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Report Highlights: 

On February 24, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a clarification of 

acceptable certifying authority options for compliance with its Genetically Modified (GM)-Free certificate for 

imported food products. The FSSAI will now accept certificates issued under one of following options: (i) Non-

GM origin cum GM-free attestation on the phytosanitary or the health certificate for each consignment provided 

all required information and declaration specified in the FSSAI’s order of August 21, 2020, are included or (ii) 

Non-GM origin cum GM-Free certificate issued by authorized regional (i.e., state-level) government authorities 

of the exporting countries’ in the specified format. A copy of the FSSAI clarification is included in this GAIN 

report. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India’s (FSSAI) website http://www.fssai.gov.in.  The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – Foreign 

Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. Government make no 

claim of accuracy or authenticity.  The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report.  Import 

approval for any product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of 

product entry.  [Note: Readers may use Google Chrome to access the links if they do not open in Internet 

Explorer]. 

 

General Information: 
 

On February 24, 2021, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) published a clarification of 

acceptable certifying authority options for compliance with its Genetically Modified (GM)-Free certificate for 

imported food products.  The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India will now accept certificates issued 

under one of following options: 

 

(i) Non-GM origin cum GM-free attestation on the phytosanitary or the health certificate for each 

consignment provided all required information and declaration specified in the FSSAI’s order of 

August 21, 2020, are included. 

(ii) Non-GM origin cum GM-Free certificate issued by authorized regional (i.e., state-level) government 

authorities of the exporting countries’ in the specified format. 

 

For additional background information on the subject matter, see the following FAS/New Delhi GAIN reports: 

 

GAIN-INDIA (IN2020-0108) New Government of India Order Requires Genetically Modified-Free Certificate 

on Imported Food Products (August 25, 2020) 

 

GAIN-INDIA (IN2020-0111) Update on GAIN Report IN2020-0108 Highlighting Details on New Government 

of India Order for Genetically Modified-Free Certificate on Imported Food Products (August 28, 2020) 

 
GAIN-INDIA (IN2020-0180) India Extends Compliance Timeline for Genetically Modified –Free Certificate for 

Imported Food Products (December 1, 2020)  

 

GAIN-INDIA (IN2021-0026) Clarifications on the FSSAI Genetically Modified-Free Certificate Order for Imported 

Food Products (February 4, 2021) 

 

The full text of the FSSAI clarification on the “Requirement of Non-GM origin cum GM free certificate to 

accompany imported food consignments – reg,” is found in Appendix I of this GAIN report, as well as is 

accessible on the FSSAI website located at: 
 

https://fssai.gov.in/upload/advisories/2021/02/60388c51e2badClarification_GM_Food_26_02_2021.pdf. 
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https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20Extends%20Compliance%20Timeline%20for%20Genetically%20Modified-Free%20Certificate%20for%20Imported%20Food%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_12-01-2020
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20-%20Clarifications%20on%20the%20FSSAI%20Genetically%20Modified-Free%20Certificate%20Order%20for%20Imported%20Food%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_02-04-2021
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=India%20-%20Clarifications%20on%20the%20FSSAI%20Genetically%20Modified-Free%20Certificate%20Order%20for%20Imported%20Food%20Products_New%20Delhi_India_02-04-2021
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffssai.gov.in%2Fupload%2Fadvisories%2F2021%2F02%2F60388c51e2badClarification_GM_Food_26_02_2021.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CBeillardMJ%40state.gov%7Cdd09b407cd6b4796861408d8dc62b045%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637501663741098260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3wpTpZcC%2BSNeTXepCqwfx4EAOCQBmBuCVmILFTuE4j8%3D&reserved=0
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APPENDIX I – FSSAI CLARIFICATION - REQUIREMENT OF NON-GM ORIGIN CUM GM FREE 

CERTIFICATE TO ACCOMPANY IMPORTED FOOD CONSIGNMENTS – REG. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


