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Report Highlights: 

FAS New Delhi (Post) secured confirmation from the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India that prunes 

from plums (Prunus domestica) are a processed food product (dried fruit), and as such are not subject to the 

non-Genetically Modified (GM) cum GM-Free status certificate requirement. Industry’s concerns for 

clarification necessitated post’s outreach. U.S.-origin prune exports to India reached nearly $4 million in 2020. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in.  The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity.  The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report.  Import 

approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of 

product entry.  [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links if they do not open in Internet Explorer]. 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 

On April 13, 2021, FAS New Delhi\Office of Agricultural Affairs secured confirmation from the Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) Director of Imports, Dr. Amit Sharma, that prunes from plums 

(Prunus domestica) are a processed food product (dried fruit).  As such, prunes are not subject to the non-

Genetically Modified (GM) cum GM-Free status certificate requirement.  Industry’s concerns for clarification 

prompted post’s outreach.     

 

FSSAI, in its Clarification dated October 12, 2020 (Appendix I), referencing the Order of August 21, 2020 

(Appendix II), mentions that the requirement to obtain a non-GM cum GM-Free status certificate for all food 

import consignments containing any of 24 specific foods (including fruits, vegetables, and grains) does not 

apply to processed food products in general. 

 

In calendar year 2020 (January-December), U.S. prune exports to India reached nearly $4 million. 

 

Figure 1: Selection of U.S.-Origin Branded Prunes Currently Available in the Indian Market  

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
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APPENDIX I - FSSAI – ORDER, REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG. – CLARIFICATION, OCTOBER 12, 2020 
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APPENDIX II - FSSAI – REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG., ORDER, AUGUST 21, 2020 
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


