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Report Highlights:   

In 2025, French imports of U.S. food and agricultural products reached approximately $1 billion. Key 

growth sectors include tree nuts, seafood, specialty beverages, and health-oriented products. Despite 

economic headwinds, France remains a significant market for U.S. exporters, particularly in premium 

and niche segments. 

 

  



 

 

Market Fact Sheet: France  
 

Executive Summary 

In 2025, Franceôs economy expanded modestly, 

growing by about 0.9 percent, slightly above 

expectations but slower than in 2024. France 

remains one of the largest economies in the world 

and the second largest in the EU by GDP, with 

strong industrial and agricultural sectors. 

 

Imports of Consumer-Oriented Products 

Primary imports from outside the EU include 

oilseeds, fruit, and distilled spirits. Imports from the 

EU are primarily meat, dairy, and vegetables. Recent 

data indicates that Franceôs traditional agri food 

trade surplus eroded sharply in 2025, with the sector 

nearing or possibly recording a deficit for the first 

time in decades. French imports from the United 

States reached $1 billion in 2025, led by seafood, 

tree nuts, soybeans and alcoholic beverages. 

 

 
 

Food Processing Industry  

Franceôs food processing sector encompasses 

approximately 17,000 companies with total annual 

sales exceeding $290 billion. Small- and medium-

sized enterprises (SMEs) account for almost 98 

percent of the industry. It is the leading sector of the 

French economy, with a strong reputation for quality 

and innovation.  

 

Food Retail Industry  

In 2025, approximately 70 percent of all retail food 

sales in France were in the hyper-supermarket and 

discount store format. E-commerce food sales 

represent around 6 percent of total retail food sales.  

 

Food Service Industry 

Franceôs HRI sector recorded $116 billion in sales 

revenue in 2025. Hotels and restaurants account for 

approximately 58 percent of sales, while institutional 

food service represents 20 percent. 

 

Quick Facts CY 2025 

 

Imports of Consumer-Oriented Products (USD 

billion): 56.5. This figure does not include U.S. 

products exported to France transshipped through 

other EU countries. 

 

List of Top 10 Growth Products in France   

Seafood, almonds, peanuts, pistachios, grapefruit, 

sauces, pet food, food preparations, beer, wine, and 

whiskey.  

 

Food Industry by Channels (USD billion)  

Food Industry Output  290 

Food and Ag. Exports  96.5 

Food and Ag. Imports  90  

Retail  330 

Food Service  116 

 

Top 10 Host Country Retailers  

1. Carrefour   

2. E. Leclerc 

3. Intermarché 

4. Auchan 

5. Casino  

6. Lidl   

7. Aldi  

8. Hyper U 

9. Netto 

10. Super U  

 

GDP/Population  

  Population (millions): 68  

  GDP (trillions USD): 3.3  

  GDP per capita (USD): 48,930  

Sources: TDM, ANIA  

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

France is one of the 

largest consumer 

markets in Europe. 

U.S. exporters face 

competition from EU 

FTA partners who 

benefit from tariff-free 

market access.  

Opportunities Challenges 

A large food-

processing industry 

seeking a wide range of 

ingredients.꜡  

Non-tariff barriers can 

complicate the process 

for exporting to 

France.  
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