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Report Highlights: 

The U.S. Agency for International Development and Swedish and Czech development agencies have 

announced an assistance project for strengthening Bosnia and Herzegovina’s (BiH) veterinary 

laboratories and veterinary inspection services regarding laboratory diagnostics of harmful substances 

according to European Union (EU) requirements.  The project will assist the country to upgrade its food 

safety standards and gain approval for export of products of animal origin to the EU.   
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General Information:  

On October 15,  the U.S. Agency for International Development,  Swedish International Development 

Agency and  Czech Development Agency presented a joint project  “Strengthening Capacity of 

Veterinary Laboratories and Veterinary Inspection Services”  for implementation of  National Residue 

Monitoring Program (NRMP) in accordance with European Union (EU) standards.  The project value is 

$318,000 and it will be implemented by September 2013.  The main project partners are Bosnia and 

Herzegovina (BiH) State Veterinary Office (SVO), four veterinary laboratories, and the Republika 

Srpska, Federation and District Brcko Veterinary Inspection Services.  The purpose of this project is to 

address the weaknesses identified through the EU inspection mission report by strengthening the 

veterinary laboratories and inspection services to ensure they meet the required EU standards.  The 

project will assist BiH to upgrade its food safety standards and gain approval for export of products of 

animal origin to the EU and also facilitate BiH’s regional and international trade efforts.     

  

In BiH, the State Veterinary Office is the competent authority responsible for the control of residues in 

animals and animal products and it developed an annual national residue monitoring plan that it 

submitted the EU.  The EU Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) conducted a mission to BiH in 

September 2010, which concluded that the structure of the NRMP is generally in line with EU 

requirements and the plan they used in 2010 was a significant improvement from previous years.  

However, the EU Commission identified several shortcomings, specifically:  

  

•    Issues relating to the laboratories (i.e. accreditation and validation of residue tests); 

•    Issues relating to the inspection services (i.e. handling, storage of samples including 

traceability).  

  

Currently, there are thirteen approved veterinary analytical laboratories in BiH, of which nine are 

official and four are privately owned.  All approved laboratories need to obtain general  

accreditation and accreditation of the analytical methods according to EN ISO/IEC 17025:2006 per the 

Decision on Changes and Amendments to the Decision on Monitoring of Residues of Certain 

Substances in Animals and their Products.  If the designated laboratories in BiH do not fulfill the 

required standard, the SVO can outsource official residue testing to laboratories outside the territory of 

BiH that perform the tests according to the methodology specified in the above-mentioned standard. 

  

The BiH State Veterinary Office selected four laboratories as the project beneficiaries based on their 

capacity to conduct residue analysis as part of the NRMP.  They are as follows: 

  

 The Federal Agro-Mediterranean Institute, Mostar 

 The Veterinary Faculty in Sarajevo 

 The Cantonal Veterinary Station in Sarajevo 

 The Veterinary Institute of the Republic of  Srpska “Dr Vaso Butozan” in Banja Luka 

  

These laboratories are generally well-equipped, but their personnel lack experience in residue analysis 

in foods of animal origin and are unfamiliar with the EU standards for validation of analytical methods.  

In general, there is insufficient analytical quality control (internal and external), insufficient traceability 

of the analytical process, and a lack of interpretation criteria. 



  

BiH food testing laboratories are a critical weakness of BiH’s food safety system.  There is no clear 

strategy for how existing laboratories might be effectively used.  The laboratories lack standards and 

have varying equipment and methodologies, thus the laboratories often obtain different results.  As a 

result, many countries, including the EU, do not recognize the certificates issued by these laboratories.  

Around 90% of BiH’s agricultural exports are destined for EU or EU candidate countries.  Currently, 

BiH is approved only to export processed fish to the EU market.  Croatia is Bosnia’s largest export 

market for food and agricultural products by far, importing about KM 200 million ($133 million) or 32 

percent of Bosnia’s total annual food and agricultural exports of KM 629 million ($418 million).  

Croatia’s European Union accession in July 2013 could result in significant market losses if BiH is 

unable to rapidly upgrade its food safety and regulatory systems and quality standards to EU 

requirements. 
  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


