MoA, MoH

required by the

Egyptian MoA, prior to

import seeds for
planting.

Fruits and Phytosanitary Certificate Phytosanitary GOEIC, MoA
Vegetables (APHIS) Certificate

Planting Seeds | Phytosanitary Certificate NOTE: Prior Phytosanitary GOEIC, MoA
(APHIS) authorization is Certificate

Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), Ministry of Health (MoH), Ministry of Finance (MoF), and General Organization for
Import and Export Control (GOEIC)

! Export certificates are issued by a number of US agencies, depending on product. Please see agency links in
Appendix 1 for details on obtaining certificates: FDA — Processed Products; AMS — Dairy Products; FGIS — Grains
and Oilseeds; FSIS — Meat and Poultry; NOAA — Fish and Seafood Products.

2 Note that any processed products containing meat or poultry must meet the same requirements listed under Meat,
Poultry, and Products.

3 For additional requirements of meat, poultry, and products see the FSIS Export Library: http://www.fsis.usda.gov
Iwps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/Egypt




SECTION II: PURPOSE OF SPECIFIC EXPORT CERTIFICATE
(See Section I)
SECTION I11: SPECIAL ATTESTATION REQUIRED ON THE EXPORT CERTIFICATE

Export Certificate

The specific export certificate will vary according to the product. In general terms, the certificate
must indicate that the product is produced under a recognized process rendering it free of public
health hazards and that it is freely sold for human consumption in the country of origin. If questions
arise regarding the specific certificate or attestation needed, exporters are advised to contact the
USDA Office of Agricultural Affairs or the importing firm prior to shipping.

Certificate of Origin

The certificate of origin is required by the GOEIC and the Egyptian Customs Authority. The
document is expected to indicate the manufacturing location of the product being imported.
Historically, there has been flexibility in the issuer of the certificate of origin. State or local
authorities, as well as local chambers of commerce in the same jurisdiction as the manufacturing
facility may issue the document.

Grain and Oilseeds

A certificate attesting that an Aflatoxin test has been completed must accompany all grain and
oilseed shipments. The Ministry of Agriculture and GOEIC mandate that Aflatoxin levels be less
than 2 ppm on any imported shipment. Additionally, exporters are advised that the Egyptian
authorities require that grain shipments be accompanied by paperwork indicating the crop year or
production date of the imported goods.

Meat, Poultry, and Products

Exporters of animal products are urged to work closely with Egyptian importers, as well as to check
the FSIS Export Library frequently for the latest updates — these requirements are subject to change
and are strictly scrutinized by customs authorities.

In addition to the Certificate of Wholesomeness (FSIS 9060-5) a letterhead certificate must
accompany the shipment. For beef and beef products the accompanying letterhead must attest that:
1. Foot and mouth disease and rinderpest have not occurred in the United States during the
previous 12 months.
2. The product was derived from animals born in the United States or from animals legally
imported.
3. The United States is recognized by the OIE as a negligible BSE risk country.
4. The product was not derived from animals that were slaughtered in an official disease
eradication program.
5. The product does not contain and is not contaminated with specified risk materials as
defined by the USDA Food Safety and Inspection Service in U.S. regulations, 9 CFR
310.22(a).



For whole frozen poultry, leg quarters, drumsticks and thighs, a letterhead certificate attesting the
following must accompany the shipment:

1. The poultry meat is derived from birds that were not under official quarantine for serious
epizootic diseases affecting poultry including HPNALI, as defined by the OIE.

2. The meat is obtained from poultry found to be free of any clinical signs of systemic
infectious or contagious diseases to which the species is susceptible as determined by ante-
and post mortem inspection.

3. The poultry meat was handled under hygienic conditions under Federal veterinary inspection
and has not been treated with and does not contain any preservatives, coloring matter,
hormones or other substances harmful to human health.

4. The poultry meat is wholesome and fit for human consumption.

5. The means of transport, handling and loading conditions meet the hygienic requirements of
the United States.

Specific packaging, labeling, and shipping requirements exist for meat, poultry, and their products.
Those requirements are explained in detail in the GAIN Exporter Guide and on the FSIS Export
Library.

Halal slaughter certification is required for export to Egypt. Halal certificates are issued by
competent religious organizations in the country of origin, certifying that the shipment of meat beef,
mutton, poultry, and their derivatives have been slaughtered according to Islamic rites and sharia
laws. Certifying statements should note that all adequate precautions were taken to prevent
contamination with non-halal products, and accordingly, the product is suitable for consumption by
Muslims in any part of the world. The Halal certificate must be endorsed by the Arabian-American
Chamber of Commerce or by an Egyptian Consulate. This certification is required for all shipments
destined for Egypt.

Fish and Fish Products

Export certificates accompanying fish and fish products must attest to the fishing method, potential
level of contamination, as well as dates of fishing, packaging and freezing. Attestations must
indicate that the fish and their products were not harvested through the use of explosives. Similarly,
the certificates must confirm that the fish were not caught in areas contaminated by radiation,
fertilizers, or pesticides. Dates of fishing, packaging and freezing (below -18C) must be indicated
on accompanying documents.

SECTION IV: GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATE LEGAL ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
e Original certificate must accompany shipment at time of entry.
o Certificates are used for only the accompanying shipment since it carries the details of the
shipment
« Maodification to any certificate is not permitted once issued and shipped with the
accompanying the product.



SECTION V: OTHER CERTIFICATION/ACCREDITATION REQUIREMENTS

Product (s)

All Products

Commercial Invoice

Must include country of origin, applicable HS codes,
number of units, price per unit, and total value for
customs valuation.

Bill of Lading

Packing List

Must list specific products and batches per container.
\Weight certificates may be used for bulk
commodities.

Batch Number Certificate

Certain chemicals / food additives will require that
batch numbers be tracked for added traceability.

Certificate of Insurance

In the case of discrepancies, Egyptian officials may
request product details as listed to insurers of those
goods.

Food Additives

Registration Requirement

Must be pre-registered with the Egyptian Ministry of
Health prior to shipment.

Certificate

Grain and Certificate of Fumigation Certification of fumigation must be provided. These
Oilseeds services may be provided by the servicing firm or by
FGIS.
Aflatoxin Analysis Aflatoxin rates may not exceed 2 ppm. Certification
of testing in a public or private lab must be included.
Crop Year Documentation must list the crop year applicable to
the shipment.
\Vegetable Oil FOSFA International Regulation [Evidence must be provided that the loading vessel

conforms to FOSFA international regulations.

Exporter statement noting
specification of oil/fat

Chemical specifications must be provided for any
new or atypical oils.

Meat, Poultry,
and Products

Packaging Requirement

Egyptian regulations require that products be packed
in sealed plastic bags/cartons, with labeling inside of
packaging. See the FSIS Export Library for other
requirements. Exporters of meat and poultry are
strongly encouraged to work closely with Egyptian
importers, as import regulations are subject to
change.

Fish

Freezing Certificate

Documentation must be provided demonstrating that
the products were stored and shipped at -18 degrees
centigrade.

Dairy Products

Production Date

Paperwork and/or label must indicate the production
date for computation of expiry date.

Dioxin Analysis

Products must be tested for dioxins.

Certificate of Analysis

Analysis demonstrating fat, moisture, plate count,
antibiotic presence, and potential pathogen presence
must be included.

Margarine

Manufacturer Declaration

A certificate indicating the type of oil used in the
product must be included

Planting Seeds

Seed Analysis Certificate

Note that prior approval is required from the
Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture prior to the
importation of any seeds for planting. Exporters are
strongly encouraged to work closely with importers
and Egyptian officials prior to shipping these

products.




Additives

Exporters of food additives should note that pre-registration with the Egyptian Ministry of Health is
required prior to shipment. Batch numbers must be included on packaging and packing lists for
added traceability. Additionally, documentation accompanying food additives must describe
products using both their scientific and common names. Exporters of these products are urged to
work closely with the Egyptian Ministry of Health and local importers.

Bio-fortified Foods

Exporters of bio-fortified foods should note that these products require pre-registration with the
Egyptian Ministry of Health prior to shipment. Exporters of these products are urged to work
closely with the Egyptian Ministry of Health and local importers.

Canned Foods

Exporters of canned foods are advised to include batch numbers in packing lists and packaging as
possible. Egyptian authorities depend on batch numbers for traceability in case of a rejected
shipment, or recalled products. Failure to include these numbers may delay customs clearance.

Planting Seeds

Prior approval is required from the Central Administration of Seed Certification and Testing
(CASC) of the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture prior to the importation of any seeds for planting.
Once an approval is granted, the Central Administration for Plant Quarantine (CAPQ) issues a seed
import license. Firms wishing to export seeds for planting will be required to provide an
international seed testing certificate or a testing certificate issued from an official inspection station
abroad including the variety, the degree of purity and the germination percentage, prior to applying
for an import permit from the Egyptian Ministry of Agriculture

Upon issuance of an import permit, the subsequent shipments must be accompanied by the Egyptian
import permit, the US seed testing certificate, and the applicable phytosanitary certificate. As the
requirements for import of these products is complex and time-consuming, exporters are urged
work with Egyptian importers and Ministry of Agriculture officials well prior to shipping.

Oils — Atypical

Oils considered non-standard must be accompanied by a certificate of analysis describing their
chemical composition. Non-standard oils are not clearly defined, but generally considered to be
blended or essential oils, not typically shipped for human consumption. Exporters of these products
are urged to work with Egyptian importers to ensure compliance with customs regulations.



APPENDIX I: EXAMPLE CERTIFICATES
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FORM FGIS-909 ey UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(790 V., FEDERAL GRAIN INSPECTION SERVICE coPY
{ U.S. GRAIN STANDARDS ACT NOT NEGOTIABLE
(Reglaces Form OFFICIAL EXPORT GRAIN INSPECTION CERTIFICATE
R us- 03819
——Portland, Oregoun 4, 19XX
{ISSUED AT) (DATE OF SERVICE)

1 certify that [ am licensed or authorized under the United States Grain Standards Act(7 U.S.C. 71 et seq.), to inspect the kind of grain covered
by this certificate.

Lo %00 [ mosrecnon setiron e
QUANTITY (This s NOT & Wanpht Certificate)
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' N ANE

er wheat, Dock'xgé h.m

, Moisture 9.5%, Qeat-da eli ‘kernels 0.0Z,
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Maritime
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE cory
FEDERAL GAAN MEPECTION SERVICE HOT HEGOTIABLE

OFFICIAL STOWAGE EXAMINATION CERTIFICATE us 22399
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1 cirrlify that on tho shove datir thie Talowang demtilien Sprace e Dorlodmed will M (olowirg eyt
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UMITED STATES DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURL
FEDERAL GRAIN INSFECTION SERVICE

U.S. GRAIN STANDARDS ACT
~OFFICIAL GRAIN WEIGHT CEATIFICATE
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M prrytesaniary cerlificati can be Hausd until &9 appleation is covpisted (7 CFR 383)

EORM AFPROVED
CHE NG, QS-S

UMITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AMIBIAL AMD PLANT HEALTH INSFECTION SERVICE

FOR OFFICIAL USE OMLY

PLANT PROTECTION AND QUARANTINE

PHYTOSANITARY CERTIFICATE

PLACE OF 1S5UE

SAMPLE USDA

HE,

TO: THE PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION(S) OF

SAMPLE

DATE INEPECTED

FPC XXXXXXX

wEiiE

CERTIFICATION

This ia 1o certify that the plants, plant product o ather reguialed ariches described herein have been inspected andlor tesled according 1o appropriate official
procedures and are considenad to be free from the quarantine pasts, specified by the importing confracting party and to conform 'with the curent phytosanitary
reguineiments of the importing cantracting pary ncuding thoee for regulaled non-quarantine pests.

DISINFESTATION ANDIOR DISINFECTION TREATMENT

1. DATE

2. TREATMENT

3. CHEMICAL [acthve ingrediend|

4. CURATION AND TEMPERATURE

5 COMNCENTRATION

B, ADDITICNAL INF{};&MTIDH

DESCRIPTION OF THE CONSIGNMENT

_—
7. MAME AMD ADORESS OF EXPORTER

SAMPLE

e ————————————————————
B. CECLARED NAME AND ADDREELS OF THE CONSIGNEE

SAMPLE

& MARE OF FRODUCE AND QUANTITY DECLARED

SAMPLE

10, BOTAMICAL HA.H_E\'}F PLANTS

SAMPLE

11, WUMEBER AMD DESCRIPTION OF PACKAGES

SAMPLE

11 CAETINGLHSHIRG M.'.R-KS

SAMPLE

13 PGIM

SAMPLE

LCH i NS OMVEYAMCE

SAMPLE

75, DECLARED POIMT OF ENTAY

WARKENG: Any altaration, forgesy, or unauthonzed use of this phytosanitary certificate |s subject to civil penalties of up to $250,000 {7 U.5.C. Secsion TT34b))
ar purishable by a fine of not mare than 510,000, or impriscnment of not more than S years, or both (18 U.S.C. Section 1001

SAMPLE

ADDITIONAL DECLARATION

SAMPLE

Pape 1 of 1

16 DATE ISEUED

TF. NAME OF ALTHORIZED OFFICER [Type or Pl TE. SIGHA A TFFIC

certificate

Mo labdity shall attach to the Uniled States Depariment of Agricullure of 1o any officer or representative of the Department with régpect to this

PP Form ETT FEB 2001

Previous sdfions ane cbaciete after &30
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PETORAE dualurcie e Fodsrs K g ston Bt (31 UBC B febiny i 1613 a0
MEAT AND FUULTR"F EKPUHT ERTFIG!TE OF mhmﬁmmmmm LIS 58 i (2 el 18] 3 £ u.;,“qsqrmm mi

Py e ity

iitiivitvilniobvsiisinin
DISTRICT QFFICE | COUNTRY OF DESTINATICN !

EXPORTED thkm%r%ﬂm lchicting J1P Cca) PRODUCT EXPORTED FAOM

[] @ stauGHTERING PLANT
[ @& PROCESSING PLANT
N _ [(] @ WaREHOUSE
TOTAL MARKED HET WEIGHT TOTAL CONTAINERS 1 & pocksioe

i

EST ELART

D 1
PRODUCT AS LABELED HT OF [Py
LOT mil:l 5 1 SHIPPING MARKS 1r Ng#lgéiﬂ“

R

R saaned by sppient gr confracinr ‘
REMARKS

U LCERTEFY 1hat the meral or meat-food prodisst specdied hereon: s from ardmals thatl received both: antemarbem and postmamem i hoe grvd
weare Tound sound and hagihy gno thal & nas Deen nspecian and passed 85 proveded by law and rigulallu-n:- of the Dcpar!ml:nt aind = sound and

WIS,

[ ] 1 CERTIEY that the poulty and poullry protuets specibed above came Nor) birds halt st oificially GVeN SN antemem and posimortem
|n: e and passed in accordante with apphcable laws and regulations of the Uniled Statas: Dmrh'mﬂ of Agriculluire and are wholesome and

rhiEnan. congumplan
THOT VIALID UNLESS SIGNED BY AN INSPECTOR OF MEAT AND POULTRY INSPECTION PROGRAM -
[ INGPECTOR AND DISTRICT DATE SIGNED GO T
Hyoeder ol the Seoretory of Agricuirare [

This cemilicate i recervatie n all cours of e Uniled Stales os prend facie svdence of te iruth of the siatemens thersin coramned
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA USDA

SANITARY CERTIFICATE FOR EXPORTS @
Coumtry of Ongn: U'SA

Cerification Authonty U5, Department of Agriculture. Agricultural Marketing Service
Reference Number of tus Cemficate: | CertNo |

I Exporter (Nama and dddress)
| ExportName |
| ExportAddr ]
[ EspentCitySI]

1. Idennficanon of the Daury Produce (fyfermanen Suppiiad by the ManwGcmrer or Exporteri
Product Desenpioa | Description |
Cendmon or Kmd of Treamment: | Condition ]
Tvpe of Packagng: | PkeType]
Numiber of Packapes [ NumPkgs]
Total Met Weight, [ NetW]
Requured Temperatune, EW md-'['mm [ ReqTemp |
Walwdary Date (Shelf Life) |sm:.m 1

1. Ongia of the Produets. (lyformaron Snppﬂhm Mannfacmrar or Exporter)
[ OriginName | -
| OwiginCiry |
Plant Sumber: | OriginNe |

w Pmdm: Destumation: (formation swn'ﬂ.‘ﬁ- nﬁq.ﬂpﬁt‘mr ar Exporter)
[ DestXame |
[ DestAddr ] i
Destzanan | Destination | 8
Method of Transpert: | Transpont |

V. Sanitary Cemification

(1) mmem¢FMLsWMEmkW#W|

12} The product was manufactired i facilities inspected and appeoved by the competent authonity and
nhﬁﬁl»ﬂ;ﬂh:ﬂﬁﬂnwmundummqﬂﬁwmﬁmhm
hwmvmwdumm:pmdmmnﬂ:ﬁhmnmm

(3 mmrmswmmuﬂmmm:mmmwaMm
mmmmm1MMau&hmMmmhMMdmmmm
pathogenic organisms associated with nulk

(4} To the best of our knovwledge, mepmh:mmmmmh:mﬂkwhq&'mmm

[ Date ]

[ Nage ] Date Sigaed
[ Tite]
USDA. Dasry Grading



Appendix I1: Links

U.S. Certificate issuers:

USDA — Agricultural Marketing Service: Dairy Sanitary Certificate for Export

USDA — Food Safety Inspection Service: Meat and Poultry Export Certificate of Wholesomeness
USDA — Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service: Phytosanitary Certificate

USDA - Grain Inspection, Packers, and Stockyards Administration: Export Information (Grain
inspection, stowage, and analysis certification)

FDA — Food Export Certificate (Certificate of Free Sale)

Egyptian Agencies:

Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reclamation

Ministry of Trade and Industry

General Organization for Import and Export Control

Ministry of Health



https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/imports-exports/dairy-exports
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-checklist
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/home/?1dmy&urile=wcm:path:/APHIS_Content_Library/SA_Our_Focus/SA_Plant_Health/SA_Export
http://www.gipsa.usda.gov/fgis/exportinggrain.aspx
http://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/ImportsExports/Exporting/ucm260332.htm
http://www.agr-egypt.gov.eg/
http://www.agr-egypt.gov.eg/
http://www.mti.gov.eg/english/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.mti.gov.eg/english/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.goeic.gov.eg/en/
http://www.goeic.gov.eg/en/
http://www.mohp.gov.eg/

