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companies…ATO Guangzhou visits local feed mills and dairy farms that import U.S. feed ingredients, 

and also participates in U.S. poultry event…South China imported $8.2 billion of U.S. agricultural and 

related products in 2016.      
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General Information:  

 

South China Imports of U.S. Fresh Fruit Rise and Diversify 

 
Data Source:  China Customs 
 

South China imports of U.S. fresh fruits continued to climb in 2016, reaching $194 million, an increase 

of 15 percent from 2015.  South China was by far the largest import region in China, accounting for 58 

percent of all Chinese fresh fruit imports from the United States, with Shenzhen the largest point of 

entry.  This increase in imports has been driven by a number of factors, including continued 

urbanization, the development of the retail sector (both online and offline), and preference among some 

middle-class consumers for imported fruit due to food safety and quality concerns.   

 

In addition to rising volumes of shipments, fresh fruit imports from the United States have also 

diversified as demand increases from Chinese consumers for a wider variety of products.  For example, 

in 2013 and 2014, grapes made up more than half of all U.S. fresh fruit to South China.  In 2016, 

however, the share of grapes was about a quarter of the total, and some other fruits have seen 

remarkable growth.  For example, over the past two years U.S. orange and cherry exports have doubled, 

and plum exports have tripled.  

 
Note:  Southern China includes Guangdong, Fujian, Guangxi, Hainan, and Hunan province  
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Upcoming Events 

March 9-16, Natural Expo West, California: Guangdong Province is the largest market for online 

global purchases in China, and ATO Guangzhou is leading a group of e-commerce buyers to source high 

quality U.S. food and agricultural products at the Natural Products Expo West.  This show is held in 

California, and is the largest trade event for the U.S. organic and natural products industry with over 

2,600 exhibitors. In addition to visiting the show, the team will also have site visits to U.S. exporters 

afterwards.   If U.S. exporters are interested in meeting with the team, for for more information on the 

show and trade mission, please contact ATO Guangzhou Marketing Specialist Ursula Chen 

(Ursula.Chen@fas.usda.gov). 

 

March 15-17, PMA Fresh Connection, Shanghai:  PMA Fresh Connection continues to serve as one 

of the key networking platforms for the fresh fruit industry in China. International fresh fruit producers 

and traders will attend the event and share their insights on the latest market trends. This event provides 

an ideal opportunity to gain the most up-to-date market intelligence by talking with industry leaders 

face-to-face. For more information, please contact ATO Guangzhou Marketing Specialist May Liu 

(May.Liu@fas.usda.gov). 

 

March 23-25, China Food and Drinks Fair (CFDF), Chengdu:  CFDF (http://www.qgtjh.com) is a 

USDA-endorsed show and is China’s largest food and beverage show. It has a 50-year history and  is a 

good platform to showcase U.S. wine/beer/distilled spirits, packaged food and beverage products to 

professional visitors from all around China.  A USDA-designated contractor will provide support and 

services to U.S. exhibitors.  If U.S. exporters of wine/beer/distilled spirits are interested in meeting 

South China importers at the show, please contact ATO Guangzhou Marketing Specialist Ken Chen 

(Kang.Chen@fas.usda.gov).       

 

March 28-31, Interzum, Guangzhou:  Interzum Guangzhou is recognized as the largest and most 

comprehensive woodworking machinery and wood raw materials trade show in Asia. A large number of 

U.S. wood exporters of both hardwood and softwood are planning on exhibiting at the show and there 

will be a U.S. pavilion and reception at this show.  For more information, please contact ATO 

Guangzhou Marketing Specialist Ursula Chen (Ursula.Chen@fas.usda.gov). 

 

Recent ATO Guangzhou Activities 

Livestock Market Survey in Guangzhou – On January 6, ATO Guangzhou and the Agricultural 

Affairs Office (AAO) at the U.S. Embassy in Beijing visited a major South China feed mill and swine 

farm to gain market intelligence on the industry.  Like other major feed suppliers in the region, the feed 

mill uses multiple U.S. ingredients such as sorghum, distiller’s dried grains (DDGS), soybean meal and 

corn to produce feed mixtures for the livestock industry.  Representatives at the feed mill also reported 

they import whey powder and alfalfa products for high-end feed for sows and suckling pigs.  The swine 

farm currently produces 100,000 head annually but plans to dramatically increase production in the 

coming year.  Both the mill and farm representatives are very optimistic about the South China swine 
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industry as a whole and expect feed demand and swine numbers to dramatically increase over the next 

two years after recovering from a period of consolidation.  This consolidation trend was largely caused 

by stricter environmental polices forcing several smaller operations out of business.   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guangdong Has the Highest Number of Digital Shoppers in China - On January 12, the 21st 

Century Economy Research Institute released their “2016 China E-commerce Consumption Behaviors” 

report. In the report, based on data provided by one of the top e-commerce platforms in China (JD.com), 

Guangdong ranks as China’s top province for total number of online shoppers, followed by Jiangsu, 

Zhejiang, Beijing and Shandong.   According to the report, Guangdong also recorded the highest number 

of global purchasing orders in 2016, accounting for 15 percent of China’s total overseas online 

shopping. The report also indicated online sales of food and beverage products accounted for 10 percent 

of the total 2016 e-commerce sales in China. As a result, ATO Guangzhou anticipates Guangdong will 

continue to be an important and growing market for U.S. food and beverage exporters looking to tap into 

the Chinese e-commerce boom.   

 

Source: JD.com 

 

Consul General Visits a Large Dairy Farm in Guangzhou - On January 13, Consul General Charles 

Bennett, ATO Guangzhou, and other Consulate staff visited a large dairy producer in Guangzhou.  

Located in the Conghua district of Guangzhou, the farm has 3,600 cows and plans expanding to 7,200 

head in the near future.  The company has been supplying milk to Guangzhou consumers since 1952.  

ATO Guangzhou has been working with the company since 2005 to help improve milk yields by 



encouraging them to use high quality U.S. inputs such as alfalfa hay, corn, DDGS, and bovine genetics 

and by organizing training and site visits in the United States.  Currently, the farm has the highest milk 

yielding operation in South China.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Poultry Industry Annual Event Held in Suzhou: On January 14
th

, ATO Guangzhou, together 

with U.S. and Chinese industry representatives, attended the annual U.S.A. Poultry & Egg Export 

Council (USAPEEC) trade event in Suzhou, Jiangsu Province.  USAPEEC holds the event every year in 

China to ensure strong ties with local poultry traders and to update importers on the latest U.S. industry 

trends.  In addition to the trade reception, the group also visited one of the leading cold storage facilities 

in the region, which houses over 200 wholesalers for frozen meat, poultry and seafood products. Prior to 

the import ban in 2015, China was one of the largest importers of U.S. poultry products in the world 

(reaching $222 million in 2014).   USDA is working with Chinese regulators to try and regain market 

access for U.S. poultry.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$8.2 Billion Worth of U.S. Agricultural Products Imported into South China in 2016:  China 

Customs data for 2016 was released recently, and shows that South China imported $8.2 billion of U.S. 

agricultural and related products, only a slight decline (1 percent) from 2015.  If South China were a 

country, this would make it the 5th largest importer of U.S. agricultural and related products in the 

world, after Canada, China, Mexico, and Japan.  The largest imported products were soybeans (43 

percent of the total), pork and pork variety meats (20 percent), sorghum (12 percent), wood and wood 



products (8 percent) and hides and skins (7 percent).  Pork and pork variety meats saw the most dramatic 

increase from the previous year, nearly tripling to almost $1.7 billion as a result of very high domestic 

prices due to tight supplies.   

 

Email: ATOGuangzhou@fas.usda.gov 

Tel: +86-20-3814-5453 

Fax: +86-20-3814-5310 
 

  

  

  

  

                     

  

 


