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Report Highlights: 

On November 6, the State of Maharashtra issued new rules related to the license and label registration 

process for imported alcoholic beverages in the state.  According to local market observers and industry, 

these new rules significantly improve the ease of doing business for importers, retailers, and distributors 

of imported alcoholic beverages.  The reforms streamline the registration process based on a slab 

(bracket) system, providing statewide and lifetime label registration along with the consolidation of 

various fees.  These reforms are expected to provide a level playing field for small and medium-size 

importers, which will help boost the availability of high-value and craft alcoholic beverages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Overview 



 
   
   
 

 
 

On November 6, the State of Maharashtra issued a notification amending the rules related to the license 

and label registration process for alcoholic beverages in the state.  As per the notification, the issuance 

of registration certificates by the Maharashtra State Excise Department will be based on a slab (bracket) 

rate basis.  Importers will now apply for a license to register and sell alcoholic beverages (via appointed 

licensed agents) through the submittal of form ‘L’ along with supporting documentation, including a 

letter with the importer’s Importer-Exporter Code (IEC number) and Food Safety and Standards 

Authority of India (FSSAI) registration.  The form ‘L’ license permits the holder to sell and distribute 

alcoholic beverages (via appointed licensed agents) throughout the State of Maharashtra by registering 

the product and its label.  This license needs to be renewed every year by the Maharashtra State Excise 

Department so the holder may continue to sell the registered alcoholic beverage product.  However, 

approved labels will remain valid even after the expiry of the “L” license certificate as long there is no 

change in the design and layout of the brand/label.  This onetime registration removes the need to re-

register the same product label every year as was required in the past.  In addition, under this new 

registration process, the annual label registration fee has been removed, with no fee levied for the 

registration of new labels.  The new process will allow importers to register labels across the state, 

removing the need to register with individual excise offices in different cities (which was required 

before).  

 

Alcoholic beverage regulations vary by state in India as many states rely heavily on alcoholic beverage 

taxes for revenue.  As such, business conditions also vary with some states easier to operate in compared 

to others.  Maharashtra has long had more flexible and business friendly regulations with regards to 

alcoholic beverages.  It is the first state to implement this type of reform in the country, which will 

improve the ease of doing business for this industry and deliver considerable time and cost savings.  

 

According to local industry contacts, these measures are expected to remove significant entry barriers 

and encourage small to medium-size importers to import more craft/boutique alcoholic beverage brands 

into the market.  Industry contacts welcome the State of Maharashtra’s recent reforms, especially during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  This sector has been hit hard by the pandemic but this reform along with the 

state’s authorization of home delivery of liquor are helping boost consumption and providing much 

needed relief to the sector.  In addition, on December 29, 2020, the State of Maharashtra announced its 

intention to waive excise license fees on a pro-rata basis along with the rollback of the 15 percent annual 

license fee increase for the year 2020 to support the hotel and restaurant sector.  

 
Disclaimer: This summary is based on a cursory review of the subject announcement and therefore 

should not be viewed under any circumstance, as a definitive reading of the regulation in question, or of 

its implications for U.S. agricultural export trade interests.  

Details of Notification:  
Type of Regulation: Notification  

Public Notice Date: November 6, 2020  

Proposed Date of Adoption: Effective November 6, 2020 

Products Affected: All categories of liquor 

 

Agency in Charge: Home Department, Government of Maharashtra 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 



 
   
   
 

 
 

 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


