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Report Highlights: 

On February 25, 2022, the Indian government reported outbreaks of the highly pathogenic influenza virus 

(HPAI) of the serotype H5N1 to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE). The outbreaks were reported 

on poultry farms in the Vehloli village of Shahapur tehsil in the Thane district and in the Agashi/Vatar areas of 

Vasai Taluka in Palghar district of the Indian state of Maharashtra. The Indian government has issued an 

advisory to the affected state (i.e., Maharashtra) to contain the outbreak. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the OIE-World Organization for 

Animal Health website https://www.oie.int/en/disease/avian-influenza/ and the Government of India -

Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying website https://dahd.nic.in/. The U.S. Embassy in New Delhi – 

Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs (OAA), USDA and/or the U.S. government 

make no claim of accuracy or authenticity. The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. 

[Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Internet Explorer. Indian host sites will geo-

block site access on a rolling basis]. 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On February 25, 2022, the Indian government reported the outbreak of the highly pathogenic influenza virus of 

the serotype H5N1 to the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE). Outbreaks were reported on poultry 

farms in three locations that fall within two districts in the Indian state of Maharashtra (western India). The 

outbreaks occurred in the Vehloli village of Shahapur tehsil in the Thane district and in the Agashi/Vatar areas 

of Vasai Taluka in the Palghar district of Maharashtra.  

  

In Vehloli village, India notified that 24,126 birds were deemed susceptible.  Of these 23,187 were culled and 

309 birds were reported as dead. In the Vatar area, 1,390 birds were deemed susceptible.  Of these 872 were 

culled and 518 birds were reported dead. Finally, in the Agashi area, 2,792 were deemed susceptible, and of 

these, 2,243 were culled and 549 birds were reported dead.   

 

The February 25, 2022, outbreak’s status is being reported as ongoing. According to FAS New Delhi’s industry 

sources, the reported outbreaks have not had a major impact on trade since they have been confined to a limited 

area. Additional information is available on the OIE Notification of March 1, 2022. 

 

The Indian government issued an advisory to the affected state (i.e., Maharashtra) to contain the outbreak as per 

their Revised Action Plan on “Prevention, Control, and Containment of Avian Influenza,” which restricts access 

to infected premises and provides standard operating procedures for culling and disposing of birds and infected 

materials, among other activities.   

  

https://www.oie.int/en/disease/avian-influenza/
https://dahd.nic.in/
https://www.oie.int/en/home/
https://wahis.oie.int/#/events?viewAll=true
https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/Revised%20AI%20Action%20Plan%202021_1.pdf
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


