
 
                                                                                     

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE 
BY USDA STAFF AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. 
GOVERNMENT POLICY 

                                                                                       
  
Required Report - public distribution  

  
  
  

Date: 05/02/2019 
GAIN Report Number:  

  
  

United Arab Emirates 
  

Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards 
Report 
  

FAIRS Export Certificate Report 2018 
  
  
Approved By: 
Kurt Seifarth 
 
Prepared By: 
Mohamed Hamza & Neil Mikulski 
  

  
Report Highlights: 
This report identifies certification requirements for U.S. food and agricultural products destined for 
the United Arab Emirates. Updates to UAE approved certificates for shelf-stable products include 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s Certificate to a Foreign Government: Food for Human 
Consumption.  This report is intended to be used in conjunction with information provided in the 
2018 Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards (FAIRS) Country Report for the 
United Arab Emirates. 
 
 
 



 
Disclaimer:  

This report was prepared by the Office of Agricultural Affairs of the USDA/Foreign Agricultural 
Service in Dubai, UAE, for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products.  Agricultural 
products entering the United Arab Emirates are subject to the country’s federal food regulations 
and standards governing the importation and sale of such goods.  While thorough investigation was 
taken in preparation of this report, UAE import requirements are subject to change and often 
without official notice. It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import 
requirements with their foreign customers before any goods are shipped.  

FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING 
COUNTRY'S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALS 
AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY. 
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Section I. List of All Export Certificates Required by UAE Government: 
 

Product Title of 
Certificate 

Issuing Authority Purpose & 
Attestation 

Requesting 
Authority 

All products  
 

Certificate of 
Origin 

A recognized Chamber of 
Commerce under the law of 
the United States.  
 
OR  
 
U.S. supplier or manufacturer 
declaration is accepted but 
must be attested by a 
recognized Chamber of 
Commerce                             

The product is of 
U.S. origin 

Customs Authority 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bovine Meat, 
Poultry Meat and 
Products 
 
 
 
 

1-Export 
Certificate 
 
FSIS Forms:  
9060-5  
9060-5A 
(Continuation 
sheet 1) 
9060-5B 
(Continuation 
sheet 2) 
 

Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) 

Product Safety 
and 
Wholesomeness  
 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change and 
Environment. 

2-Halal 
Slaughter 
Certificate 

Approved Islamic 
Organization.   
Please refer to FSIS Export 
library for more information 

The meat is Halal 
meat derived from 
lawful animals 
that were 
slaughtered 
according to the 
Islamic rites  

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Emirates 
Standardization and 
Meteorology 
Authority (ESMA) 

Live Poultry, 
Day-old Chicks, 
Hatching Eggs 

Veterinary  
Certificate 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Free of Diseases Ministry of Climate 
Change and 
Environment 

Live Birds 
(Other than 
Poultry) 

Veterinary  
Certificate 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Free of Diseases Ministry of Climate 
Change and 
Environment 

Table Eggs (In 
Shell)  
 

Export 
Certificate 
9060-5EP 

Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) 

Product Safety and 
Wholesomeness 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 
 

https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/United-Arab-Emirates
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsis/topics/international-affairs/exporting-products/export-library-requirements-by-country/United-Arab-Emirates


Further 
Processed Eggs, 
Egg products, 
and Composite 
Foods 
Containing Egg 
Products   
 
Examples: 
cooked omelets, 
frozen egg 
patties, crepes, 
hard boiled eggs, 
egg substitutes, 
imitation egg 
products, 
mayonnaise, and 
foods containing 
egg extracts.  

Health 
Certificate  

Agricultural  Marketing  
Service (AMS) 

Product Safety and 
Wholesomeness  
 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 
 

Live Birds (other 
than poultry) 

Veterinary  
Certificate 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Free of Diseases Ministry of Climate 
Change and 
Environment 

Fish and Fish 
Products 

Export 
Certificate 
9060-5S  
 
Pork- free 
diet 
certificate  
for Farmed  
Fish and 
Seafood's and 
its products 
 

Food Safety and Inspection 
Service (FSIS) 

Product Safety and 
Wholesomeness 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 

Fishery Products 
Intended for 
Human 
Consumption 

Inspection 
Certificate 
 
 
 
 
 

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), U.S. Department of 
Commerce 

Product Safety and 
Wholesomeness 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 

Grains  
 
 
 

Phytosanitary  
Certificate 
PPQ Form 
577 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Plant health and 
freedom from 
Pests  

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 



Animal Feed 
 

Export 
Certificate for 
Animal 
Products (VS 
Form 16-4)  
 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Freedom from 
pests  

Ministry of Climate 
Change and 
Environment 

Pet Food   
 
 

Export 
Certificate for 
Animal 
Products (VS 
Form 16-4)  

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Country free of 
certain diseases as 
listed in the 
certificate. No 
specific attestation 
statement.     

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 
 

Dairy Products  Dairy 
Sanitary 
Export 
Certificate 

Agricultural  Marketing  
Service (AMS) 

Product Safety and 
Wholesomeness  
 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 
 

Organic 
Products (if 
organic label is 
claimed) 

Export  
Certificate  

UAE authorities accept the 
United States Department of 
Agriculture organic logo 
(USDA Organic) and 
certificate.  
Certificate issued by the 
Agricultural Marketing 
Service, National Organic 
Program is accepted.  
 

Supporting the 
claim  

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities  

Non-Genetically 
Modified 
Organisms/Non-
Genetically 
Engineered 
products (if 
GMO free is 
claimed) 

Export  
Certificate to 
support the 
claim  

GMO free certificate from a 
U.S. government competent 
authority.  
 
Note: If product is claimed as 
organic and GMO-free only a 
USDA Organic certificate is 
required 
      

Supporting the 
claim  

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities  

Fresh Plant 
Products  

Phytosanitary  
Certificate 
PPQ Form 
577 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Plant or plant 
product has been 
inspected and 
considered to be 
free from 
quarantine pests 
and conforms to 
the phytosanitary 
regulations of the 
importing country. 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 
 



Planting Seeds  Phytosanitary  
Certificate 
PPQ Form 
577 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

The seeds have 
been inspected and 
are considered to 
be free from 
quarantine pests 
and conform to the 
current 
phytosanitary 
regulations of the 
importing country. 

Ministry of Climate 
Change and 
Environment 

Processed Plant 
Products  

Export 
Certificate for 
Processed 
Plant 
Products  
PPQ Form 
578 

Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) 

Based on 
inspection or 
processing, the 
product is believed 
to be free from 
injurious plant 
pests. 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 

All other 
products not 
listed above  

 

Note: This 
applies to shelf 
stable processed 
products. 

FDA 
Certificate to 
a Foreign 
Government: 
Food for 
Human 
Consumption,  

U.S. State 
Dept. of Ag. 
or Health 
Certificate of 
Free Sale or 
Health and 
Sanitary 
Certificate  

Any related government 
entity. This may include 
Departments of Agriculture or 
Health at the U.S. State level 
or the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) or 
Department of Public Health 
at different States level.  FDA 
continues to issue Certificates 
of Free Sale for nutritional 
supplements, medical foods, 
or foods for special dietary 
use only. 

The product is fit 
for human 
consumption 

Food Control 
Sections at 
Municipalities 
based on guidelines 
from Ministry of 
Climate Change 
and Environment 

 

Section II. Purpose of Specific Export Certificate:  

Please refer to the matrix under section I.  

Section III. Specific Attestations Required on Export Certificates:  
Please refer to the matrix under section I.  

Section IV. Government Certificate Legal Entry Requirements:  
1. For all certificates mentioned in section I:   

1.1. The original certificate must accompany the product at the time of entry for the 
inspection.  A shipment receives final release once the importer submits original 
certificates.  



1.2. The certificate is valid as indicated on each certificate. 

1.3. The certificate valid only for the accompanied shipment. Shipment and product 
details are mentioned in the certificate and cannot be transferred.  

2. Products with a long shelf life such as canned food, pet food of plant origin, baking 
ingredients, beverages, etc.: 

2.1. FDA Certificate to a Foreign Government: Food for Human Consumption is accepted 
by UAE.          

2.2. Certificate of Free Sale or Health and Sanitary Certificate issued by Departments of 
Agriculture or Health within U.S. States is accepted.  

2.3. Suppliers/Manufacturers and U.S. Chamber of Commerce Export Declarations of 
food safety are NOT accepted by UAE authorities.  

2.4. The following information should be included on the certificate:  

• Letterhead and address of issuing authority  

• Title of document 

• Certificate no. 

• Date of issue 

• Exporter and Importer name 

• Item Description 

• Quantity and Weight 

• Production and Expiry Dates 

• Fitness for Human Consumption 

• Authorized Signature and Stamp. 

3.  Halal Certificate as indicated in section I:  

3.1. Only Halal certificates issued by UAE approved halal certifiers are accepted. For 
more information and the list of approved halal certifiers, please check the UAE 
FAIRS Country report. 

3.2. The following attestation should be mentioned on the certificate, “this is to certify 
that the meat accompanying this certificate is halal meat which derived from lawful 
animals that were slaughter according to Islamic rites”. 



3.3. The following information must be included in any halal certificate: 

• Halal attestations 

• Name of authorized Islamic association 

• Halal certificate reference number 

• Issue date 

• Health certificate number 

• Name of the slaughterhouse 

• Address of  the slaughterhouse 

• Meat type 

• Carcass (Whole/Cuts) 

• Total weight and quantity 

• Brand Name 

• Date of slaughter 

• Product’s production date 

• Product’s expiration date 

• Name of  the meat cutting establishment  

• Exporter name 

• Importer name 

• Port loading 

• Certifier’s name and signature 

• Certifier’s Official Stamp 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX I. Electronic Copy or Scanned Copy or Outline of Each Export 
Certificate:  
 

Halal Certificate:  

Each individual halal certifier has a specialized UAE approved document to accompany certified 
products. The following is a general outline of the content to be included in the halal certificate.  

 
The logo of the certifier 

Name of the certifier 
Detailed Address in the United States 

Phone and fax numbers 
Email Address 

 
 

Halal Certificate 
 
 
Attestation: this is to certify that the meat accompanying this certificate is halal meat which 
derived from lawful animals that were slaughter according to Islamic rites. 
 
Date:  /   /  
Halal certificate number: #### 
FSIS Health Certificate number: ####  
Description of the shipment/meat: ---------  
Total number of cases: ####  
Total net weight: ####  
The registered number of the Processing facility: ####  
Name of the Exporter/Shipper: --------------- 
Name of the Importer ----------- 
Vessel and container number ---------- 
Slaughter date:  /   /  
Processing date:   /   /   
Expiration date:   /   /  
 
 
 

Signature of the authorized person 
 
 

Certifier stamp  
 



   

 

 FSIS Meat and Poultry Export Certificate (FSIS Form 9060-5 and 9060-5A and 9060-5B) 

 



 

FSIS Meat and Poultry Export Certificate (FSIS Form 9060-5 and 9060-5A and 9060-5B) 
Continuation Sheet 1 FSIS 9060-5A):  

 



 

FSIS Meat and Poultry Export Certificate (FSIS Form 9060-5 and 9060-5A and 9060-5B) 
(Continuation Sheet 2 FSIS 9060-5B):  

 



APHIS Certificate for Processed Plant Products (PPQ Form 578):  

 



 

APHIS Certificate for Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ Form 557):  

 

 



Export Certificate for Animal Products (Form 16-4) (Animal Feed and Pet Food): 

 



 

Fish and Fish Products Export Certificate (FSIS Form 9060-5S):  

 

 

 



 

 

Egg Products Export Certificate of Wholesomeness (FSIS Form 9060-5EP) 

 



Dairy Export Certificate Issued by USDA-AMS 

 

 



 

Dairy Export Certificate Issued by USDA-AMS Continued:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Live Poultry, Day-old Chicks, Hatching Eggs – Certificate issued by APHIS 

 



 

 



Live Birds (Other than Poultry) – Certificate Issued by APHIS 

 



 

 



 

 

NOAA Export Health Certificate for Exporting Fishery Products to UAE   

 



 



 

 



FDA Certificate To A Foreign Government: Food for Human Consumption 

 
 

 

 


