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The Philippines remains a net importer of logs and lumber to meet growing domestic demand driven by
construction, furniture manufacturing, and infrastructure development. FAS Manila estimates U.S. wood
exports to the Philippines will increase in 2025, with softwood lumber accounting for the majority of
exports and opportunities emerging for hardwood and glue-laminated wood. However, challenges such
as limited product familiarity and higher shipping costs compared to ASEAN countries hinder broader
adoption of U.S. wood. Despite these obstacles, the Philippine market presents significant untapped
potential for U.S. exporters, particularly in construction and furniture manufacturing.
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The United States ranked among the top seven
exporters of forest products to the Philippines in
2024. Although U.S. wood exports currently
account for only 3 percent of the Philippine
market, they represent a significant opportunity
for growth and expansion. U.S. wood exports to
the Philippines grew by 33 percent in 2024. FAS
Manila projects a further 30 percent growth in
2025, with softwood lumber expected to account
for 60 percent of U.S. exports, while opportunities
for hardwood and glue-laminated wood continue
to grow.

PHILIPPINE FORESTS

The Philippines is home to one of the world’s top
17 most diverse forest ecosystems; however, it
faces deforestation and land degradation. From 12
million hectares in the 1960’s, the Philippine
forest cover has declined by 40 percent due to
shifting cultivation, land use conversion, forest
fires, illegal logging, and the demand for
fuelwood. Although the forest cover gained three
percent in the past five years due to local
government efforts, it remains insufficient to
supply demand.

Out of the Philippines’ total land area of 30
million hectares, only seven million are
considered actual forest cover, the majority of
which consists of open forests rather than closed
forests densely populated with trees, leaving
wood sources insufficient to meet demand. The
majority of the forestland is managed by local
communities under Community-Based Forest
Management Agreements (CBFMA), followed by
private companies for industrial tree plantations
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under Integrated Forest Management Agreements
(IFMA), and individuals or organizations that
manage tree farms under Tree Farm Lease
Agreements (TFLA).

Majority of the forest cover is open forest (67
percent), which signals the need for restoration,
followed by closed forest (28 percent), and
mangrove forest (5 percent). To help forest
restoration and improve sustainable forestry
practices, the local government planted 11 million
seedlings on 20,000 hectares of land in 2024
under the National Greening Program (Executive
Order No. 26 released in 2011) and plans to plant
five million trees to reach 10 million in 2028
covering six priority areas: llocos Norte, Rizal,
Leyte, Bataan, Bukidnon, and Lanao del Norte.

With the local government’s program to
encourage investments, Administrative Order No.
2025-22 was released to also promote sustainable
forest use, enhance biodiversity, and support
climate and disaster resilience by allowing
qualified individuals, organizations, and
government entities to manage, develop, and
protect forest lands outside protected areas for 25
years, renewable for another 25 years. For more
forestry-related laws and policies, access the
Forest Management Bureau website.

PRODUCTION

Most tree species cultivated in the Philippines are
tropical hardwoods, with Falcata (Paraserianthes
falcataria) accounting for two-thirds of the
country’s total log production. Falcata, a non-
coniferous or hardwood tree, is one of the fastest
growing tree species with large compound leaves.
It is used for light-frame construction, production
of plywood, pulp, firewood and charcoal
fuelwood, and as shade for coffee and cattle.
Rural communities living in forested areas harvest
roundwood or raw timber for cooking and heating
small scale industries. The country has 215 wood
processing plants with 80 percent located in the
southern part of the country. Wood processing
plants produce mostly lumber (39 percent),
veneer (36 percent), and plywood (23 percent).
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CONSUMPTION

An increasing number of airports in the
Philippines are incorporating sustainable wood
and engineered timber in their designs, including
the award winning Mactan-Cebu International
Airport and the Clark International Airport, which
was recently recognized as one of the World's
Most Beautiful Airports by the Prix Versailles.
Current constructions of airports such as the
recently privatized Ninoy Aquino International
Airport, the country’s main gateway, and the
Bulacan International Airport, a $13 billion-
airport which starts construction in January 2026,
further shows the potential growth in airport
infrastructures in the Philippines and alongside
with the robust tourism industry.

The government encourages the use of sustainable
materials in public infrastructure projects to
support the sustainability objectives of the
Philippine Construction Industry Roadmap 2020-
2030. The roadmap complements the Build,

Build, Build program, now known as Build,
Better, More, which aims to accelerate
infrastructure development nationwide by
investing in roads, bridges, airports, and seaports
worth $162 billion to drive economic growth and
alleviate poverty. Driven by the revival in tourism
and hospitality, the Philippine construction
industry, valued at $60 billion in 2022 is
estimated to grow over seven percent annually
through 2027 according to the World Bank. In
addition, the growing construction industry has
driven demand for high-quality plywood. In
response to the influx of substandard imported
plywood, the government introduced DAO 20-06,
which mandates product certification and
licensing for both locally produced and imported
plywood. This regulation aims to ensure public
safety while safeguarding local manufacturers and
retailers.

Demand for condominium units in the Philippines
IS rising again after a recent surplus, especially for
budget to upscale properties. High-end
condominiums and hotel residences are

Figure 8. Photo of glue-laminated wood used
at Clark Internatlonal Alrport
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Figure 11. Photo of new buildings in Quezon
City, Metro Manila
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The demand for high-end condominiums International Furniture Show 2025 ‘

continues to rise, leading to an increased need for
quality furnishings, including furniture and
fixtures. The production of furniture grew by 17
percent, ending with a total gross value added of
$393 million in 2024. The Philippine furniture
combined with wood sectors generated $1.54
billion in 2024 with an annual growth rate of 20
to 25 percent, providing employment to over 2.1
million individuals. According to industry figures,
the industry will reach a $3 billion market by
2033. To help address the rising demand for
timber, medium density fiberboard, plywood and

machinery in the Philippines, the Chamber of Manila, Cebu, and Pampanga, with additional
Furniture Industries of the Philippines and the clusters in Rizal, Laguna, Cavite, Batangas, and
Philippine Wood Producers Association will Davao. While the furniture industry caters to
launch its first national trade event for the wood local demand, some high-end manufacturers are
and furniture value chain in 2026. expanding their reach by exporting high-end

furniture to countries in the region and actively
seeking distributors in multiple markets.

TRADE

Forests have historically been vital to the national economy, providing essential raw materials for
construction, furniture, paper, and energy. However, the critical state of Philippine forests and the
declining domestic production have led to increased reliance on imported wood products to meet rising
demand. While overall forest product exports to the Philippines have declined since the pandemic, U.S.
exports increased last year. The United States exported almost $22 million worth of forest products to
the Philippines in 2024.

Most forest products exported to the Philippines consist of non-coniferous plywood and veneer,
followed by coniferous wood (hardwood) that is sawn, chipped, sliced, or peeled. Additionally, there are
increasing opportunities for exporting finished wood products, such as doors, windows, and frames, as
well as engineered wood products like Oriented Strand Board (OSB), Medium Density Fiberboard
(MDF), particleboard, and veneer sheets.
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Figure 14. 2024 Global Forest Products
Exported to the Philippines (by country)
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FAS Manila forecasts a 30 percent increase in U.S. forest product exports to the Philippines in 2025,
driven by rising demand for quality wood and challenges in local sourcing. The United States was the
leading destination for Philippine furniture exports in 2024, valued at $76 million and capturing a 60%
market share, highlighting growing opportunities for U.S. wood products.

Table 1. Global Forest Products Exported to the Philippines

China $439 | non-coniferous plywood, non-coniferous veneer sheets, doors, windows,
and frames, MDF, other articles of wood, for table or kitchen, waferboard,
chopsticks, laminated veneered non-coniferous lumber, particle board of
wood, and other joinery and carpentry of wood, including cellular wood
panels, assembled flooring panels, and wood shingles and shakes, statuettes
and other ornaments.

EU $106 | sawn and chipped Spruce, Pine, and other coniferous wood, particle board
of wood, sawdust, wood waste, and scrap, fiberboard, and sawn and
chipped beech wood

Canada $85 | sawn and chipped Spruce, Pine, Fir, Hem-Fir, and other coniferous wood,
and OSB
Japan $59 | coniferous and tropical wood plywood, sawn or chipped coniferous wood,

particle board of wood, and other joinery and carpentry of wood, including
cellular wood panels, assembled flooring panels, shingles and shakes

Malaysia $48 | sawn or chipped non-coniferous wood, tropical wood lumber, MDF,
particle board of wood, plywood, fiberboard, and doors with frames

New Zealand $22 | veneer sheets and sheets of coniferous plywood, sawn, chipped, sliced, or
peeled pine wood, and MDF

United States $22 | sawn, chipped, sliced or peeled Pine or other coniferous wood, cooperage

products, non-coniferous veneer sheet, cross-sectional of pine, sawn,
chipped, sliced or peeled oak wood, and pallets

Source: Trade Data Monitor
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Table 2. Forest Products Exported from the Philippines to the World

Japan $211 | sawn pine wood, MDF. sawn tropical wood, OSB, and charcoal wood from
shells or nuts

China $112 | charcoal wood from shells or nuts and sawn tropical wood

United States $11 | statues, articles of wood for table or kitchen (trays, platters, boards,

coasters, rolling pins, racks, mortar and pestle, bowls, etc.), tropical wood
for flooring, paneling, and moldings, cases and jewelry boxes, wood
carvings for furniture, and wooden articles of furniture (stools, sideboards,
and other types of tables, shelves, and cabinets)

South Korea

$3

charcoal wood from shells or nuts, wooden articles of furniture (stools,
sideboards, and other types of tables, shelves, and cabinets), and other
wood products

Canada

$1

other wood products, articles of wood for table or kitchen (trays, platters,
boards, coasters, rolling pins, racks, mortar and pestle, bowls, etc.), and
tropical wood doors and frames.

Source: Trade Data Monitor

INDUSTRY ANALYSIS

ADVANTAGES AND CHALLENGES

Here are the strengths, market opportunities, and challenges in the Philippines for U.S. wood products:

ADVANTAGES

CHALLENGES

1. U.S. wood meets stringent international 1. Costly inter-island logistics of an

standards, supporting furniture exports to

archipelagic country.

Europe and the United States, and catering to the
growing demand from international hotel and
resort chains.

. U.S. wood offers consistent quality and
reliability, adhering to international benchmarks.

. High-end developers are incorporating
sustainable materials, aligning with global trends
in eco-friendly building designs.

. Imported wood is being increasingly utilized in
airport ceilings and walls, outdoor decks, as well
as interiors of resorts, hotels, and homes.

. The sustainable practices of U.S. wood
producers appeal to environmentally conscious
consumers and stakeholders.

. Competition from lower-priced wood

imports from ASEAN countries and a shift
to lower-grade wood for affordability.

. Concerns about U.S. wood’s performance in

tropical climates.

. Limited awareness of the quality, variety,

and attributes of U.S. softwood and
hardwood, along with misconceptions about
the strength and durability of softwoods.

. Insufficient expertise in production, value-

adding processes, and the application of U.S.
wood in construction designs.
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ENTRY STRATEGY AND IMPORTATION REGULATIONS

FAS Manila recommends collaboration between U.S. exporters and agents, distributors, or importers in
major cities or connect directly with central purchasing offices of construction firms, furniture

manufacturers, and retail outlets for large-volume transactions. Exporters can reach out to FAS Manila
for a market brief and tailored guidance on exporting wood products. For general importation guidance,

please access the following resources:

0 The Philippines Country Commercial Guide

o Philippines: Exporter Guide

o The Philippines: Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Country Report Country

Report

o The Philippines: Food and Agricultural Import Regulations and Standards Export Certificate Report

EVENTS

DOMESTIC

Philippines International
Furniture Show
SMX Convention Center,
Manila
March 5-7, 2026

PhilConstruct
SMX Convention Center,
Manila
November 6-9, 2026

REGIONAL

Interzum Guangzhou
Canton Fair Complex,
Pazhou, Guangzhou
March 28-31, 2026

UNITED STATES

Design Philippines
High Point Market, North
Carolina, United States
April 26 — May 2, 2026

World Building and Construction

International Wood and

Exposition
SMX Convention Center, Manila

World Trade Center, Manila
March 12-21, 2026

Malaysia International
Construction & Infrastructure
Technology Exhibition
Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
August 5-7, 2026

Woodworking Exhibition

Subic Bay Exhibition and

Convention Centre, Subic
May 7-9, 2026

The International
Woodworking and
Furniture Manufacturing
Components Show
JIE Expo Kemayoran
Jakarta, Indonesia
September 23-26, 2026
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KEY CONTACTS AND INFORMATION

USDA Manila
E-mail: AgManila@fas.usda.gov
Tel: (632) 5301-2000
Forest Management Bureau of the
Department of Environment and Natural
Resources
Construction Industry Authority of the
Philippines

United Architects of the Philippines

ASEAN Furniture Industries Council
(AFIC)

Center for International Trade
Expositions and Missions (CITEM)

Attachments:

No Attachments.

USDA  United States Department of Agriculture

U.S. Foreign Commercial

USDA Animal and Plant

Service

Bureau of Plant Industry

Philippine Constructors

Health Inspection Service

Department of Trade and
Industry

International Federation of

Association

Chamber of Furniture

Asian and Western Pacific
Contractors’ Associations

(IFAWPCA)
Cebu Furniture Industries

Industries of the
Philippines (CFIP)-
National
Philippine Wood
Producers Association
PWPA

Manila FAME

@ Office of Agricultural Affairs

Foreign Agricultural Service

Manila, Philippines

Foundation, Inc. (CFIF)

Philippine Exporters
Confederation, Inc.
(PHILEXPORT)

AgManila@usda.gov



https://www.usda.gov/
https://fas.usda.gov/
https://fas.usda.gov/regions/philippines
https://fas.usda.gov/regions/philippines
about:blank
https://fas.usda.gov/regions/philippines
https://www.fas.usda.gov/index.php
https://afsa.org/foreign-commercial-service
https://afsa.org/foreign-commercial-service
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/banner/contactus/SA_Plant_Health
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/banner/contactus/SA_Plant_Health
http://forestry.denr.gov.ph/
http://forestry.denr.gov.ph/
http://forestry.denr.gov.ph/
https://buplant.da.gov.ph/
https://www.dti.gov.ph/
https://www.dti.gov.ph/
http://construction.gov.ph/
http://construction.gov.ph/
https://www.philippineconstructors.org/
https://www.philippineconstructors.org/
https://www.ifawpca.com/
https://www.ifawpca.com/
https://www.ifawpca.com/
https://www.ifawpca.com/
https://www.united-architects.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cfipofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/cfipofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/cfipofficial/
https://www.facebook.com/cfipofficial/
https://www.cebufurnitureindustries.com/
https://www.cebufurnitureindustries.com/
https://www.aseanfurniture.org/
https://www.aseanfurniture.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pwpa.philwood/
https://www.facebook.com/pwpa.philwood/
https://www.facebook.com/pwpa.philwood/
https://philexport.ph/
https://philexport.ph/
https://philexport.ph/
https://citem.gov.ph/
https://citem.gov.ph/
https://www.fameplus.com/events

	summary
	Trade
	INdUSTRY ANALYSIS
	ADVANTAGES AND CHALLENGES

	entry strategy and Importation regulations
	EVENTS
	DOMESTIC
	Regional
	UNITED STATES

	Key contacts and informatiON

