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Report Highlights:

Peanuts are popular in the Republic of Korea (ROK) and there is a growing interest for peanut butter
over the past couple of years. The United States holds the second-largest market share of peanut imports
at $0.7 million and the highest for peanut butter at $16.1 million in 2024.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




Summary

The “healthy pleasure” trend, where Korean consumers seek food that is both nutritious and enjoyable, has helped
incorporate peanuts and peanut butter in consumer’s diets. Once relatively less favored than fruit jams, peanut
butter is now rebranded as a health-conscious food in the Republic of Korea (ROK), with sales growing from 4.5
billion won in 2019 to 7.4 billion won in 2024. The United States holds the largest market share of peanut butter
imports into the ROK at roughly 51%. Top competitors include China for peanuts, and China, Argentina, and
Canada for peanut butter.

A more comprehensive overview of the peanut and peanut butter market can be found in the attached
report.
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