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Report Highlights:

On December 16, 2025, the European Commission published a proposal to revise the EU Organic
Regulation. The aspects of the proposal that will impact the United States include the Commission’s
effort to postpone the deadline for the transformation of equivalency arrangements into trade
agreements, currently set for December 31, 2026, to December 31, 2036, and the Commission’s
proposal to adapt rules on labelling of organic products imported from third countries.

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY




On December 16, 2025, the European Commission published a proposal to revise the EU Organic
Regulation (Regulation 2018/848), which entered into force four years ago®.

In addition to the legislative proposal, the Commission published a roadmap for further actions aimed at
reviewing additional elements of the organic legal framework, notably the organic secondary legislation.
The review aims to focus on specific issues that are considered to represent a burden for EU farmers and
other operators.

Revisions to the Organic Regulation Impacting US Products

The Commission has proposed a series of revisions to its Organic Regulation, two of which may have
substantial impact on the U.S.-EU Equivalency Arrangement signed in 2012.

First, because EU Organic Regulation 2018/484 obligates the EU to transform its equivalency
arrangements? into trade agreements before December 31, 2026, current organic equivalency
arrangements, including with the United States, will expire at the end of this year. The Commission
proposes to postpone the deadline from December 31, 2026, to December 31, 2036, to allow for further
technical exchanges with third countries. The 10-year extension of the deadline would give the
Commission time to conclude technical exchanges with third countries to avoid disruptions in the trade
of EU organic products.

The Commission has also proposed changes to rules regarding the use of the EU organic logo in light of
the judgement of the of Court Justice of the European Union (ECJ) in Case C-240/23 Herbaria
Krauterparadies I1. In that case, the ECJ ruled that the EU Organic Regulation (Regulation 2018/848)
prohibits the use of the EU organic logo on products manufactured in third countries if they do not
strictly follow EU organic rules, even if the third country has an equivalency arrangement. To comply
with the ruling, the Commission proposes allowing the use of the EU logo only if the products from the
third country, already covered by an equivalency arrangement, comply with additional production and
control requirements. These new requirements are listed in Annex VI and include hydroponic
production and the prohibition of isolation of livestock, amongst other additional requirements. The
proposed regulation also allows for further additional requirements to be defined later by the
Commission through secondary legislation. The new rules on the use of the EU organic logo will also
apply to organic products made in the EU if more than 5 percent of the ingredients come from a third
country. The change may lead EU food producers to switch from third-country suppliers to domestic
suppliers in an effort to keep the EU organic logo.

Next Steps

The publication of this proposal initiates the beginning of the EU legislative process. The European
Parliament and the Council of the European Union, as co-legislators, will now assess the Commission’s
legislative proposal. Amendments to the legislative proposal are made separately by the Parliament and
Council; however, negotiations will eventually occur to find institutional agreement before the proposals
are adopted as official EU law.


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feur-lex.europa.eu%2Flegal-content%2FEN%2FTXT%2F%3Furi%3DCOM%253A2025%253A780%253AFIN%26qid%3D1765969819531&data=05%7C02%7CBollaS%40state.gov%7Ca7104cf13b42459f569308de3ef1f8b0%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C639017407049614474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uFpKEOvPQbp1EAKyO52imBFMkMueYDxMC4B74OiuxM0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02018R0848-20250325
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/farming/organic-farming/organics-glance_en#documents
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=3ab290f8794f6ff67460276ff81a3fa3a14843e3cb49fa3f409aead7a27522b7JmltdHM9MTc2NzMxMjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=00fbcdb8-e472-66be-282a-db6de54667aa&psq=us+eu+organic+equivalency+arrangement&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYW1zLnVzZGEuZ292L3NpdGVzL2RlZmF1bHQvZmlsZXMvbWVkaWEvVVNfRVVRQXMucGRm

According to the USDA Foreign Agricultural Service's Global Agricultural Trade System, in 2024, U.S.
organic exports to EU were $3 million USD and U.S. organics imports were $550 million, indicating the
United States has a $547 million USD trade deficit with the EU for organic agricultural products. Please

note that these figures are based on the limited classification codes available for organic and, thus, actual
trade is likely much higher.
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