
 
                                                                                     

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY 

USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT 

POLICY 

                                                                                       
  

Required Report - public distribution 
 

  

  

  

Date: 4/25/2019 

GAIN Report Number: 
 

  

  

Tanzania 

  

Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards 

Report 

  

FAIRS Export Certificate Report 

  

  

Approved By: 

Shane Townsend 

Prepared By: 

Benjamin Mtaki 

  

  

Report Highlights: 

This report complements the FAIRS Country Report. The report specifically provides information on 

Government of Tanzania (GoT) required certificates for exporting food and agricultural products to 

Tanzania.  The GoT provides the Tanzania National Business Portal as the single point for exporters and 

importers to electronically submit and receive approvals from all the regulatory agencies involved in 

international trade.  

  

  

  

  

      



Section I: List of All Export Certificates Required By Government of Tanzania 

Products  Title of 

Certificate 

Attestation 

Required on 

Certificate 

Purpose Requesting 

Ministry(Regulatory 

Agency)  

Almost all 

food and 

food 

products. 

Certificate of 

Conformity 

(COC).  

Product 

conforms to 

Tanzania’s 

applicable 

standards in 

priority order.  

Ensures only 

quality goods gain 

entry, thereby 

offering the 

necessary 

protection to 

consumers in 

safety, health, and 

environmental 

matters. 

Tanzania Bureau of 

Standards (TBS). 

All forests 

products. 

Plant import 

permit 

Phytosanitary 

certificate 

For specific 

product 

attestation, 

requirements 

visit TFDA 

website and the 

Ministry of 

Agriculture 

website.  

Plant and Animal 

Health. 

Ministry of Agriculture 

(Plant Health Services). 

Meat and 

meat 

products. 

  Products 

conform to 

Tanzania testing 

requirements. 

Animal health and 

food safety. 

Tanzania Veterinary 

Service and Tanzania 

Food and Drugs 

Authority and Tanzania 

Atomic Energy 

Commission. 

Fish and 

Fish 

products.  

Import permit 

Radioactivity 

analysis 

certificate. 

Products 

conform to 

Tanzania testing 

requirements. 

Food safety. Tanzania Food and 

Drugs Authority and 

Tanzania Atomic Energy 

Commission. 

Milk and 

milk 

products. 

Import permit 

radioactivity 

analysis 

certificate. 

Products 

conforms to 

Tanzania testing 

requirement.  

Food safety. Tanzania Veterinary 

Service and Tanzania 

Food and Drugs. 

Authority and Tanzania 

Atomic Energy 

Commission 

Food, feed, 

or 

ingredients 

containing 

GE 

products.  

Import permit 

for products 

containing 

GMO.  

Product 

conforms to 

Tanzania’s 

Biosafety 

(import, export, 

and transit 

regulations).   

Safety of GE 

products.  

Tanzania Food and 

Drugs Authority  

http://www.kilimo.go.tz/index.php/en
http://www.kilimo.go.tz/index.php/en
http://www.kilimo.go.tz/index.php/en


 



 

Section II: Purpose of Specific Export Certificate 

A. Certificate of Conformity (COC) 

The Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS), which is a statutory organization of the government of 

Tanzania, implemented the Pre-Shipment Verification of Conformity (PVoC) Standards Program to 

ensure a) that consumers buy safe and quality imported goods, and b) that Tanzanian manufacturers 

have protection from unfair competition. In September 2018, TBS awarded the PVoC certification 

services contract to Intertek Government and Trade services.   

All consignments subject to PVoC must obtain a Certificate of Conformity (CoC) issued by an 

authorized PVoC Agent, such as Intertek, prior to shipment. The CoC is a mandatory document for 

Customs Clearance in Tanzania; consignments arriving at Tanzanian Ports without this document will 

be denied entry into the country. 

The key elements undertaken in the PVoC are: 

 Physical inspection prior to shipment; 

 Sampling, testing and analysis in accredited laboratories; 

 Quality Audit of production processes; 

 Documentary review of conformity with regulations 

 Issuance of CoC or Non Conformity Report (NCR) as appropriate. 

B. Radioactivity Analysis Certificate 

Ensures food is free from radiation. 

C. Phytosanitary Certificate 

The Ministry of Agriculture’s Department of Plant Health Services certifies plant and plant products are 

free from regulated pests and conform to other Phytosanitary requirements of the exporting country. 

 

Section III: Specific Attestation Required On Export Certificate 

See table in section I 



 

Section IV: Government Certificate Legal Entry Requirements 

Title of the 

Certificate 

Is the 

certificate 

required at 

entry? 

How long is the 

certificate valid? 

Can the 

certificate be 

applied on 

multiple 

shipments? 

Does Tanzania 

accept suppliers or 

manufactures 

export declaration 

as proof of 

compliance? 

Certificate of 

Conformity 

(COC). 

Required for 

all products 

subject to 

PVoC. 

Three months. No. No. 

Phytosanitary 

Certificate. 

Yes. Offered per 

consignment. It 

covers shipment 

period according to 

the import permit. 

No. No. 

Plant Import 

Permit. 

Yes. Offered per 

consignment. It 

covers shipment 

period according to 

the import permit. 

No. No. 

Radioactivity 

Analysis 

Certificate. 

Yes. Offered per 

consignment. It 

covers shipment 

period according to 

the import permit. 

No. No. 

Import Permit 

for GMO 

Containing 

Products. 

Yes. Offered per 

consignment. It 

covers shipment 

period according to 

the import permit 

No. No. 

Section V: Other Certification/Accreditation Requirements 

GoT also requires the following:  

 Original pro forma invoice from the supplier of goods;  

 Bill of lading or airway bill;  

 Certificate of analysis of products (original) if buying from the manufacturer;  

 Food security permit;  

 Zoo-sanitary certificate (for non-processed food of animal origin);  

 Blank certificate of origin depending with the country of origin;  

 Certificate of good manufacturing products (GMP); and  

 Insurance documents on U.S. exports to Tanzania 

Information is available at The Tanzania National Business Portal.  

https://business.go.tz/import-export


 

Appendix I: Example Certificates 

A. Phytosanitary Certificate 

 
 

 

 



 

B. Radioactivity Analysis Certificate 

 



 

C. Certificate of Registration of Forest Produce Dealer/Trader 

 


