
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

Voluntary Report – Voluntary - Public Distribution  Date:   March 04, 2026 

         Report Number: JA2026-0008 

 

Report Name: Japan to Maintain the Butter and NFDM TRQs for JFY2026 

Country: Japan 

Post:  Tokyo 

Report Category:   Dairy and Products 

 

 

 

 

Prepared By:  Aki Imaizumi 

 

Approved By: Craig  Elliott 

 

Report Highlights: 

Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF) announced that the tariff-rate quotas 

(TRQs) for butter (8,000–10,000 MT) and non-fat dry milk (750 MT) will remain unchanged for 

Japanese Fiscal Year 2026. Butter demand is expected to remain robust, while NFDM demand continues 

to be stagnant. MAFF will closely monitor the butter supply in light of production uncertainties. The 

TRQ levels will also be reviewed in May and September. The Agriculture and Livestock Industries 

Corporation (ALIC) will continue to manage the TRQ tenders in accordance with Japan’s WTO 

commitments. 
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On January 30, Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, and Fisheries (MAFF) announced that the 

butter tariff-rate quota (TRQ) for Japanese Fiscal Year 2026 (JFY, April 2026–March 2027) will remain 

between 8,000 to 10,000 metric tons (MT), consistent with the level set for JFY2025. The TRQ for non-

fat dry milk (NFDM) will also remain unchanged at 750 MT. 

 

MAFF noted that demand for butter is expected to remain strong, particularly among food 

manufacturers, while demand for NFDM is projected to remain flat for JFY2026. However, MAFF also 

indicated that butter production forecasts are uncertain, warranting close monitoring of the supply. The 

TRQ levels will be reviewed again in May and September. 

 

In adherence to Japan’s World Trade Organization commitments, the Agriculture and Livestock 

Industries Corporation (ALIC) manages the designated dairy product TRQs. ALIC also conducts 

monthly tenders for butter and ad hoc tenders for NFDM. 
 

 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


