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Report Highlights: 

Israel has adopted European Union (EU) food regulations and directives as part of its "Food Reform" 

initiative, aligning its food legislation with EU updates through a public comment process and World 

Trade Organization (WTO) notifications. On August 12, 2025, Israel issued four WTO notifications 

regarding changes to EU regulations on pesticide residue levels, food flavorings, and food additives, 

inviting public comments and detailing implementation timelines. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

 

A. Background 

Israel adopted European Union (EU) Regulations and Directives as part of Israel’s “Food Reform” 

initiative (for more on the information see GAIN report: IS2024-0022: Israel Adopts Additional 

European Union Standards for Agricultural Imports).1 Under the "Adoption by Reference" mechanism 

outlined in the Food Reform, Israel aligns its food regulations with updates made by the EU. To do so, 

the Ministry of Health publishes proposed changes to Israel’s food laws, based on EU Regulations and 

Directives, on the Israeli “Tazkirim” website for public comment before they become official. The WTO 

notifications outlined below were published after the publication on the “Tazkirim” website. As the 

adoption mechanism of EU changes is relatively new, the order of publication is not set under the food 

legislation and may vary.  

 

B. WTO Notifications on Adopting Changes to EU Regulations and Directives 

On August 12, 2025, Israel issued four notifications to the WTO Committee on Technical Barriers to 

Trade (TBT) on the adoption of changes made by the EU into the Israeli food legislation. All four 

notifications were previously reported in full, by FAS Tel-Aviv as detailed below. 

 

 G/TBT/N/ISR/13992 – Maximum residue levels of pesticide in or on food or feed of plant or animal 

origin – Changes to Regulation EC 396/2005. 

o See GAIN report table entry 22-27  Israel Invites Public Comments on Changes to EU 

Directive No 396-2005 on MRLs | IS2025-0014 , Published On: July 24, 2025. 

 

 G/TBT/N/ISR/14003 – Food flavorings and certain food ingredients with flavoring properties for use 

in and on food – Changes to Regulation EC 1334/2008. 

o See GAIN report Israel Invites Public Comments on Changes to EU Regulation No 1334 

2008 | IS2025-0013 , Published On: July 23, 2025. 

 

 G/TBT/N/ISR/14014 – Food additives – Changes to Regulation EC 1333/2008. 

G/TBT/N/ISR/14025 – Food additives – Changes to Regulation 231/2012. 

o For both notifications, see GAIN report  Israel Seeks Public Comments on Implementation of 

Changes to European Union Regulations Related to Food Improvement Agents | IS2025-

0015 , Published On: July 31, 2025. 

 G/TBT/N/ISR/1401 – Table entry 4-7 

 G/TBT/N/ISR/1402 – Table entry 9-10 

 Omission in the GAIN report: Last table entry (1) missing: Implementation Date for 

EU amended Regulation October 27, 2025, Implementation Date for Israeli 

Legislation December 27, 2025. 

 

                                                           
1 GAIN IS2024-0022_Translated Documents Related to Israel's Adoption of Additional European Union Standards for Agricultural Imports 
2 https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1399 
3 https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=C376&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1400 
4 https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=C376&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1401 
5 https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=C376&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1402 

https://tazkirim.gov.il/s/?language=iw
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepingalert.org%2Fen%2FSearch%2FIndex%3F%26viewData%3DG%252FTBT%252FN%252FISR%252F1399&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365928805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sNM4pYfNsGcHcXupOrRSLf9fy6GdDca6T1a3Ip8ywFo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Invites%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Changes%2520to%2520EU%2520Directive%2520No%2520396-2005%2520on%2520MRLs_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0014&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365954753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fx8hNdbCj4pb9wWD2qaQjJTz%2FlauieuYOWKtez%2F2mv8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Invites%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Changes%2520to%2520EU%2520Directive%2520No%2520396-2005%2520on%2520MRLs_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0014&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365954753%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fx8hNdbCj4pb9wWD2qaQjJTz%2FlauieuYOWKtez%2F2mv8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepingalert.org%2Fen%2FSearch%2FIndex%3FcountryIds%3DC376%26viewData%3DG%252FTBT%252FN%252FISR%252F1400&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365969349%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Y%2FBmbA09JlQcg7KvEmq%2Bxz2wXZMlx%2Fv8gx5vGh%2FjTw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Invites%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Changes%2520to%2520EU%2520Regulation%2520%2520No%25201334%25202008_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0013&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365983278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VMSuig0KWYhWLZX1JNVIl5bWQ074DYw0QameSEmdEd0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Invites%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Changes%2520to%2520EU%2520Regulation%2520%2520No%25201334%25202008_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0013&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365983278%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VMSuig0KWYhWLZX1JNVIl5bWQ074DYw0QameSEmdEd0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepingalert.org%2Fen%2FSearch%2FIndex%3FcountryIds%3DC376%26viewData%3DG%252FTBT%252FN%252FISR%252F1401&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948365996826%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4h5Va6vXBa1qw2qp%2FTSK4wHTR9AkSzRQ3dTcYdhW79g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fepingalert.org%2Fen%2FSearch%2FIndex%3FcountryIds%3DC376%26viewData%3DG%252FTBT%252FN%252FISR%252F1402&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948366010351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8piqdprFQ2XdVQpp83KJHYP6iQVtDaNjys2O2igBVGk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Seeks%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Implementation%2520of%2520Changes%2520to%2520European%2520Union%2520Regulations%2520Related%2520to%2520Food%2520Improvement%2520Agents%2520_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0015&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948366023545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BNPEb23H2xsWEKydeGb0Z9fRI6WsPO4rJ%2FlcQ%2Bfj%2FSE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Seeks%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Implementation%2520of%2520Changes%2520to%2520European%2520Union%2520Regulations%2520Related%2520to%2520Food%2520Improvement%2520Agents%2520_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0015&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948366023545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BNPEb23H2xsWEKydeGb0Z9fRI6WsPO4rJ%2FlcQ%2Bfj%2FSE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapps.fas.usda.gov%2Fnewgainapi%2Fapi%2FReport%2FDownloadReportByFileName%3FfileName%3DIsrael%2520Seeks%2520Public%2520Comments%2520on%2520Implementation%2520of%2520Changes%2520to%2520European%2520Union%2520Regulations%2520Related%2520to%2520Food%2520Improvement%2520Agents%2520_Tel%2520Aviv_Israel_IS2025-0015&data=05%7C02%7CZakayHX%40state.gov%7Ca33d0412cd0540f22a5708dde9f20576%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638923948366023545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BNPEb23H2xsWEKydeGb0Z9fRI6WsPO4rJ%2FlcQ%2Bfj%2FSE%3D&reserved=0
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Translated%20Documents%20Related%20to%20Israel%27s%20Adoption%20of%20Additional%20European%20Union%20Standards%20for%20Agricultural%20Imports_Tel%20Aviv_Israel_IS2024-0022
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1399
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=C376&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1400
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=C376&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1401
https://epingalert.org/en/Search/Index?countryIds=C376&viewData=G%2FTBT%2FN%2FISR%2F1402
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G_TBT_N_ISR_1399.pdf 

G_TBT_N_ISR_1400.pdf 

G_TBT_N_ISR_1401.pdf 

G_TBT_N_ISR_1402.pdf 

https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=3266&q=eeb7ed23-5221-4fa6-9bb8-99325633ffd6
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=3267&q=8b43d9e1-84c2-4d42-a86d-013e850d241b
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=3268&q=9912bad1-b0fc-4371-98b6-dec8ac0a5159
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=3269&q=0cd3c7ab-cbd2-4dcf-90a2-5fd4c425df2c

