
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF AND NOT 
NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution                           Date:   April 05, 2021 

                                           Report Number: IN2021-0042 

 

Report Name: India - Requirement of a Certificate of Non-Genetically Modified 

and GM-Free Status for Apple Consignments - A Workaround Solution 

Country: India 

Post:  New Delhi 

Report Category:   Agricultural Situation, Agriculture in the News, Biotechnology and Other New Production 

Technologies, Exporter Guide, FAIRS Subject Report, Policy and Program Announcements, 

Sanitary/Phytosanitary/Food Safety, SP1 - Expand International Marketing Opportunities, SP2 - Prevent or 

Resolve Barriers to Trade that Hinder U.S. Food and Agricultural Exports, Fresh Deciduous Fruit, Fresh Fruit 

 

Prepared By:  Radha Mani, Agricultural Assistant, and Mariano J. Beillard, Senior Regional Agricultural 

Attaché 

Approved By: Mariano  Beillard, Senior Regional Agricultural Attaché 

 

Report Highlights: 

Effective March 1, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) requires a certificate for 

Non-Genetically Modified (GM) and GM-Free status for all apples, all origins being imported into the country. 

The certificate will be issued by the Washington State Department of Agriculture, in the format prescribed by 

the FSSAI, as the authorized regional government authority. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in. The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import 

approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of 

product entry. [Note: Readers may use Google Chrome to access the links if they do not open in Internet 

Explorer]. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On August 21, 2020, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued Order, Requirement of 

Non-GM cum GM Free Certificate Accompanied with Imported Consignment Reg., effective January 1, 2021, 

mandating a new requirement for all food imported consignments containing any of 24 specific foods: 

 

Table 1: FSSAI, Imports, List of 24 Specific Foods Requiring 

a Non-GM cum GM Free Certificate 

 
Source: FSSAI – Requirement of Non-GM cum GM Free Certificate 

Accompanied with Imported Consignment Reg., Order, August 21, 2020. 

http://www.fssai.gov.in/
https://www.fssai.gov.in/
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This trade disruptive, non-science-based order requires that each consignment must now be accompanied by a 

certificate attesting that the product(s) is of non-Genetically Modified (GM) origin and does not contain 

genetically modified organisms.  The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India specified the requirement of 

certification by the “competent authority in the exporting country.” Following the order’s initial publication in 

August 2020, the FSSAI issued a series of clarifications, including a revised implementation date and 

permitting certification from regional authorities.     

 

Table 2: FSSAI, Order and Clarifications – Non-Genetically Modified Origin/ No GM Organisms   

On August 21, 2020 FSSAI issues an order mandating that effective January 1, 2021, specific food 

consignments exported to India must include a “non-GM origin and GM free 

certificate,” issued by the competent authority in the exporting country.  The order 

applies to all imports of the listed 24 products, regardless of whether genetically 

engineered (GE) varieties of those products are in commercial production and/or are 

being exported to India, including U.S.-origin apples (i.e., Red Delicious) variety 

(see, Appendix – I).      

October 12, 2020 FSSAI clarifies that its order is applicable to only food products listed in Annex-I of 

its order and does not apply to processed food products in general (see, Appendix - 

II). 

December 3, 2020 FSSAI extends its implementation date of the order to March 1, 2021 (see, 

Appendix – III) 

February 8, 2021 FSSAI clarifies that the implementation of its order will apply to all consignments 

with a bill of lading dated March 1, 2021.  It also informs the permissible tolerance 

limit for the adventitious presence of GMOs (GE) at one percent (see, Appendix – 

IV). 

February 24, 2021 FSSAI publishes a clarification indicating acceptable certifying authority options.  

These include: (1) Non-GM origin cum GM-free attestation on the phytosanitary or 

health certificate for each consignment provided all required information and 

declaration specified in the FSSAI’s order of August 21, 2020, are included or (2) 

Non-GM origin cum GM Free Certificate issued by an authorized regional (i.e., state 

level) government authority of the exporting country in the specified format (see, 

Appendix – V).      

 

 

WORKAROUND SOLUTION 
 

The Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA), as an authorized regional government authority, 

will provide a certificate as per India’s FSSAI requirements for the shipment of apples.  The certificate will 

reference as well the federal U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service (APHIS) phytosanitary certificate number (see, Appendix - VI) which will continue to be issued as 

usual.   

 

For additional guidance and requirements for the non-GM and GM-Free status certificate for apples, as well as 

contact information, see the Northwest Horticultural Council link: https://nwhort.org/export-manual/countries-

toc/india/.   

  

https://agr.wa.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/home/
https://nwhort.org/export-manual/countries-toc/india/
https://nwhort.org/export-manual/countries-toc/india/


 
    
  
 

Page 4 of 12 
 

APPENDIX I – FSSAI – REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG., ORDER, AUGUST 21, 2020. 
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APPENDIX II – FSSAI – ORDER, REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG. – CLARIFICATION, OCTOBER 12, 2020 
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APPENDIX III – FSSAI – ORDER, REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG. – CLARIFICATION, DECEMBER 3, 2020 
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APPENDIX IV – FSSAI – ORDER, REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG. – CLARIFICATION, FEBRUARY 8, 2021 
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APPENDIX V – FSSAI – ORDER, REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM CUM GM FREE CERTIFICATE 

ACCOMPANIED WITH IMPORTED CONSIGNMENT REG. – CLARIFICATION, FEBRUARY 24, 2021 
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APPENDIX VI – WSDA CERTIFICATE OF NON-GM ORIGIN AND GM FREE STATUS 
 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


